4 LJ bens 
CITE 
11 
5. 5 
date : 
Y Fi k 
1 
3 1 . 
xt 
9 
* 
* 
© 
i 5 
7 . S 
* 4 +> 14 ; » 
1 * 
x; F 
. ö 
© 
it 2 
* % * . i 
i 
* : 
* 5 
14 
1 
f o 
4 
* Y 
* 3 
. : . 
5 AN 5 3 * 
£ * 4 #3. 
. , 
- 
j is : 
0 * 0 P P O 8 1 | ; y ] 
7 » 
6-2] - 
( 
* 
3 ; 2 - 3 4 ; 
8 * 
* $ * 
* * 
© N 
A . 
| 4 
; | 
0 < : 
. i - > 
A * 8 2 - * 
4 1 
2 £ 
: . k * 
1 Ac, -. 
- * ; 
7 
2 . n : 
: * 
* 
* * 
3 4. — ? d # % 
10 * * 7 — 8 
* 
. * - : 
: 3 * 


, 
F EE OTE IN TE CEE n 


. a 4 


F F 
, 
. 7 
„ * , 
8 E . 
% 4 * 4 
* 
x 
N 
» 
F " 
8 
4 K. 
3 
LY 
Tc 
/ 
J , „ g 
* +> o 2:40 - 
* x» . — — * — — — 
Ko 5 d N -Wenn ene EY ECC 3 r AE 47 1 
8 8 o : . n= * %. 4 © S #3 * * f 
x * * 1 * . FP. 4 2 * * . * 4 4 
” * Ps ö + 8 * » L 
; * 7 * > ? dl £ * * = > S * 0 n 
— x E. ** >) 12 4 * 
7 W +8 4 FS; a _ NR. 
* ; 9 5 : * a JF. whe * 
— 5 - 
£ 8 4 
x * 
33 . 3 
, A. x4 * * 
vo a; * £ * — 0 z 
<p 4 . S £ * 0 Ef . . 
* * 1＋ * 2 N * & * % Y 7 
5 & - { & EY £8 « 7 
JW ers In =” . 3 
Ws "ew 5 — * . CO 2 _ , < a . *. 4 . +> . 
4 : * FAY "4 — 
4 8 I * * # 
A g Y * , 8 7 * " 
C ed * of 1 LY * 4 ? F ” 
a \ * Y * ; * 4 je 
OY - of _— 
7 0 
en 1 * '$ 4 4 "is - 7 : *y Ef | 
* 1 ESE o «4 5 ww THE4 « * 5 F A < ” * : N 
8 . — « 13 - 
5 : 2 £ « 5 JOS * * , 5 * 1 0 1 
- 3 5 
_ . ! i N 
_ ® A 1 
: ” \ 
©. 4 a * 3 : 9 4 
2 53 1 f Ce ht Iw, - N 
E 71 - 8 3 2 1 
Ss - 7 * 323 ” . . Y 1 . it cares oth 2 1 wat . 
_— 5 N —_ * Mi oo / 4 „ the © - A . ö * N eos 4 * — N | b 
* A g — : : \ J \ al? ui * 98 ** K 19 
2 - 4 * 4 W : N. 1 Big $4 . „ 1 n 4 5 2 12 
. * 7 F 151 o : ** I 3 54 : f : #4 
. y — - Ine Son Poe 8 1 
* 7 2 - 
3 F. 
8 . 
» 

NA . a, e PO * 4 ES 8 8 2 5 
9 * a Ld b [4 4 
3 » WL G « a . 2 . 0 55 : 

a} 5 ” > : * * * 0 * * „ Vs ; * 1 1 * $ 
. «x : — — — 2 * 
7 - % X 
2 N 3 4 * 
's * 4 
\ 26 0 * oF * : 
+. ; : 4 ; 7 
1 ? c f 
4 «4 
s r - 
3 
} £ Sa . —_— 
— 0 
„ 5 g - * * N | 
=_. : 
oe” | 
- ; : 
| 4 ; A : 
. WW > . W--: j — / 
ks 721 1 [ 
d 
* 2 
10 : 
* + l — 
on 
* Y 1 : 
* 4 | 
J A ö 
* 8 
- ” — 
* 
= s — 
_ * 
3 by 


» 
i a 
* 
* 
* 
Us Et . 
* 7 5 
* , 
* * 
| OT 
C 5 1 o 
2 4 
* 4 4 8 F 2 £ FM * » * 
q £ 2.5 * 4 


TE — 
4 L 7 'S : A 
"I : 
$ 7 fy * k 
. "33" 2 
5 * 
1 4 4 
"4 ts = . * 


* Ss0OCII. D 7 
AND THEIR „ * 


OPPOSITE vii CES. Þþ 

L127 - 

I, On the Neceſlity of Abſolute||XIV., The Duty of Runs. 

Rightenfurf to Soer a1 Ho- XV R e — 
NESTY, and People. 


II. III. The Duties of the Mar-||XVI. Awvarice inconſiſtent with 2 
ried State. W and 4 —— Duty. 
and 


IV. V. VI. VII. The Duty of 
e y Indus rar. 


—_— 


- 


* 


Parents. 
VIIIL. IX. The Duty of Children. XVIII. The Nature and Cha. 2 
X. The Duty of SRRVAUTSs. racter of Exvr, _ 
XI. The Duty of MasTzRs, XIX. XX. The true Nature * = 
XIII Day of PayingDebe:. Pam, 55 


_— 


. =, 5 
2 1 4 8 


By PATRICK DR ELANY, 2 D. Y 
DEAN of Dow OWN. 2 _ 


NES «5... 


-l The SECOND EDITI 0 „„ — 4 
1 In which the FIVE laſt SERMONS, are now v int Printed: 2Y 
Fr LONDON: „ 
Printed for Jo HN and JAMES RIvIxo TON, 5 


the Bible and Crown in St. Paul's Church era. : 
M.DCC.XLVITI, - 92 


— 


pts A r WAY 
N 2 . 
rn n - LW hel. "OR , 
CC Cone IAIN. N Me Erna Re RE ck i A 3 1 ; * , RET 

ber Ys e . n E . n 8 0 N n G * » bo. LCL 

Fe nr Ts; . : * . CCC r Mot BY 

— —ü—ũä—6 . — En * 1 * 3 5 1 
äͤZé3—). — — — — 


2 


. 
5 


* ae 8 


8 


— . ta Ix 
A 
PEN 8 


e 


* 
5 
og. 
Ne 
1 
I 

: 

; 
* 
: 
N 

N 
| 
. 

p 
* 
1 
* 
E 
3 


5 . n Wer nn wy. at — 
1 , # F1 8 8 : £ 

$ I * 5 ; 
Ln nr © 


- dx o *s * * 
, 
* 
„ * * » 4 
— 5 7 8 "EI £4, A 4 * . © Þ . 
» * - Py y of » * 9 , * * 
$ 1 1 * 1 IF , 2 5 
* A * . 1 4 2 we * * 
* "_ 
- 2 q 


latter. In ſaying this, he pretends not 
to acquit himſelf of ambition: he hat 
perhaps as ſtrong a bias of 1 
AS 


ortal; but 


Io OA og Sr 


. a u 
# _ Ate 45 eh #4: oe 


and intirely turned from all hope or 
proſpect of preferm ent, to the ſole 


view of endeavouri ring to deſerve it. 


* r 


1 = 8 a * — * 


ile, that way, as any m 


ug 1 extas found by your 


1 ſon, near twenty years ago, in an 


4 
i 
1 
— 5 
. 
36 - 
— * 
5 15 * 
* * 
5 
4 
= % 
2 
: ” 
* 


3 without any ſuit or ſolicitation on his 
. ide) a little more into the light, at 
7 leaſt into the _ of the world ; 


1 1 
d 


_ conti | 


aan e de Ibm 
not Funn duh, 


87 
1 


— 


y labour, and 
zcal in — aun of Re. 


and the World will beſt judge! Thus 
1 much, However, that World wil I 
allow, that there is no impropriety in | 
| the Uh and that there are 


: 


r 


e Nor was e care conf Ened 


* 


to One: it deſcended with equal ſo- 
icitude.to All her Deſcendants. And 


L myſelf have had frequent occaſions 
of being eye and car-witneſs to her 


varied, inceſſant, and unwearied at- 
92 N tention 


— 


7 


| Fo 1 4 $4 
to ebe oD 


7” Bf. 


* . „ 5 


ted.; 


— T8. 1 ok what, 4 87 : 
let thoſe ho. b. r, 


— 
. 8 Re hy 
N 9 "BREW 
„ $$? 
ar. 


*. 


* : * | % * « . Tx 4. 
1 4. 44 | hk 4.5 ; 4 
= 


Anather man, in my. place, might 
find this a fit occaſion to do more 
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ſome known taw, Where no ſuch error or 


| infirmity can be pleadec: And, therefore, if 


ir ſhould be found upon inquiry, that ſuch 
a violation of one law would be as deſtructive 


to all the ends of religion, as univerſal diſ- 
obedience, I-hope it will not ſeem hard or 
unjuſt. to conclude, that whoſoever ſhall keep 
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3 nn — 56 K man KY 


of the dame 9 many 
others as he couid. For txamples A man 
that Will not ſwear, nor allow himſalf in 
the vices of, wine and women, bat will 
2 aankind when it is in his power, 
s, himſelf i indaftriouſly to do ſo, with 
4 — art and addreſs proper for ſuch a de- 
ſignz 1 fay, ſuch a man may unqueſtionably 
do as much, perhaps more, miſchief in che 
world, by that lingle vice, than he tha t 
lows himſelf the greateſt latitude in ſinniag t 
for, as, in trade, he that purſues eng bratich | 
with all his induſtr and application. is com 
monly more ſucceſsful in it, and attains all 
B 4 _ 
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fication of — ones Will, una bly 
purſue all its intereſts, and accoinpliſh all its 
eindulgerhämlelf in a variety of purſuits? for 
different views andi purpoſes call off the at- 
tention, and diſtratt the mind inſumuch 
that ſome muſt be „and perhaps 
none attended to as hey. -ought;- Beſides 
that, the intereſts of different vices? often” 
interfere, and deſtroy aach other; iaſomuch 
that if a man endeab ur fo be more wicked, 
ke oftentimes finds himſelf under a neceſir 
habe ng det io, in ech i . eee 

would have ben 
Again, A man tliat indulges himſelf 
in one ſin, is is leſs ſuſpected, conſtr. 
quently may attain all tlie ends & his vil- 
jany at once, with more ſecrecy and fecurity. 
When a man throws off all appearance of 
conſcience and religion, mankind are upon 
their guard -againſt- him; there is ſomething 


ok 


ard for kick a one t. 
the meaneſt mo 
neſß is. covered and 4diſgniſed'by — 
ance of ſome virtues that go along with d, 
| -that e ſupport it, and cer as 

2 ends, ſale and unſu- 
edel 1 is evident. therefore, that. the 
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lg inipanicular inſtances, 
ee gay Freer neren from univerlal | 
181 An . 1 7 11 DOR 
mind wilblikewiſe be as effectually defaced, 
1 habirual- e in one inſtance; as in 


CON N 81 5572 
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tain and principle of all morality: all: ſin 
againſt our neighbour is a — 5 of 
this law: the law is general, and the ſe- 
veral particular duties of life are contained 
under it. And therefore he that allows 
himſelf to violate the general law, doth, vir- 
CHOW tually 
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wann ay Ulathe-purcieularsinilidad 
= init: be thatitutsof the trunk of a 
| mer dot effectually,cut aum cer branch 
e ſhoots: out from it. And therefote 
| Bd. Senner argus Very rightly: M thou do 
not unnmit adultery, yet if than hill, than 
2 become tranſeneſſor of the la. That 
* lan of loves or A. ihe kinaſelf er. 
Jun fubfid the — — 
| Frriptures, Thou: halt love thy neighbour gs 
1 neuf y do uuril. The great law of love, 
2 or; 2s the moraliſts expreſs. it, of univerſal 
f 


binevolence, obliges us to do all, manner 
of good to all mankind, and to ahſtain from 
manner of evil. And phat 
if we are influcaced by any: regard to this 
law, ab the: duties of it will be equally fa- 
cred to us: And therefore if ve could look 

into the hearts f thoſe men that allow 
ſins, e ſhould find, that they only, abſtain 
nation, or ability, or fear of greater evil. 
Firſt, I ay, for Want of inclination; for, 
as cortupt as the world is, yet it hath pleaſed 


8 o 0 to oppoſe and balance the vices and 
paſſions 


n eee powers uf : 
men ate very happily limited by Gn and 
no mans is ſufficient for univenſal tranſgreſ- 
$99.3 and happy is it, that they ate her for 
if partial and limited wickedueſs praduoe 
fo much miſchief in che world, hat would 
become gf it, if the abilities of evil-men 
Were unlimited, and it were expoſed to 
boundlgG.end/naiverſa irgquity) But, at che 
ſame time, certainly there is no kind-of vi- 
tue in ahſtaining from a vice from hyhieh we 
ne or nnn nat able 
140 comunit. 4 Ts 9g 0 3 
Again, . men ncerabl anihinclined 
Fon vice, yet they are oſten reſtrained from 
Pleaſed GD to canſtitute this laws, that 
the violation of them is not only attendei 
with eternal punifnment, but likewiſe with 
temporal; inconvenience; inſomuch that evil 
and affliction are the natural, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable attendants of vice: pain, poverty, 
and infamy, wait upon it; and it is nao won- 
der, if theſe very often affright their _ 
rics in their warmeſt purſuits. 


1 
> & 1 


For 


43 


—— — 


— — 


rr * 2 


— — — 2 —— 


* —— — „ 
——— — —— , 


—— 4 


1 


* — 2 —— r 
— a _ reg wo gr — — 
ve 


-- — — 
_s 


. 22 2332 — „ . n 
"xo te * pn, <A — e * 
r 122 UC era — 1 L 5 _ 


— — $49 ans * 
e 
= VAL 4 : go 


— r ——— 
— — Uh" AA, 4 A 


ry,_— coy 
FOI OE * SO OE AO ne — 
5 v o 


— 2 — oe — . — NT 
—— — — —— 7 A l 
* S + * » of n * - — a 
—— — 9 — — me 295 . =_ 
. F , 2 l g 1 2 * a a — * ' G l =_ 
— e by 9 p 1 8 1 - l 
: a = & . = \ =_ FRET 
: , = f "Ly q G , a . + Bear rt ! E. , Le 7 OY * 
* * * 2 1 * up as | TID * 9 K I 1 — . * - l \ \ \ BY. arcs' s vey S 
R * IT, R OS a ES 5 t> 2 A A Dr 8 t 9 os | POET gz a; P . 7 . 1 
? jo 5 8 1 , gin et S 1 S 5 weigh 5 . : 2 5 5 oy _ 4.24 a E wi — 
— — A _ 0 9 r 5 * — „ b 25 W GN ö 3 . N 2 0 9 * " l woe the I n 
— DTC * I CI es * * aw "A . 8 — 2 9 aa 0 9 n nn 9 * a er N r Nr RY * 8 * 8 n ben £ - = 
c 6 * 25 N 9 * Ke N : C5 Be y w : —— r ; N . . o 8 7 * . 2 r 8 2 1 — 
K - c 7 . K WW r r 5 9 = 
Y Ls. * e F 4 4 * 4 = 2 e 7 . ny < 
0 ; 2 WY: . F F en 2 1 
0 ” : " i EA OUT EW SEP * 22 —_— 
. $ 1 e Ns 1 AW GER 
- : 4 * 2 - W 1 1 N 
+ * 1 1 
1 > % 
© 


— 
— — 
n 
Wer * * ow PUT EIT IO 
oy 5 « 2 
_— —_—_ ap. As REY mt aka | (i af ed © Ne 
_ Ju > _ * 


Wo * e e e 


-rended/ with conſiderable expenee ; fuch 2 


5 r. and been res and theſe ſome 


om, becauſe, as Well as they 
love them, they are loth to indulge'i in them 
at the hazard of that poverty and ruin that 
Waits them. There are others, who, tho 
Perhaps they cold bear the expence, yet 


have hot a conſtitution to ſuppott them in 
dhe purſbit; and therefore they abſtain, be- 


cauſe health and life are dearer to them. 
There is à third fort; ho, tho their for- 
tune ind conſtitution ou bear them out 
zin their extravagance, yet are with held by 


oppoſite principles or purſuits; their avarice | 
will not let them3:Thame forbids them; re- 


putation; fear of authority, or petſons they 
have à dependence upon, check thęir courſe. 
It is true, the world has the advantage af 
their abſtinence, and they themſelves ſhun, 


in a good meaſure, the numerous inconve- 


niencies of their views; but yet it is evident, 
that in the eye of Gop they are not inno- 
cent, hut are, in ſome degree, guilty of all 
the wickedneſs they had at heart to per- 
petrate; and from vhich they were not 
with held by any motive of conſcience, or 
. fear 


it is s hard to conclude cheſs den ante: een 1 85 


vir 1 u being wit held 
by , 5a far he — th bars and: 
reſtraints; as it hath pleaſtd Go to lay upon 
us, in out way to vic... 2 
In the next place, that all morility i inthe 
mind will as effectually be deſtroyed by ha- 
bitual iniquity in one inſtance, as in all, will 
appear, if we conſider, that the moral vir 
tues have a near relation, and are cloſely 
connected with one another: And the breaks! 
ing of one link will effectually diſſolve the 
whole chain. And that this is no ſpecula- 
tion, but true in fact, will appear, if wes 
_ conſider, that one ſin lays men almoſt under 
a neceſſity of committing others; as rob- 
bers are ſometimes forced to murder, in 
their own defence; and murders frequently 
beget other murders, to ptevent diſcovery. 
Thus it is obvious, that lyars will ſwear, to 
ſupport their falſhood; and drunkatds muſt 
be idle and extravagant, and liable, at leaſt, 
to every other vice. Thus it was notorious; + 8 
in the primitive ages of Chriſtianity, that 
3 ſchiſma. 
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— her guardian; ſhe — 
toudulteryz that was ſuceceded by hypocriſy, 
and an irnpious and blaſphemous: mockery 


gan with — d —— 


of devotion, in thanking the gods for the 
fucceſs of her gullt; and ſhe ended in mur- 


der. And the teaſon of all this is manifeſt: 


vices beget one ther; like . diſeaſes ; and 
it: is in the mind as in the body; one ulce- 
rated and corrupt part drains even the beſt 
humours to feed it, and converts n in- 


to like corruption. : 


Zut to purſue this matter a little more 
clakly; let a man reſolve ro renounce every 
other ſin, and yet allow himſelf in the 


ſingle vice of drunkenneſs: In allowing him- 
ſelf in this vice, he muſt be idle and extra · 


vagant, he muſt neglect his family, impair 
his rcaſon, his health, and his fortune, and 
haſten his end: he is incapablè of diſcharg- 
s he ought; any one duty to himſelf, 

his Creator, or his country; he is at the 
ſame time in the power of every vice ima- 
* 3- lewdnc6 in its worſt forms and 
abomi- 


band, a bad facher, a daa gend; he uo 
lates every duty to Go and te his neigh-- 
bour; he — (as occaſion offers) | 
every one of the Ten Commandments; His 
belly is his god; he is the idolater of 'his* 
liquor; he takes the LoR Ds name in vain 
every moment; he profanes the ſabbath, he 
diſhonours his parents, he murders his belt 
friends, and betrays their ſecrets ;_ he com- 
mits adultery, in his heart, with every wo- 
man he looks upon; he robs his children 
and wife of their ſupport, and their inhe- 
ritance; he utters every folly and falſhood 
that comes into his head; ; and he Ks R 
every thing his filly eyes are ſet upon.. So. 
that we may ſay of this vice as of the evil 
ſpirit in the goſpel; it is not a ſingle defil, 
but it 1s legion. 
Again, let a man reſolve to allow atk; 
ſelf only in the committal of one other 
ſin; vi. to exact, extort, and oppreſs every 
man in his power, from day to day, and 
from — to year; to grind the face of the 
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kis heart2 and WActn LI 
not do more evil- in the world, in the 
_ courſe of ſuch a life, than a thouſand other, 
men, who. might occaſionally violate every! 
ane. of the Ten Commandments? Or, take 
= matter in a far leſs flagrant inſtance ; let 
a man reſolve to allow. himſelf only in the 
committal of this one bit nz Viz, To cheat. 
and over reach others in his dealings, as 
often and as much as he can To 4 
this end, mu be not endeayour £0 N 


e 


* 


that is, in one word, "muſt bw not. ©, allow. 
himſelf in all the arts of hypocrtly, perjury, . 
falſnood, and fraud, as well as injuſtice? 
Does not this habit alſo include in it the 
guilt of the robber that aſſaults you in tlie 
highway, and the thief that invades you by, 
night? Is he not the author of that x poverty 


that ſtaryes your famil 4 to death, that temprs | 


"16 | vou 


** 


the fair and honeſt dealers, whoni he cauſes 
to be treated as knaves and: villains} whoſe 
honeſty, however ſincere, muſt always be 
ſuſpected, for his fake, who abuſes alt the 
marks and characters of honeſty, to all the 
purpofes of villainy x. And therefore docs 
not this one habit virtually include in it all 
kinds of evil and impiety? And conſequently 
do you not tranſgreſs the whole law,” when 
you offend in this one point? 1 
To illuſtrate this i in one inſtance more: Let 
a man diſclaim all. other vices, and allow 
himſelf only in this one; viz. To corrupt 
and ruin the virtue of as many women as 
come in his way: he will not ſteal, becauſe 
perhaps his bread depends upon the credit 
of his honeſty; perhaps, too, the ſucceſs of 
his vice depends, in ſome meaſure, upon his 
being thought a man of honour. He will f 
not ſteal, that is, he will not defraud you of 
a trifle; yet, at the ſame time, he will not 
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e bleſſing of his, life, the, af 66 ion, 
eſteem, . and virtue of. his wife; nor will he 
Truple to rob that dear friend $ children of 
their. inheritance, by, ſubſtituting. is own 
ſpurious iſſue in their place. He will, not 


EE 1 


rob, nor murder, upon the road, becauſe 
he fears. the gallows;. but. then he will run 
in debt with all mankind, and is perfectiy 
careleſs how many poor families are ruined 
by his extravagance: or ſay, he pays his 


S . 


debts, and performs His contracts in the 
common affairs of life, is he religious in 
ſo doing? Quite otherwiſe : J perhaps. his 
livelihood depends upon it; nor would he 
otherwiſe have wherewithal to ſupport, him 
in the purſuit of his favourite ſin: ſo that 
it i is not religion, bur rather irreligion, thar 
hinders him from committing that ſi in; one 
vice forbids another. 15 
There is ſomething. ſo groſs and wocking 
in this vice of corrupting women, that it 
is hardly poſſible to expoſe it as it ought: 

it is like ſome deformed creatures, too foul 
and too loathſome to be handled; its tur- 

pitude defends it; the bare mention of it 
is almoſt an dernen to modeſty: and yet, 


whoever 


Unbever B 8 lived A üg 8 in the weed) | . 
to obſerve the dreadful" effects of it, will 
caſily conclude it infinitely flagitious and de- 
teſtable; and to convince you, that it is 
ſo, We need ofily mention this one cha- 
rater of it, that it delights; above all others, 

n the ruin of innocence and virtue, than 
nich nothing can be more deviliſh, .- > 
And; if we add to this, the miſery and 
deſolation it derives upon all families, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, the corruption of 
body and mind; the infamy, the poverty, 
the proftirarion, to Which it betrays the moſt 
helpleſs of the moſt heavenly part of the 
creation, we ſhall juſtly conclude it under 
a complication of unſpeakable” guilt; and 
conſequently that he that offends in 12225 
one point, is completely guilty of all. 

And the like may be obſerved of al” 
other vices whatſoever; for yices are in 
alliance and combination with one another, 
as well as virtues; and any one in a very 
high degree, implics all the reſt,” It i is im- 
poſſible to indulge one evil habit without 
indulging many others at the fame time; 
or at leaſt contracting ſuch a depravity of 
mind as diſpoſes a man to tranſgreſſion and 
FR C 2 T | diſobe. 


F 1 Achatz 1 conſequently, bill all virtue 
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3 Product mf 


l hin. 
1 "A And ſince one 058 of bs Ming Sis - 
it (as I before obſerved) to inſpire ſuch 4 
=x purity. of mind and manners, as might fit 
Ez us for the converſation of angels and arch- 
1 angels, and the beatitudes of Heaven; and 
if ſince habitual iniquity,,in any one inſtance, 
3 depraves the mind to ſuch a degree as. to 
94 deface all morality and purity from it, it 
wy is. evident, that this end of the divine 80 
. vernment will alſo be as effectually defeated 
8 by tranſgreſſion in one point as in all. 
J. And thus I have done with She fea 
wy! heads 1 propoſed to treat on in diſ- 
14 ' courſe: and I hope I have ſhewn, to your 
10 entire fatisfaction, firſt, That the authority 
Will of God, is equally inſulted and deſtroyed 
4 1 by the habitual known violation of one _ 
1 law, as of all. Sccondly, That the ends of 
} 1 his government would as. effeQually be de- 
| feated by tranſgreſſion in one point, as in 
Wills all, Theſe ends, I ſhew'd you, were the 
1 nappineſs of his creatures in this world, and 
Will ſuch a purity of mind and manners as might 
Wh | fir and prepare us for the beatitudes of 
Fi il W 8 Heaven. 
Will 
| 
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Heaven. As en of t theſe, 1 awd); ha 
vou, that the evils derived upon ſocietyy 
from tranſgreſſions! in particular inſtances; ©. 
would not be leſs than ſuch as would fol- 
ſequently that the happineſs of Gos crea- 
tures in this world would as effectually be 
defeated, by offending in one point, as by 
offending in all. And, ſecondly, E ſhew'd 
you, that all virtue, all morality in the 
minds of men, will as effectually be defaced 
by habitual iniquity in one inſtance, as in all; 
and conſequently, that it will render them 
equally and utterly diſqualified ns the bogs 
titudes of Heaven. | 
The inferences deducible from this . | 
trine are very obvious: | 9 
And, firſt, It is obvious to obliirke from '* ] 
it, that refinement and perfection of virtue, 
introduced into the world by the Chriſtian 
religion. My brethren, is this no more than 
heathen morality ? Did their utmoſt extent 
of wiſdom fo much as ſuggeſt to them an 
idea of any thing ſo exalted and accom» 
pliſhed? Had even the Fews, who were in- 
finitely better informed, any notion of ſuch_. 
excellence? Quite otherwiſe! they imagined 
. that 


that a unt for any 5 Is 
_ _ negligence and iniquity in all the reſt: nay,” 
have the boldeſt advocates for heathen per- 
fection any idea of it to this day? Is it not 
yet a paradox, even to the beſt Chriſtians?! 
And yet, upon inquiry, all depends upon it! : 
not the purity of religion and virtue only, 
but their very eſſence; and, in conſequence 
of that, the perfection and happineſs of 'the 
whole race of _— wa in n heaven n in 
wee mt 

In the next ade. we may : ker Foods his 
dodtine, the neceſlity of inquiring into our 
own ſtate, and examining whether we in- 
dulg ge ourſelves in any one habit of vice; 
for, it we do, all our imaginary virtues will 
avail us nothing: we may perhaps do ſome 
good in the world: but then we cannot do 
it from a principle of virtue. Can the ſume 
fountain, my brethren, ſend forth fweet 
"water and bitter? No, if we are thus vir- 
tuous, we are virtuous upon the very ſame 
principles that we are vicious; becauſe it 
pleaſes us, and is agrecable to us: we are 
virtuous to gain the eſteem of men, or to 
gratify our vanity, or to comply with 4 
ſtrong natural propenſity: we are virtuous 
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ſerves: of Cato, Becanſe he could not be 


ary to Sbcial Honeſty. 25 
for the ſame reaſon that the hiſtorian ob- 


"Pow 
a, 


otherwiſe but by no means upon a prin- 


ciple of religion or conſcience: for; if we 
practiſed any one virtue, becauſe G op had 


commanded it, we ſhould certainly practiſe 
every other in our power, for the ſame'rea- 


ſon: and, if we avoided any one vice, purely 
becauſe G op had forbidden it, we ſhould 


certainly avoid every other for the ſame 


reaſon: and therefore, if we allow ourſelves 


in any one vice, it is certain We are not 


bleſſed with any one virtue. 


From hence we may infer „ Gd Ame 
it is melancholy to reflect upon it) the lo 
condition of virtue in the world; for, if we 
ſtrike off all thoſe virtues that were born 
with us, that is, which we practiſe merely 
in conſequence of our natural temper and 


conſtitution, all thoſe that education hath 
inculcated, and habits confirm 


impulſe or aſſiſtance of religion; all, that 
fear, ſhame, reputation, and awe of autho- 
rity, have bound upon us, without regard to 
conſcience, or the fear of GO p; alas! what 
Will remain with us at the foot of the ac- 
count! We ſhall indeed have, in ſome mea- | 
C 4 ſure 


d, without the 


and <q will — ſome advantage from 
them; but where, will be the merit, or the 


reward? It is true, theſe good diſpoſitions 


are the ſureſt foundations of virtue; and, if 


| improved and cultivated from a ſenſe of re- 


ligion, will, without queſtion, intitle us to 
the beatitudes of Heaven: but ſurely it is 
much to be feared, there is leſs real virtue 


of this ſort in the world than is commonly 


imagined. . If the church of Rome had con- 
ſidered this as they ought, if they had re- 
flected, that no virtue can be placed to any 


mans account, further than as he practiſed 


it from a ſenſe of conſcience, and duty to- 
wards Gop; and that, even there, the in- 
fluence of the divine grace left him but 
ſmall ſhare in the merit; and that no vir- 
tue, ſtrictly ſpeaking, was conſiſtent with 
any habit of vice; they would find their 
fund of merit much lower than they ima- 
gine, (or at leaſt pretend) and conſequently. 
that proud, preſumptuous, pernicious doc- 


trine would fall with it. They would find, 
that no fleſh could boaſt in his ſight, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; that, 
ſhould he be extreme to mark what is done. 
amiſs, 


In the laſt place, from the doctrine of 


my text, we may infer the neceſſity of guard- 


ing againſt our favourite vice. It is agreed, 
that every man living is more prone to 
ſome vices than to others: the corruption 
of our nature diſpoſes itſelf differently, ac- 
cording to our different conſtitutions and 
habits; and the point that tends to, is our 
favourite vice, which we are ſtudious to re- 
preſent in the moſt fayourable light, and leſ- 
ſen the malignity of it with all our art and 
induſtry: we intercede for it, as Lot did for 
Zoar; Is it not a little one? and flatter our 
ſelves, that we may compound with 'Gop 
for one ſin; and that, if we diſcharge our 
duty in other points, he will not be extreme 
to call us to account for this one: little 


conſidering, that every habit of vice is a mor- 


tal ſin; arid that one mortal diſeaſe is as in- 
conſiſtent with health; and as deadly, as a 
thouſand; that a mortification,or a gangrene, 
may as well begin from one point, as from 
any number; and will as effectually over- 
tun 


amiſs," 0 Bind, Zoho might edide' 2 77 85 
word, they would quickly conclude, with os 

our Bleſſed Saviour, That, when they had . 
done all, they were unprofitable — 
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8 whole man; that vices are con- 
— and that one ſin, admitted to our 
heart, is like that cvil ſpirit in the goſpel, 
Who, when he had taken poſſeſſion, brought 
with him fer even more ſperits, \ worſe than 
| himſelf. And, laſtly, That we haye ſcarce | 
more than one ſin to conteſt with, che in 
that does ſo eaſi, 4% beſet 1s that, tho this 
world be a ſtate of warfare, yet have . 
for the moſt part, but one mighty enemy. 
to combat; the reſt are weak, and eaſily de- 
feated. The corruption of our nature dif- 
poſes itſelf to one point; and there, as in 
the breach of a fortreſs, we ſhould be 
particularly watchful, becauſe there is our 
greateſt danger. And if we are ſo falſe to 
ourſelyes,. and to the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion; as baſely to deſert or ſurrender the poſt 
he has appointed us to maintain; how ſhall 
we dare to appear before him! eſpecially 
when we were aſſured of his ſupport in the 
conflict, and might haye taken up the whole 
armour of Gop for our defence; whereby 
we ſhould be enabled r quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, and to ſtand in 
the aay of battle. Stand therefore, my bre- 
thren, in the name of Gop; having your. 
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loins girt with truth, and having on the 
breaſt e of righteouſneſs 3 and take the 
helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, pra ing 
always; with all pra yer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereto, with all 
perſe everance, that ye may be found faith-. 
ful in the day of trial. Which Gop of 
his infinite mercy grant, through the me- 
rits and mediation of JESUS CHRIST. 
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Vevertheleſ every ane fon 
bertel + love hit wife even 
as bimpelf'; and the wife Joe'ohat 
be, ſeverence her Puchand, | NY Ds 


" TOS 


7 A Wo 7 1 


"HE Apoſtles Feist Acſis n, in "this 
_ epiſtle to the Epheſians, is, to deter 
theſe new conyerts from all thoſe cortuptions 
that reigned in the heathen world, and ex- 
hort them to that purity of life and manners, 
injoined by the goſpel : that they ſhould put 
off, concerning the former converſation, the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful Iuſts ; and be renewed in the ſpirit 
of their mind, putting on the neu min, 
which after God is created in righteoufnep 
and true holineſs. | | 
Many of the deities worſhiped 'by | tis 
heathen world, were che greateſt _— | 
. . NL © OC. + O . 
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of iniquity and uncleanneſs, that ever Were 
Heard of. And therefore ir I n Wonder: 
if their worſhipers 1 thought there was no evil 
| in. thoſe actions, Whic were authorized by 
the example of their gods. Nay, on the con- 
trary, foraſmuch as all religion directs us to 
the imitation of what we. adore, . hence, 
| Eine to paſs, that the moſtHagitious 3 ar 
Monſtrous impurities were not ny pragiſed, 
but injoined, injoined as neceſſary tites of 
adoration, and actually performed in their 
very temples. And as this was the practice 
in many other places, it was remarkably ſo 
at Lipheſus, (whither this epiſtle i is dircdted) 
as we are aſſured by Srrabo and. Atbenæus. k 
And therefore, the apoſtles deſign, in this 
epiſtle, is ro reclaim his converts of that city 
from thoſe abominations, to which 2h were 
before devoted. 

And, in order to 0 Kis kg gives them 
W- underſtand, that the God they were now 
taught to worſhip, wasaBcing of infinite per- 
fection and purity: and therefore to make their 
adoration acceptable to him, they muſt put off 
their former pollution, and i imitate his purity : 
they muſt put off the old man, which ZS.Cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts; and put 

on 


on — — W abb een Go gere- 
ated in rightrouſuæſꝭ and true holineſs; N 
For, however the guilt of their fdrthcr 
corruptions might be alleviated from the 
ignorance in which they Were 
yet were they now, from the advantage of 
better iũ formation andiinſtruction, altogether 
without excuſe, if they committed the ſame 
enormities. For, faith he, he were ſumetimes 
darkneſs, but now are ye light: bu furni- 
cation, and-alluncleauneſs$; let it not be once 
named among you, as hecometh ſaints. For 
this ye not, that n0) whoremonger,' or un. 
clean perſon, hath any inheritance iu the 
W Chriſt and of Gl. 
And ſoow after this, the apoſtle ſubjoins 
the duty of husbands and wives: the duty of 
ſubmiſſion and reſpect in the one, ànd of 
love and tenderneſs in the other: modeſtly: 
implying, that a religious regard to the ma- 
trimonial contract was the moſt natural and 
rational method of avoiding: thoſe ſenſual 
corruptions, into which the heathen world 
was ſunk. And when he hath ſhewn, that. 
the original union of one man with one wo- 
man was an emblem of the myſtical union 
* umu and his Church, he adds, Ne- 0 
vertheleſs, 
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may be, however, — af "On the N 1 
let euery . ou in particular, fo love his 


nf if 5 js wc that 


intent of theſe words, I now proceed, from 
them, to lay Ae you the duties of the 


married ſtate, 


I ſhall begin wich the e Og to his 
vite. And this may be reduced to theſe 
Eirſt, Husbands are to love their wives. 
And this they are engaged to do, from all the 
natutal and moral motives 3 influence 
adational creature. 

And, firſt, it is ed, hows an n equality 
is neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of an entire 


affection and friendſhip in life. For this rea- 


ſon; tyrants and ſlaves are no more to be 
tied together in the bands of love, than an' 


aſs and an elephant can be harneſſed under 


one yoke. Equality is neceſſary to union; 
and ther efore love is obſerved * either to find 


all perſons equal, or to make them ſo. This 


the great Author of our nature well knew, 
and 


eee eee warn crfealy 
. 'equal; and, to expreſs this equality, as di- 
vines obſerve, he formed Eue from Adams 
ſide: the woman was taken from that part, 
rather than from any other, either higher or 
lower, to ſignify, that ſhe is neither her huſ- 
band's miſtreſs, nor yet his ſlave: that as ſhe 
is not to inſult, ſo ſhe is not to be inſulted; 
but to be treated upon a foot of natural . | 
lity, with affection and regard. *Y 
Again, union is nockiiend to me z to 
have the ſame deſires and averſions. For this 
reaſon; Gop Almighty made the firſt pair of 
one fleſh. And Adam ſaid, This is now 
bone of my bones, and fleſh of my fleſh; ſhe 
ſoall be called woman; n fie WAS rake 
out of man. * 0 4254) 
And this natural union of the firſt pair x Was 
but an emblem of that moral and myſtical 
union, that was to be eſtabliſhed between all 
ſucceeding pairs, that ſhould be joined to- 
gether in the holy ſtate of — to 
the end of the world. 
And hence it is, that, when Aden had | 
declared his ſenſe of this union that joined 
him to Eve, he adds, as from himſelf, (yet 
moſt evidently by divine appointment) There- 
5 D fore | 
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Pore ;ſhall a man ledve this father and — 
Mother, und ſhall cleuve umto his wife : n 
they two foall be one fleſh +: Signifying, that 
moment, be more powerful than the bonds 
f nature and that the tie of conjugal af- 
fecxion, which bound a man to his wife, 
ſhould exceed the neareſt and ſtrongeſt ties of 
blood: and for that rcaſon a man ſhould for- 
ſake even his father and his mother, from 
hom he derived his being, and cleave to his 
wife, which was to be his ſecond ſelf, and, 
of conſequence, nearer and dearer to him, 
even than his parents: as ourſelves are nearer 
and dearer to us, than any other mortals. 
AN indeed when we conſider the na- 
ture of this union, we ſhall ſee evident rea- 
fon, why man and wife ſhould be nearer 
and dearer to one another, than any other 
mortals. For, firſt, they are united upon the 
terms of as intimate a correſpondence, and 
as univerſal and intire a communion, as if 
they were one ſoul and one body. And, ſe- 
condly, their intereſt is in all reſpects perfectly 
the ſame. That which tends to make one 
happy, naturally tends to make the other hap- 
-py alſo: and that which tends to make the 
* | 2 one 
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one miſerable and uneaſy, tends to make the 0 


other miſerable at the ſame time. 

TE intereſt of the neareſt dae in 05 
world, out of marriage, will often interfere; 
and it requires great generoſity and diſintereſt - 
edneſs, not to repine oftentimes at the good 
ſucceſs of the neareſt and deareſt friends: 
becauſe, how intimate ſoever their correſpond- 
ence may be, their intereſts are ſtill diſtinct, 
and often oppoſite, Nor is it poſſible to puts, 
a caſe, wherein they are, in all een the 
ſame, except in marriage. 

SUPPOSE a brother that I loved as my 
life; yet ſtill my eſtate is not his eſtate : my 
honour is not his honour: my children are 
not his children, But in marriage the caſe 


is actually ſo. Your eſtate is your wife's 
eſtate; it is actually her property, as muchꝭ as 


yours. Vour honour is her honour: and yout 
children are her children; as dear and neat 
to her, as they are to you; and the care of 
them, and proviſion for them, as much her 
concern, and her intereſt. And hence it is 
that the idea of an intire and perfect friend- 


ſhip is no- where to be met with but in the 
married ſtate. via 
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I temember but three or four inſtances of 
extraordinary friendchip, recorded by pro- 
fane writers, in all antiquity: and three of 
theſe are downright poctical fiftions. : And 
the fourth, vis. That of Alexander and 
Epheſtion,ſcems to have no better foundation 
than an extravagant imirition of Achilles and 
Patroclus or, ſuppoſe it eſtabliſhed in a par- 
ticular inclination and intereſt, it was, im this 
view, no more than ſuch as might engage 
any two men of honour as nearly, to "this 
day: and, no doubt, hath and doth 'engage 
thouſands, every day. Nor was it founded 
either in a ſimilitude of manners, (which is its 
ſureſt baſſ S) or in a fit union of univetfal' in- 
A | ET 

T Exnx is alſo ROO” en inſtance of 
extraordinary friendſhip, in ſacred hiſtory, 
ViS. That of David and Jonathan. And 
this, altho founded in a ſimilitude of manners 
between two generous and martial youths, 
yet ſeems to be raiſed much above the com- 
mon level, by divine appointment; for the 
preſervation of David. And yet, perhaps, 
had Jonathan out. lived the generoſity of 
_ youth, and ſeen his friend placed high above 
him; his friend a ſovereign, and himſelf a 


ſubject; 
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ſubject; his friendſhip * not! ave ſo 
tirely ſurvived his ambition and int 

- WHERE as in marriage, wherethe un 
is for life, and the intereſt is always: the ſame, ; 
the reaſons for mutual affection and .confi- „ 
dence, maſt always continue, and increaſe , | 
with generous and virtuous ſpirits, to the laſt. 
moment of life. To ſay nothing of thoſe 
powerful engagements to love and tender- 
neſs, from the natural attractions of a mo- 
deſt and amiable woman; and thoſe thouſand | 
endearments, (no- where elſe to be met with) 
which Gop hath, in his great wiſdom, eſta- 
bliſhed for the. continuance of: ſo uſeful a 
commerce, without which en could not 
ſubſiſt. | [5 Fri er 

AND nothing” N can he: a ** em- * 
blem of this union, than the two pieces of 
wood which GoDb commanded the prophet 
Ezckiel to join together, and they became 
ane in his hand, - Ezek. xxxvii. the mar- 
riage tie being, by the divine command, like 
the covering and incloſing rind, which 
bound both into one body, circulating all, 
the mutual and endearing offices of affection 
and intereſt thro' the one, in the marriage 


0:3-7:: union, 
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union, as the nutritive and vital juices are 
circulated thro the other, in the natural. 
THE next duty that m owe their 
wives is fidelity. | 
As the laws of Gop and nature oblige 
you to love your wives with diſtinguiſhed 
affection and tenderneſs, ſo do they oblige 
| you to love them alone. And this is what 
is meant by fidelity in the married ftate. 
Ap this duty is demonſtrably founded 
in the law of nature. For ſince it appears 
by accurate obſeryations upon the increaſe 
of mankind, that there are more males born 
in the world than females; and that, in a 
conſtant and eftabliſhed courſe, in the pro- 
portion of about thirteen to twelve, nearly; 
and ſince the right of marriage is a right of 
nature, which all men have equal claim to, 
and yet this right cannot be obtained, if any 
number of men be allowed to haye many 
wives at once, therefore no man muſt have 
many : becauſe, as many wives as ſuch men 
have above one at once, ſo many muſt ſuch 
a number of other men want. | 
Ix one man, for example, hath twenty 
wives to his ſhare, nineteen men- muſt of 
neceſſity be robbed each of them of their 
natural 


— to the: law of nature, 
teen men ſhould have nineteen wives, the 
it is directly contrary. to the law of nature, 
that one man ſhould have men vines 8 
any number above one at once. 1 
AND that this union of one man ien 
one woman ſhould be for life, is evident from 
our bleſſed Saviour s expreſs. werds: ¶ hat 
God hath joined, let na man put aſunder. 
And therefore if man caunat, muſt not put 
them aſundet, they muſt continue together, 
till it pleaſe Go to part them by death. 
And ſo far was Gop from intending to part 
them before, that he plainly intended they 
ſhould ſooner part with every thing elſe, 
even their neareſt and deareſt friends. For 
this cauſe, ſhall a man leave father Gn mo- 
ther, and cleave to his ift. 
Asp indeed if this union were to con- 
tinue only at the diſcretion of either party, 
or for any term leſs than life, the evils that 
would be devolved ſociety, from ſuch 
a limitation, would be infinite: the great 
engagement to peace, and mutual love, would 
be diſſolved: all the truſt and confidence of 
the perfecteſt friendſhip would be intirely de- 
D 4 ſtroyed: 
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ſtroyed: the aſſurance of conſolation in di- 
ſtreſs, of ſupport in ſickneſs, and ſociety in 
age, would be taken away from the earth: 
and the intereſts of families would be totrn 
into ten thouſand diſtractions. In ſhort, the 
evils of life would be infinitely multiplied 
by it, and its nn —_ — im- 
paired. R BY | LENT 24130 

AND Gtainly if marriage is not to be 
allowed upon any other than the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, much leſs is adultery, or fornica- 
tion, to be endured upon any pretence what- 
ſoever; ſince all the arguments either againſt 
arbitrary divorces, or in other words, ' cither 
againſt temporary marriages, or a plurality of 
wives, conclude with much greater force 
againſt both theſe vices; inaſmuch as theſe 
vices naturally tend to deſtroy all the bleſſings 
and ſecurities of love and friendſnip. They 
create endleſs jealouſy, and contention, and 
diſtruſt: and either ruin your fortune, or 
divert it from its natural courſe. And in the 
next place, it is impoſſible for you to in- 
dulge either of theſe vices, without allow- 
ing yourſelf either in the corruption of in- 
nocence, or the enjoyment of corruption; 
and either of theſe naturally overwhelm the 
ſoul 


ſoul gs ſo much confuſion, and diſtrativn 
and remorſe, as muſt, if you are not hardened 
into the malignity of fiends, either conthile- 
in the bitterneſs of org, or r in the 
diſtractions of deſpair. 0 

Fon certainly if you think” at al y 
cannot bear the reflection of having co. 
rupted innocence; of having betrayed a vir- 
tuous and valuable woman to infamy, and 
all the dreadful evils that await it, to po- 
verty and proſtitution, and ſuch a corruption 
of body and mind as will render her, at onee, 
che 2 and horror of human nature. 

O the other hand, can you, with leſs 

de to your reaſon, give yourſelf up to 
the arms of a proſtitute? To mercenary. and 
polluted embraces? To the wiles of ſerpents, 
that twine around you, for no other reaſon, 
but to prey upon you, and ſting you to death? 
AND to deter you from ſuch a ſhameful 
and corrupticourſe, read Solomon reflections, 
read the obſervations of the wiſeſt of man- 
kind, upon the danger of ſuch a conduct, 
and the ſure ruin that awaits it, in the vith 
and viith chapters of his proverbs. 

To keep you from the evil woman, from 
the flattery of the tongue of a ſtrange woman, 


if 


** 3 beauty in thing 
tber det her take thee. — her. — Gon 
a man tale fire in his boſam, and his cloaths 
nat be burut? Can one go upon hot coals, and 
his feet not be burnt ? So he that goeth in ta 
|| ' his neighbour's: wife, —— toucheth 
1 her, ſball not be iunoceut. And ſurely it is; 
dull as certain, that he that goeth in to a pol 
lated proſtitute, whoſoever toucheth her, ſhall 
neither be innocent nor unhurt: but doth, 
in truth, take fire into his n. almoſt in 
a literal ſenſe. We vs 
AGAIN, faith the wiſe man, 1 
mitteth adultery with a woman, lacketh un- 
derſtanding.. He that doth it, deſtroyeth bis 
own ſoul. 4 wound and diſhonour ſoall be 
get, and his reproach ſhall not be wiped 
away. Nor is either the wound or the re- 
proach leſs certain in the commerce of a 
mercenary harlot. The arts with which 
theſe wily creatures lic in wait todeceive, at 

once to deceive and to deſtroy the — 
unwary part of mankind, are moſt admi- 
rably (ct forth in the viith chapter of the Pro- 
verbs; where, after the wiſe man hath de- 
{ſcribed the lewd woman's ſhameleſs allure- 
ments, at large, he then adds the ſure ruin 
of 
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ſhe forced him: he«goeth after her 


ye children, and attend to the words of 


tells us, 1 Cor. viith, That the wife hath not 


of the ſimple one that was caught by them 2 
With her much fair ſpeech fbe cauſed him 


to yield 


way, as an ox to the- ſlaughter, or as'a foot 
to the correction of the flocks: till a alart 


the ſnare, and knoweth not, that it is for 
his life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O 


my mouth, Let not thine heart decline to 
her ways, go not aſtray in her paths, For 


ſhe hath caſt down many wounded :" yea 


many ſtrong men have been ſlain by ber. 
Her houſe is the way to hell, going owls 7 


the chambers of death. 


AND altho' vitious liberties are common- 
ly regarded as leſs criminal on the fide of the 
man, yet in reality, and in the ſight of Gop, 
it is not fo; becauſe the obligation to ſide · 
lity is equal, is exactly the ſame, on both 
ſides. And therefore the ſame apoſtle that 


power over her own body, but the husband ; 
tells us alſo, in the fame place, That the huſ | 
band likewiſe hath not Lower over his own 
body, but the wife. 
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Ir is true, the reputation of families is 
more concerned in the chaſtity of the wife: but 
on the other hand, the intereſt and well-· be- 
ing of families is, for the moſt part, more 
concerned in the chaſtity of the husband: 
becauſe he hath it more in his power (ge- 
nerally ſpeaking) to deſtroy the fortune of 
the family by vitious extravagance in this 
point, than the woman hath: and actually 
does ſo, in twenty inſtances to one. And 
therefore, however men may be indulged 
in corruptions of this kind, from the liber- 
ties of a looſer education, and from the worſt 
title in the world, the privilege of a long 
practice in ſin; perhaps too from the partia- 
lity of human laws; yet are they, both from. 
the law of nature, and the law. of Gop, un- 
der equal ties of fidelity with the wife; and 
under equal guilt from the violation af it. 
And this we know, that 20 whoremonger, 
er unclean perſon, hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. And 
therefore, /et no man deceive you with vain 
words ; for, becauſe of theſe things, cometh. 
the wrath of God wan the n of al, a 
__— 8 


THE 


Ser. 1. Duties of the: 


Tas laſt duty of the abe d is mg 
pat and maintain his wife. And this arifeth | 
from the conſideration of their being one 
fleſh. Therefore the apoſtle tells us, that 
men ought ſo to love their wives as their 
own bodies: he that loveth his wife, loveth 
himſelf. For no man ever yet (ſaich he) 
hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it, even as the Lord, the church. 

FROM hence it appears, that the ſame 
obligations that are upon you, for your own 
ſupport and nouriſhment, engage you alſo to 
the ſupport and nouriſhment of your wives. 
And this is accounted the more dire& and 
immediate duty of the husband, becauſe the 
adminiſtration and management of the for- 
tune, is (generally ſpeaking) in his hands; 
that, being, by the divine appointment, his 
province: as being better fitted by nature, 
for the fatigues and hurry of life: and, for 
the moſt part, endowed with a greater ſtrength 
both of body and mind, to enable him to 
make a proper proviſion for his family. I 
ſay, for the moſt part, becauſe there are 
many particular inſtances, where this care reſts 
chiefly upon the wife, when ſhe is found 
bleſſed by almighty Go with better talents 
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Nevertheleſs tet every one of 5 you 1 
parti cular, | love his wife even 


as himſelf : ; and the wife fe thr | 
ſhe reverence her husband. 


1 3 now to the Tau 'of the 
wife; and theſe are, Love, rell, 

and Obedience. * 
FIRST, She is to love her husband: and 
that, upon the ſame principles, and for the 
very ſame reaſons, that he! is to love her. 3 
FIRS 5 Becauſe they are one fleſh: For 
this cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mo. 
ther, and ſball cleave unto his wife: and 
they tuo ſhall be one jleſh, And in truth 
they are joined together upon terms of as 
intire and thorough a communion, as if they 
were one ſoul, and one body: and, ſecondly, 
Becauſe their intereſts are, in all reſpects, per- 
fectly the ſame; which is the trueſt founda- 
tion of friendſhip. The husband's happineſs 

naturally tends to make the * happy, at 
the 


0 
3 
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the lame time; and his miſery, to make her 
miſerable; his riches make her rich; and his 
poverty makes her poor. It is always their 
"Intereſt to wiſh, and avoid, to deſire, and to 
deteſt the ſame things: and ſurely to have 
1 the very ſame intereſt, the ſame deſires and 
© averſions, to be happy in each other's happi- 
1 neſs, and miſerable in cach other's, miſery, 
ate the ſtrongeſt engagements, and the ſureſt 
foundations of intire friendſhip, and perfect 
affection, that can poſſibly be imagined. 
SEcON DL, She is to be faithful to him; 
and as the reaſons of fidelity are the ſame 
both in the husband and the wife, the crime 
of infidelity is more ſhameful and ſcandalous 
in the woman; becauſe it is committed 
againſt the rules of a more reſerved and 
virtaous education, and againſt the natural 
decency and modeſty of the ſex: and, at the 
ſame time, is of far worſe conſequence to 
the honour of families; becauſe it brings a 
laſting ſtain of infamy along with it. And, 
what is worſe than all this, it often robs the 
right heir of his inheritance, and ſubſtitutes 
A Furious offspring into his place; an injury 
that is the more to be dreaded and avoided, 
becauſe when once it is committed, it is 
impoſſible to be . 
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upon the treatment the generality of wives 


Wen e 
ſelf with — eas alen aid 
towards her, as ma 
feQions, as 
0 you only. Oe 0 

AND indeed, let any manirefle@&ſeriouſly 


% 
o_ 
. 


meet nh 


macht e to — 4 at cheir rudeneſs 1 


and n Before marriage they are ; 
and cocker before all the world: but ſoon, 

very ſoon after, they are ſlighted and dif | 
regarded, as if they were unworthy of com- | 
mon eſteem; and they are ſlighted, for the 


9 hean;db unhappy z and 
wicked, as to violate the marriage vow; have 


negledt of heir husbarids; or urged to it, in 

revenge of their prior falſhood, lu. 
IR is not indeed to be imagined, that 
men ſhould treat their wives with the ſame 
reſerve, and formal complaiſance, after mar- 


ginge; that, the freedom and caſe of friend 


WMip forbids: but Why friendſhip. and frec- 
dom ſhould be a reaton for ill treatment, I 
muſt own: I cannot conceive. Lam ſure they 
ſhould; be reaſons of a very different con- 
duct: and I believe there i is not a righter rule 
in life, or of a more importance for the pre- 
We 8 ſervation 
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— and if a 
ſtancy enougli to practiſe 

tinue in well⸗doing, they are almoſt irreſiſti- 
ble: een 11 1 arcely poſſible to imagine 
any husband ſo Wanne be at at 
—— e And 
more ſolicitous to reclaim. _— husbands in 
this manner, by a 
if they conſidered, that, in ſo doing, they 
ſulted their own real intereſt, and the in- 
tereſt of their and greatly t | 
{ mended themſelves, and their concert 
the favour and prot 
and, at the ſame time, 
Whereas the contrary be 
to nothing but the utter 
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ere made bor no higher or nobler ends, 
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| intended them, not only for the ſup: 
port of ſocictyʒ but for conſulation, friend: 

ſhip,” and aſſiſtanoe; to be partakers of tlie 
husband's joys and cares; to lighten the las 
of life, andlincreaſe all its enjoyments, 
[ſharing in them. For, as cares are leſſened 

y being divided, jays are increaſed by being 
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volatile; and their il 


verenter conch — | 
10U NT 1 husband; and by t J 
inſpires a chearfulneſs which is not natural : 
to him, and is a wonderful relief to thetoils of 1 
life. And; without queſtion; this is one grea 
reaſon, why Gop Almighty hath ung 
the othen ſex with a greater eee 
readineſs of ſpeech; | 
ces; that, the — upon his return int | 
his houſe from the cares and-labours of the 
day, might be entertained with chearful ac« 

counts af his family affairs; and with agree- 
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endleſs inſtances, de an inſupportable load 
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them with, but to direct it, and make it an- 
ſwer its true end, the relief and 
their husband, and their houſhold; whereas, 
when it is diverted from its right end, and 
lity, or into brawling and abuſe, it forms one 
or other of the moſt hateful and unbecoming 
characters in life. And therefore Solomon 
rightly obſerves, Prov. xxi. That ir is bet. 
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3 in à corner of ch bent 1 
than we AP women. | 


| — bend ak Qu e, expoſed 
to all the injuries of the weather, than, No 
joying all the advantages of ſhade and ſhel- 
ter, to be expoſed to the afſaulis;of a ob 
| — tongue. And again, It ig betten 2 
dwell in the wilderneſs, faith he, than with 
a contentious and angry woman; that is, it 
is better to be baniſhed the ſocicty.of mans 15 
dg! than be confined. vo ach wal an 
that. 5 c kr 5 
ee wn are: wo wenn, 
women, in order to make their e 
agreeable: The firſt is, the ors f a nel 
ſparit, without which no other ornament 
will become them. And this, the apoſtle 
aſſures us, is in the fight of Cod f high 
price: nor is it leſs ſo in the eyes of men. 
The next is, that they endeavqur to futniſn 
their minds with a ſtore of ulctul- Va- 
tions, for the conduct of life; from a com- 
petent knowledge of the manners and hiſtory 
of the world, a thorough acquaintance with 
the holy Scriptures, a particular and exact 
ſtudy of their husbands inclinations and inte- 
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Ab here but reflect with con- 
ce'eprn, upon the unllappy methods which have 
dbititied! in the world in relation to the 
education of women *. One of the firſt 
things that takes lion of their minds, 
is the hopes of a husband; but how to be- 
come — and an agtccable ami- 
ion in the married ſtate, are 
ht; and more rarely learnt. 
e relate Ind: — 2 are 
indeed inculcated with ſufficient care; but 
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xes; for the moſt part, but a ſmall 
part of Parental ſolicitude. By this means 
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Among the many complaints but too juſtly made 
by women of ſenſe upon this head; there is one very 
Properly introduced, in the perſon of a lady of diſtinct- 
ion, in the elerenth dialogue of that excellent wopk Ct 
Nature Di played; Vel. f. Part * — 2 
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3 ee — XXX. 
openeth her mouth with wif, 
tongue is the. law. of ka 


imperious or preſuming upon her know 
ledge;. but rather, to make it a reaſon of 


conſtant chearfulneſs and good humour; to- 
gether with a ready, a rational, and an affec- 


tionate aſſiſtance. in every exigency, and on 


eyery occaſion; in her tongue is the law of 


bindneſs. And ſurely wiſdom, ſo ſcaſoned 
and ſweetened, , is amiable and delightful 
beyond expreſſion. And therefore this 7 
racter is crowned hy Solomon with that noble 
encomium, Many daughters have done 105 
tuouſly, but thou excelleſt them all. 


4s, Many other women may, be, a as —.— Ti 


put virtue thus recommended, virtue that 
is adorned with all the graces of prudence 
and g good humour, is virtue in its higheſt and 
ED, h lovelleſt 


Te hath acquired habirs of prudence and di 
FO from ſtudy and. obſervation, ſo the 
ath made it A fixt rule to. herſelf, not to be 2 


% 


Magn: From is — wh 
i vain; but a woman © 


that ariſeth from colour and complec- 
tion, is tranſient and unſteady; beauty is de- 
ceitful, „a fair" face may cover a deform'd- 
mind, and is at belt a ſhort and uncertain 


recommendation; ; but piety and virtue are 


ſure and laſting perfections, which will always 
intitle the woman, that is bleſſed with them, 
* eternal veneration and efteeni; 5 

Bor further; a good wife is, in many in- 
ſtances, to do yet more than this; ſhe is, not 
only to relieve her husband under his houf- 
hold cares, by the goodneſs of her humour, 
and ſprightlineſs of her converſation; but 


ſhe is likewiſe to lighten thoſe cares, by di- 


viding them with him, and bearing her part 


in the burden. And therefore the leaſt that 
is to be expected from a wife, is, that whilſt 
the husband is buſied abroad, or'in affairs 
that call off his attention from the care of 


his family, that care be ſupplied by her: and 
this conſtitutes the true character of a good 
wife; at leaſt that part of it which is of prin- 
cipal and moſt univerſal une in life. 


Lord, "ſhe ſhalt be praiſed. 1 That is, the i | 
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| Ser. 3 Dorivof rhdNP IS Bidhbi 50 
Tux care and good nen 1 
| mole is a buſineſs of a very dißine natüte 
from that of making a proviſ ſup- 
pore of i: the care of providiniyfor wainily; | 
for the moſt part, reſteth upon the husband; 
becauſe that is a buſineſs of more labour arid 
fatigue, than women are ordinarily able ro 
andergo; but then the adminiſtratiem of 
what is ſo provided, is the woman's. pro- 
vince: thus is the labour of life divided; and, 
if either fail in their proper buſineſs, the 
affairs of the family are in a ruinous way. 
And upon this is founded that known ob- 
| ſervation; That a man muſt ask his wife wWhe⸗ 
ther he ſhall be rich; foraſmuch as few men 
are able to take ſufficient care both abroad 
and at home; and eur care will be of 
| ſmall uſe, if the domeſtic” be neglecte. 
And therefore it is; that Solomon, in the a- 
| rater of a good wife, Prov. xxxi. 1 1. tells 
us, That the heart of her husband \jhall 
| ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no 
need of ſpoil. That is, She will manage his 
= houſhold affairs, with ſo much prudence and- 
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fidelity, that her husband ſhall need no i 
direct methods of fraud, or oppreſſion, to 
e her luxury and extravagance. Again, 


he 
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| ſpindle and diſtaſ, and providi ing cloaths for 
ber husband and family but theſe being 
eircumſtances of induſtry peculiar to a country 
life, and better adapted to the ſimpler ages 
of the world, when trades were not ſuffici- 
= ently ſettled and diſtributed into their diſtinct 
claſſes, I think them not neceſſary to be in: 
fiſted;on in this place. mere} 2 27 (I9* HOGE 1 bn Pol 
Nou, as the cate of the houſe and family: 
it is evident, this duty cannot be diſcharged: 
if ſhe be addicted to rambling and going 
ab ind de elight to d well with her 
| family z and, indeed, a diſpoſition to running 
abroad; and neglecting the care of her has. > 
hold, is an argument of a light and vain: 
mind; and is made, by Solomon, a mark of 
the moſt infamous character among women; 
for, when he deſcribes a vicious woman, in 
the tire and habit of an harlot, he tells us, 
ſos is loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not. 
in ber houſe, And therefore all wamen that 
e — ray mate 
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male ants, they tell us, are at a eettaiĩn age 
furniſhed: with wings, to facilitate their ac- 
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of th 
out doors, and the man being, ftom educa: 
tion-ahd>uſe, leſs fitted for the lower cares 
that are due to children ʒ having calſo, leſs 7 
 kiſureroemploytharwayphavingleſsgayety, | 
to chear and enlivem their humours, and leſs 
natural tenderneſs to relieve all their little 

8 L 5% 4 wants 
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ſhe be furniſhed with a competent -know- 


is new, or . to 546K — 
— — * 


AN d, in — . | 
a truſt, upon which. the well-being of every 
8 W — — ot the hole 
tly depenc zich — 


cough | pd — en and 


ſome fewuſeful ofdevotion, to humility 


and: meekneſs; to temperance and diligence; 
to humanity and charity; and, in one word, 
to all the virtues of a ſocial and a chriſtian 
life. And, beſides all this, it is neceſſary, that 


lege in the employments and accompliſn- 
ments proper to each condition and age in 


life; that ſo ſne may be capable of direct- 


ing her children, how to employ their time, 
ee and uſefully, and conduct em 
a | gradually 


ſons alſo, clai Aim O initrue 
improyement at her — 


they e 1 nn * ter 


tion of them, to — and e ac 
pietyt, o od cet enoritart Wie cr 


not ancientiy 00 tcemed!' of; but were: ne- 
markably ſucceſsful in th education af me 
of the greateſt men of; antiquity. Thus it 2 
is well known, that Cornalia the: mother | 5 
the Gracchi,.,;and Ausnelis the mothengef 
Ceſar, had a principal hand in forminggho& 
men, who were the glory of, their age q and | 
we have yet left an excellent lecture toking 
Lemnuel, (with good reaſon heli — 
Solomon) which his mother taught en 
..Invezp, the caſe is now, in a goed 
meaſure, altered, from the preſent courſe 
D of education, which (as it reſpects the better 
fort) depends mainly upon a knowlege and 
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alſo, and he praiſeth her. 

Ay thus having gone through the ſer 
veral branches of that aſſiſtance the wife es 
to her husband, in order to make her an uſe- 
ful and agreeable help meet for him, I no 
proceed to the laſt inſtance of duty the * | 


her husband, to wit, obedience. . 


MAN and woman were at rt ES 
perfectly equal. For altho there are ſome 


paſſages in St. Pauls epiſtles, which imply a 


ſuperior dignity in the man, yet are there 


none, that infer a ſuperior authority, or right 
of dominion, on his part, before the fall. And 
indeed, when Adam and Eve were yet in 
their innocence; when their underſtandin 
were clear, and their wills upright; , when 
their intereſt and inclinations were in all re- 
introduced no competition of ſuperiority. be- 


teen them, there was not the leaſt need of | 


giving either of them power and authori uy 
over the other; becauſe the greateſt pleaſure 
either of them could be capable of, in that 
condition, was to do every thing that they 

2 i F knew 


— 2 


2 no nced 

ary or comimand, or force, ta oblige 
either of them to do, what either of them de- 
ſtred. Bur when the woman ſinned, thro 
2 BAI and poſſibiy from 


over her, ie pleased 1 to punts der Ry 
_ in SP ointment 


be referred t to the wil and pleaſuro of her 
sband, eirher to reject, or comply with 
n as he thought fir. - As you may read, 
Gen. iii. 16. Aud thy deſire ſhall be ln 
e und he all rult over ther. 
Ap indeed the ſame deſire of Nm 
nende is, for the moſt part, the cauſe of their 
ſubjection tothis day. Th re are fed women 
of tolerable diſeretion, that might not in- 
1 in their families, or at leaſt be 
perfectly at eaſe, under the government of 
their husbands, if they did/not too apparently 
affect to rule. And this, as it is exceedingly 
„ ———_ . of almoſt all the 
diſquicts 
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it; in truth; — and irieligious ; fines 
they are eipreſty Corhmanded in the Soriph 
tures} to ſubmit and be obedient to their hf. 

bands; as yow ma read, ph vos 22 Nr = 
Wroes; ſubmit. your ſeFves unto gun o Doſe 
bands'as mtothe Lord; Fur i he nbd is 
the head f the wife,” even'ns.Chiift: ix the 
vu df the Chbrch, and he is the ſaviour: 
of tÞEbody, \Ttat is, as Carrot and che 
Church make Ste wüyftibzb body f which 
CHRTr is the head, ſo mam ant wite' make 
one body, "of whichorlie man is the hend 5 
and as CHRIST is the Saviour of the Chutell, 
ſo likewiſe is the, husband given to the wife, 
to be a faviour to her; ro maimtaln and pto- . 

tect and defend Her; and by his ſupetior pra = 
dence to provide for her welkbeigg, and t 
conduct her in every inſtance of diſeretion 


ana duty. But chen, as the head hath nO in- 


tereſt of its own diſtinct from the reſt of the 

body, nor any advantage over the other parts, 
unleſs the care of directing and providing 
them be deemed an advantage, ſo hath 


the husband no true intereſt ſeparate from 


the wife, nor any advantage from his ſupe- 
riority, but the care and trouble that attend 
1 it, 


ie; And therefore: neitlize; bath he ang rea 
fon to pride himſelf upon his power, Or 
ſhe'ro repine ifùr her ſubjeRtions: ſince a con 
dition of: ſubjcction to 4 wiſe and good: g- 
vern ment. is, Heyond alle queſtion, the hap- 
pick conditian in life ; and a lawleſs licen- 
tiouſueſs would hut put us into the power of 
_exery. pallivd,. and cycryfolly;x to hurry or 
ſeduce us to deſiruction. And 1 muſt inſiſt 
upon it, that: tis in the power of moſt wo · 
men, by prudence, gentleneſs; and ſwectneſs 
of temper; ito: make the authority off their 
Rebands a e of . n to 
both. 10 ire Hi 9 ne 

7 ron nde it les, that, as the au- 
thority of the husband is a rational authority, 
devolved upon him by God, for the direc- | 
tion, and preſervation, and well-being of the 
wife, it ſhould. never be exerciſed but with 
that view and that, in an humane and rati- 
onal manner: conſequently, blind tyranny, 
and brutal force, ſhould be baniſhed the'ſo- 
ciety of reaſonable creatures, and is contra - 
dictory to the very nature and end of the 
marriage union. So ought men to love their 
wwves, faith St. Paul, Eph. v. as their oun 
bodies. He that lover his wife loverh him. 
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as the Lord —— Dominion was 
given to man, not for — whale, 
but for preſervation and protection; on ac- 
count of his ſuperior wiſdom and prudence: 


let theſe then be the reaſons and meaſures of 


his rule; otherwiſe he defeats the ends of his 
dominion, and, at the ſame time, degrades 
himſelf from the dignity of his nature, and 
declares himſelf unworthy of the prerogative 
he is poſſeſſed of. And therefore St. Perer, 
1 Ep. iii. directs the husband, 0 dwell with 
the wife according to knowlege,. giving ho- 
our to the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel. ; 
that is, making that ſuperiority which Gop 
hath. given you, a reaſon, not of inſolence 


and abuſe, but of humanity, and — 


„ 


and conjugal affectio . 
Ax p Plutarch very beautifully to this 


purpoſe tells us, that husbands ought to pre- 


ſide over their wives, not with, the ſame de- 
ſpotic power, where with men diſpoſe of 
their poſſeſſions, but with ſuch a kindly 
ſway, as the ſoul rules the body ; 6. 1 ſympathiz- 


ing, and, as it were, growing into one with 
it; united by all the tics of tenderneſs and af- 


#3 fection. 
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man 88 bee ally 2 0 
oy by" the divine appointment, in his ſupe· 
ildom, if his heart be ſet upon 

ſupporting his authority, his firſt care ſnhould 
be, to ſuppott that ſuperiority of wiſdom, 
upon which it is beſt founded. Wiſdom is 
that is, authority and rule will wait upon it, 
eſpecially When kindneſs and good · nature 
art added to itʒ for then it is irreſiſtible: nay, 
in truth, kindneſs is oftentimes, in itſelf, 
more powerful to the attainment of all our 
deſires, than the utmoſt ſtretch of power 
can be. And this is finely illuſtrated * ny 
fable of the ſun and the north wind. 

Tux fable is well knowny and again 
of it obvious; and I would earneſtly recom- 
e it to all marricd men and enen to 


* A er 0 hi theſe two powrers, which | 
of them ſhould ſooneſt oblige a country man to throw | 
off his looſe coat: Boreas began, and, ſtorming with all 
bis force, tumbled and toſt the coat about the poor mas 
ears, but to no purpoſe, for the ſtronger he blew, the 

r the clown held, and the clofer he wra t his coat 

about him. - When the wind was weary, the ſun began, 

_ layed his chearful beams upon him fo ſucceſsfully, 

Joon melted. him down into a kindly warmth, that 
wo. his coat not only uſeleſs. Bo troubleſome to him; 

= { he quickly threw it o | ifs 


remember, 
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Ser. 3. Duties of the Married tate. 5 
remember, that hen ſtorming and ragi 
are 3 to gain their endekin dad 
and g good nature * . or eve l ol 


1 through the ſever: . 
duties of the married ſtate. bt A bal 
Tux duties on tlie mans . Iteld ae 
were love, fidelity, and ſupport; but; above 
all, fidelity, foraſmucki as infidelity, for the 
= moſt part, deſtroys the other two duties, and 
is the common cauſe of poverty, as well as 
W contention and hatred. And therefore it is, 
that Solomon (Prov. v.) adviſes to remove 
far fromthe ſtrange woman, leſt ſtrangers be 
= Fed with thy wealth, and thy labours be 
nin the houſe of a ſtranger ; an thin monrit 
= ar the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are 
conſumed ; and ſay, How haue I hated in- 
ſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed 'reprovf and 
have not obeyed the voice of my tearhers, 
pi notions mine ears to him that inſtructeu 
And ſoon after he adds, Drinł waters 
pan thine own ciſtern ; let thy fountain 
be blefſed, and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth ; let her be as the loving hind, and 
pleaſant 7 roe ; let her breaſt ſatisfy thee at all 
times, and be thou raviſbed always with her 
F 4 love; 


72 Duties of the Married State. Ser. 3. 
love." And ahy wilt thou, my ſon, be raviſied 
with 'a'"ftrange woman, and embrace the 
boſom of a ſtranger ? For the ways of nan 
are before the eyes of the Lord, and be 
puondereti all his goings; his own iniquities 


Harlot? God forbid. M hat, know ye not, 


>> > LETT 


R 


e ner 


ſhall take the wicked himſelf, and he ſpall be 
loaden with the cords of his'own ſms. Ne- 
memibertthe-Apoſtle's admonition. Remem- 
ber, that as the wife hath no power over her 
own body, but the husband, ſo like wiſe the 
husband bath no power over his own body, 
but the wife. Nay, although your wives had 
not any power over your bodies, yet would 
you have no right to abuſe and proſtitute 
them to the purpoſes of vice. ¶ hat, know 
ye not, that your bodies are the members of 
Chrift ? Mill ye then take the members of 
Chriſt, and make them the members of an 
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that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in uu, which you have of 
God, and ye are not your 'own, for ye are 
bought with a price? Therefore glorify God 


in your body, and in en Pirit, Ne are 
God's. q | 


O the vs hand, let the woman afs 
ways remember, not only to be faithful to 
her 
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WE —_— , but agreeable, 4 Ur; 


not queralows) not contentious ; diligent i in 
the care of her family, and the education of 


her children in the nurture and fear of the 


LoRD; for this is the Woman's juſteſt and 


higheſt praiſe, - both in the ſight of Gop 


and man; Whoſe adorning, let it not be that 


_ outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 


wearing of gold, and putting on gorgeous 
apparel ; but "let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpi- 


rit, which in the ſight of God is of great 
price: Deſpiſing the ſhewy outſide of things, 


the paltry, the periſhing vanities of this 
world, and being cloathed upon, in their 
ſtead, with the ſilent, the laſting, the invalue- 
able ornament of modeſty, and humility, 
and piety, which are of eternal excellency! 
ornaments of irreſiſtible charms, even in the 
eyes of men, as well as ineſtimable value in 
the ſight of Gop. 

AND now, my brethren, if ye know 
theſe things, happy are ye, if ye do them. 


And ſurely ye would do them, if ye knew 


your own happineſs. Brethren, how good 
and joyful a thing it is to dwell together in 
unity ! 


74 Duties of the Married ale, _ Þ 


unity! to dwell together i in an intire union 
_of affection and intereſt; and in a perfect : 
harmony both of heart and ſoul}: forbearing 
one another in love, and keeping the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, well know- 
ing, that ye are tied down to an intite and 

perfect union, by all the natural engagements, 
and by all the moral and chriſtian bonds, that 
can be imagined. And as your temporal in- 
tereſts are one, ſo alſo are your eternal. As 
ye are one body, ſo likewiſe are ye of one 
Spirit, even as ye ate called in one hope of 
your calling; ye have one LonD, one faith, 

one baptiſm, one Gon and Father of all, who 
is above all, and ae all, and in you all. 


"'F, o whom, in the union of the 1 

ndnd cver- bleſſed TRINITY, be all 
majeſty, and power, and prove, for. 

cvermore. rbk 
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| LL the nine: men in the world agree, 
that the firſt impreſſions made upon 
us, in our tender years, fink the deepeſt, and 
laſt the longeſt. And therefore Solomon well 
directeth, that children ſhould be carefully 
taught, as ſoon as they arc capable of in- 
ſtruction, all thoſe principles and duties which 
we would deſire to have them practiſe 
throughout the whole courſe of their lives. 
If good precepts and principles are early i im- 
preſſed, and fixed, they will be ſo many lights 
ſet up in the minds of children, to direct 
their conduct through this maze of life; to 
guide them in the ways of virtue and truth, 
and in the paths that lead to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. And although the giddineſs of youth, 

and 
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and che blind impulſe of unruly paſſio * 
ſhould ſometimes drive them out of their 
courſe ; yet as ſoon as this tumult and infa- 
tuation is over, and the mind calmed to the 
diftates of reaſon, they will again return 
into the way they ſbould go ; and RG m 
are old, they will not depart from it. * 
From theſe words, thus explained, 1 ſhall 
ade it the buſineſs of this, and ſome fol- 
lowing diſcourſes, to lay down the duty of 
parents to their children, in all its parts: 
and this I ſhall endeavour to do, in the iltu- 
ſtration and 0 of the following Ig propoſt 
tions. . 
1 Firſt, Parents are to rake; care - of tlie health 
and conſtitution of their children. 
Secondly. They are to Sire them good | 
> | FARO. © 
* Thirdly, They are fo correct em in ann 
61 
'Z Fourthly, They are to thew them good 4 
examples. 
Fe Fifthiy, They are to male a Roper ol 
fion for them, as far as they are able. 
And. laſtly, They are to N to Gop for 
"Ras. * © © 


Firſt, 


Ser, 4. do. their chli 8 77 | 
Firſt, Parents are to take care of is cheat 
„ and conſtitution of their children. 
r this care ſhould begin ee 
extend further; than is commonly imagined. 
. It is a conſtant care in the culture of trees, 
to have a ſtrict regard to the goodneſs and 
health of the ſtock you plant from; becauſe 
ſuch as the ſtock is, ſuch will the cyon be; 
and the prudent husbandman exerts the ſame 
care, in relation to all the creatures, whoſe 
increaſe he ĩs concerned I in; and would count 
it ſtrange ſtupidity, to breed from beaſts, 
that. were either diſeaſed, or vicious And 
with great reaſon; becauſe ſuch, as the ſire 
or dam is, ſuch, in all probability, will the 
iſſue be. And, if men be ſo much, and ſo 
juſtly, concerned for the fruits of their trees, 
and the offspring of their brutes; can it be a 
queſtion, whether they ſhould-be much more 
concerned for their own? Eſpecially as it is 
of far worſe conſequence, to bring a vicious 
man into the world, than a bad apple, or a 
vicious horſe. And therefore all perſons that 
intend to marry, ſhould rake particular care, 
both of their body and their. mind, to form 
both in ſuch a manner, as that neither 


ſhould be E ſource of evil to the world; 
they 


78 The Dinyof Pang wrs ow 
they ſhould, above all things, ta ce care not to 
become the founders of "vicious and an 
infected race. For this reaſon they are to take 
care to ſtrengthen their bodies by tempe- 
rance and exerciſe; and to abſtain from all 
erceſs in eating and drinking, by which their 
health and ſtrength may be impaired.” And, 
above all, they are carefully to abſtain from 
that vice, ſo eommon and ſo fatal to youth, 
for whoſe puniſhment G0 Almighty hath, 
in ſignal judgment, appointed fo ſevere and 
dreadful a diſtemper: a diſtemper, of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed malignity, and inveterate in- 
KeQion, that it deſeendeth to late poſterity; 
and is one of the chief, thotigthoſe remark- 
able methods, by which GOD wi/iteth the 
fins-' of the fathers upon the children, 7 
e third and fourth generation. © 
And as the body is to be diſciplined to 
health and ſtrength by temperance and ex- 
ereiſe, fo likewiſe ſhonld the mind be diſci- 
plined to knowlege and religion, by proper 
information and inſtruction; and, by the 
practice of every virtue. Good habits ſhould 
be acquired, and vicious habits removed and 
rooted up, with all poſſible diligence, before 
men 6 parents; that they may not de- 
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Ser: 4. 


rive the — e of . having 


filled the world with a race of ſiends and 
monſters; nor the curſe upon their poſterity, 
of having evil conſtitutions, and evil habits, 
conveyed to them with their very being: 
ſuch habits, as may make them very miſer- 
able in this world, and lead them to ever- 
laſting miſery in the world to come; for- 


Altnuch 45 Ir S well known, that the diſpo- 


ſitions of the mind, like the features of the 


body, are conveyed down from father to 


ſon, and, as the common obſervation is, ras 
in the blood: and therefore the firſt duty 


that parents owe their children, is, to convey 
health, and ſtrength, and a good conſtitution 


of body and mind to them, as far as it is in 
their power ſo to do, by a proper care of 
their own health, and a confcientions abſti- 
nence from all exceſs and vice of every kind. 
And when that is done, the next care they 
owe their children, is to provide for their 

health and ſtrength, by proper nouriſhment. 
The parents are not to think they have 
done cnongh, in bringing their children into 
the world in as good a condition as they 
could. That, although not the leaſt, is how- 
ever but the firſt pore of their duty. The 
next 


uty of PaxenTs ger. 4. 


nent is to ſupport the good conſtitution they 
have brought into the world, by proper nou: 
riſhment, and care of their health. And, to 
this purpoſe, GOD Almighty hath impreſs d 
a ſtrong inſtin& of love and; tenderneſs for 
their young, upon all the creatures. And 
this love is attended with ſo much delight 
and complacence in the tender offspring, as 
is a natural relief and compenſation for all 

the trouble of education, and even for the 
pains of travail: agreeable to our bleſſed 
Saviour 's obſervation, xvi. chap. of St. John, 
21. ver. A woman when. ſte is in travail, 
hath ſorrow, becauſe her hour is come; but 

A ſoon as ſhe is delivered of the child, fhe 
remembreth no more the anguiſh, far j joy that 
a man is born into the world. — And that 
women may have wherewithal to cheriſh 

this joy in their hearts, and to ſupport theſe 
tender objects of their love with delight, 
Gop Almighty hath furniſhed them with | 
breaſts, filled with the moſt proper food in 

the world, for the nouriſhment of their 
young; and hath annexed a very uncommon 
degree of pleaſure to the adminiſtration of 
it; and as uncommon a degree of pain and 
danger, to the with holding of it from the 


poor 


Ser. 4. ai. E. $I as 7 
RES infant: ſo tl 2 his, 18 as plainly s a law. „ I 
of nature, to all mgtherg, to ſuekſe "their | MF 


own children, as it is poſſible to concciye ö 
any law, to be; attended With, immediate 

: rewards : and puniſhments as ir it 1s obeyed, o or - 
rranſgreſſed. ON DON 
| As to. the rewards chat attend . Goc — 
ance of this law. of nature, poſſibly. few 
women that hear me, know any thing of ; 
that matter; as haying never tried the natu- 

ral pleaſure there is in adminiſtring the breaſt 

do their own helpleſs infants; unleſs, per- 

W haps, their phyſicians might, at ſome time or 

other, have preſcribed | it to them for a cure, 

or recoyery. But as to the puniſhment 1 mat... 

attends the with- -holding of that noutiſhmen E 

from their iſſue, I do not doubt but that. 

moſt mothers that hear me, may be =. 
ciently acquainted with it: ſince it is ; well | 
W known, that repelling the milk by art, al-. 
ways occaſions fevers, and a variety of other 

W dangerous diſorders, which often end i in the 

= dcath, and always i in the danger, of the un- 
3 natural mothers; and not unfrequently make 
W their lives miſcrable. And all theſe evils 
chey endure, to avoid the diſcharge of a de- 1 

1 neden duty, which they owe to o Gop, and 9 


1 


be 
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0 bel is own fleſh ar blobs and to-which 
they are urged, by an innocent and exqul- 
ſite natural delight ; and by one of the 
ſtrongeſt natural inſtincts in the world! fo 
that we may apply to the women of our age 
that bitter complaint of Jeremiah, in tlie 
Ach ch. of his Lament. ver. 3. Even the fea- 
. monſters draw out their breaſt, they ive 
fuck to their poung ones *. the daughter 
of my peop le is become ernel like thy dag 
in the wilderneſs, 8 
This is one of the etfects of that kalle po- 
liteneſs, which hath undone the world: How 
much better Would it become us tro imitate 
the ſimpler manneis of tlioſe ſeemingly tude 
nations, where all women think thenifelves 
indiſpenſably obliged to this duty , from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, and think themſelves 
; nn authorized! in doing o, frotti the | 
i example of the brate World, around them! 
- It is true, this duty, as it is attended with 
much pleaſure, fo it is alſo attended with 
a good deal of care and trouble : but then 
ic is ſo chiefly to the poor, who are; forced 


This i is partieularly applied to the lamenting, by be 
p- 69. 

+ Sympſon tells d us, in his Voyigeto the Faſt-tudies, n in 
the Moluques mothers ſuckle their own children; 2 dare do 
no otherwiſe, not even the queen; alleging the example of 
beaſts, p. 141. | Z 
0 | 


to egen Pt Mo et Wick 
are alftiölt tfie Gr People thar"diſcharge it; 
and even tlieſe own; that the pleafüte of fe 
greatly excceds' tlic paln: Aft It fd palin ft 
mült be ſo, both frörm che goodfelg of GbB, 
and tlie ret tat of the : creatures which 
muſt otherwiſe” periſh.” And this is clearty 
evidenced from the joy and complacence ex- 

preſſed by the pooreſt creatures, in the pet | 
formance of it. And the reaſon of this is 
evident: the breaſt is one of the moſt ner- 
vous and delicate textures of our frame and 
wonderfully fitted by the Author of our 
being, for thoſe fine ſenſations, hich the 
ſoft and tender infant · organs areas Well fitted 
to produce ; tlie natural conſequence of 
which is, love, joy, and complacenee in the 
inſtrument of that innocent happineſs; and 
love makes toit not only rolerable, but de- 
lighrful : and, if women of bettet condition 
would but once ſuffer themſelves to be go- 
: verned in this point by the dictates of their 
duty, I am ſatisfied, that to them it would. 
be doubly delightful; inaſmuth: as they could 
caſſiy be relieved by the aſſiſtance of ſet- 
vants, from every thing offenſive and vez“ 
rious in that parental office: nd then, no- 
8 82 Ma. 
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84 The Duty of PaRExTS Ser. 4. 
thing would remain in the diſcharge of it, 
beſides the natural pleaſure that attends it; 
and this, without any regard to the joys of 
a good conſcience, would be abundantly its 
own reward. Or, Gay i it were not, where is 
there any duty in life, that is not attended 


with ſome uncaſineſs 2 And if that. could 


excuſe from the diſcharge of i it, there would 
be no ſuch thing as virtue in the world: 
merit and demerit, praiſe and diſpraiſe, would 
be taken away from the earth; I and. then 


dice, would Kb n to one value; and 
Feqmperance . and chaſtity would be placed 
upon the ſame level with diſſolution and 
drunkenneſs. And therefore if women have 
any regard to the diſcharge of duty, in a point 
of ſo great conſequence, both to their own 
health and happineſs, as well as to the health 
and happineſs of their children, and the good 
of mankind, they are, in theordinary courſe 
of things, indiſpenſably obliged to nurſe 
their own children, at their own breaſts, if 
they are fitted ſo to do, and their health 
will allow it. And how much more rational 
and eligible is this, than to expoſe them (as 
is now the common practice) to the neglect 

and 
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and eke to the 
mercenary. 


f dne from any oer — 5 of i its 


texeſt !: And, as they often find 
their account in the eh, of the infant, 
more than in its life and health, there is no 
queſtion, but the proſpect of thoſe perqui - 

ſites which attend a new nurſing, often, 
tempt them to many inhumane methods o 
getting rid of the incumbrance of one in- 
fant, to make way for another they expect 
more advantage from. And, on the other 
hand, if they find their account in the lite, . 
of the preſent child, (as, Gon knows, their, 
whole ſubſiſtence often depends upon it) 
then are they too much tempted, never to 
upon you, when he doth. And, by this 
means, the ſpurious iſſue of idlers and var 
grants, the dregs of ſtews and brothels, are 
ſubſtituted in the place of your own legiti- 
mate offspring, and divide the inheritance 
with the brethren; or perhaps come ſingle, 
and alone, into the enjoyment of all that 
fortune, which you have toiled out your 
lives to gain; it may be, to the loſs of your 
G3 own 


os een ae nn 
ofren the cafe; When the apparent children of 


good men and good en; who have been 
Woll prineipled, and catefully educated - in 
the fear of G, betray ſuch iproſligate, per= 
verle; abandoned diſpofitions, as are avoway. 
to be accounted for, upon any naturatprin- 
ciples, otherithan their being the ſecter iſſue 
of other patents, from whom they haue de- 
rived the Hidden ſeeds of ſo much villaiyyatid 
SA#UPLIGN? 100% 210 you 0) nm On gab! 
2 wa all tkis may be added another. motive 
cf great impottance to all mothers; the early 
cngaging the tender affeftions of their iflue 
in their favour;- which cis-perhaps:'the. beſt 
ſecurity ofthigr duty. It is well known; 
that nürſing Hath a natural tendency, and 
(if either are not very abandoned) muſt, in 
ſome meaſure, create a mutual endearment 
| between parents and their children, now 
too little ſeen in the world. Children are 
generally obſetved to retain an uncommon 
affection for ſuch nurſes as have treated 
them well, until they are laughed out of 
it: nor is it altogether without reaſon, that 
in ſome eountries, the being nurſed upon 

the 
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the lame breaſt, is thought a4 tural fou 
tion of relation . ine haet —4 
As thus much for the dut of Mothers 
in providing for the health and ſtrength of 
nn dalia! by proper nouriſhmenr. A 

her 3 ſor 


the parental care, in this point, ſmck it is 
equally his concern: and, therefore, as the 
immediate adminiſttation of nouriſhment is 
incambent on the mother, it is the duty of 
the father to make a ſufficient proviſion ſor 
her ſupport in the adminiſtration of it; and, 
by all poſſible: marks and methods of tenders 
neſs and good nature, to relieve, and make 


her as happy as he can; in this moſt important 


more than what inſtinct inſpireth many of 


the inferior creatures to do. And, if natu· 
raliſts rightly inform us, it is to this e chiefly 
owe all that harmony that fills our fiele 2 
our groves, at the approach of ſpring; 
Almighty having fo appointed it, that the roi 
of incubation ſhould be relieved by ſprightly 
* Thus the Siamites call their nurſes, mothers. Rem- i 


fer's Hiſt. of Fapan, p. 1. And both they and the Iriſh 
ers 


call thoſe brothers and who have ſucked the ſame 
breaſts, 


Q 4 muſic 3 


W 
. 


ſhe ſhould be CT under that rain and. 


tedlous / conſinemeit, by the ſongs; of her 
mate: and here the male is not endowed 
With a power of relieving her toil in this de- 
. manner, then wie are aſſured, he 
divides it with her; and is frequently ſeen to 
force her from the neſt, that he may ſucceed 
to his portion of the: trouble. 2700 7 F n Dp 
>. AND, i: beſides all this, where the care 
of incubation will not ſuffer the female to 


take her uſual range in ſearch of food, her 
mate takes care not only to provide it 


ſcaſonably for her, but alſo to adminiſter it 
in the tendereſt manner (3). And, ſurely, 
what inſtinct inſpireth the lower creatures to 
act, in a point ſo neceſſary to their preſerya- 


tion, reaſon, good - nature, and affection, 


ſhould yet more ſtrongly direct, in beings 
who boaſt of higher ann an apes 
rior excellence, |: ||: 
AND thus much for _ FG of, . 
in providing for the health anc Jenn ons. 
tution of their children. 


(a) This I ſpeak from certain wlege W 
—_ Wh and een A 25 r 


7 
be; 
wy 
8 
* 
* 
* 
* 
2 
No : 
6, 1 
9 : 
9 7 J 
1&3 
5 
wy 
"> G 
4 
. 
3 : 
. 
11 
5 
Th * 
755 . 
ne 
wn 
2 5 
r 
* 
TE 
a; 
277 
12 
is 
# 
Ck, 5 
5 
r 
7 Oh 
1 on 
£ : 
> * 

R = : 
IT q 
N 4 
3 £ 
230 
0 + 
Ws 
* * 

ASX 
"om 
8 
= 
2 
82 
2 
wy 
* 
1 1 
KA. | 
"A 
We > [ 
* 
"ole 
2 . 
2 
2 
om 
ME 
"+ 
> 
Pg © 
i 
"had 
bes, 
* 
- ; 
* 
3 
hs 
Aa : 
* 4 
Ky. 
pF 
* tha 
ve. ö 
pre 
+ FL 
2 + 
3 
Wa 5 4 
«<0 8 
T's 
+ 
n 
go 
+ 
22 
. 
r 
"ves 
” P 
2 4 
LS 
e 
* a 
$ 
"Ya 
p 
* < 
. 
1 
X 
2 
7 
99 
7 
3 by 
* 
3 
* 93 
A A Iz 
25 
* ed . 
5 8 
N 
. S 
Ih 
5 
5 
5 F 
1 4 
* 
£ 
2 
80 
. 
4 
5 
5 
5 5 
= 
by 
GEE 


On OR PI EEE AINET 


Th. 
* 
1 
12 
{ 
25 | 
4 
/ 
. 
N Co 
4 Ms 
8 
Ag 
72 
ER : 
8725 
EE. 
4 5 4 
= 
tt 
1 
I 
2 75 
* 
% - 1 
. 0 
. 
N 
3 
Wy 
RN 
i 
7 
ny 
N % 
s 5 - 
KY 2 
12 
a > 
\. > 
"= 
5 
7% 
by, 
EIS 
to 
Ba” 
Wy 
SJ 
3 
A! 
, 1 
* 
"ho 
—_ 
Nos 
3 
8 
os 
The 
£ C . 
. 
1 
We 
X02 q 
Sd, 
il 
Bw 
3 
=" 
. 
' 
N x 
8 
x5; 
* 
"A 
% 4 
av 
5 
c 
By A 
WW 
7 
7 
*. — 
7 
* 
* y 
9 93 
4 
if 
* 
FR, 4 
J 3 : 
8 
4 . 
: 
7 N 
AG 
G1 
$5 
5 4 
$3 
0 
OL 
SY 
"4 
: 
p 5 
5 


2 1 910 4.34.33 % (% Ie 


23 3 


. go — he will rae 
Munro gt it. 


; ? 
EY 747 


HE next how ths bn owe 1 85 
1 children, is, to er . ood . 

Qruations | EC aber 
TRE * af. the Pars leere . 
tant, is yet but a lower concern. Iris true, 
as it is the inſtrument of the ſoul, care ſhould 
be taken to make it as uſefully ſubſervient 
to it, in its operations, as is poſſible. And, 
foraſmuch as this is not to be done without 
health, and a good habit, therefore we owe 
the ſame care to the body on theſe accounts, 
that a muſician doth to his inſtrument; be- 
cauſe, if that be neglected, if it be either 
broken or abuſed, or if the ſtrings be of 
an undue tone or texture, it will never an- 
ſwer the ends of his art; but will often ſend 
forth a diſagreeable diſcord, inſtead of a de- 
lightful harmony. For this reaſon, the firſt 
| and 


en — — 


great ca — eher 
ſound mind to a ſqund body; and ta preſerve 
botly in theit perfection. Now, foraſmuch 
as the mind is believed, by many wiſe men, 
to come into the world a perfect blank, free 
from All characters of good or evil, and ca. 
pablo of any; and, foraſmuch as knowlege 
and virtue are its health and ſtrength, there- 
fore the firſt duty, in life, is to impreſs right 
notions, and good principles, upon it, in the 
beginning: And, for this reaſon;'"'you arc 
firſt to impreſs a ſtrong awe of Almizht} 
Gop:upon the minds of your children; of 
that God, who made all things in heaven 
and in earth, by the word of his mouth; 
and can deſtroy them again at his pleaſure! 
of that Go, who knoweth the fecrets of 
our hearts, and ſeerih the thoughts: afar off + 
and there is not a motion in our minds that 
is hid from him; but he will puniſh all evil 
thoughts, as well as evil actions, with dread- 
ful vengeance; and, on the contrary, will 
reward every act, and every intention of vir- 
tue, with exceſs of happineſs! And when 
your children know all this, -your next care 
is to teach them, as far as they are capable 
of learning, what virtue and goodneſs is: 
and, 
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and, on the contrary;! — thinks! wicked 
actions are which will offend-Gop, and pra 
voke his wrath againſt u; and then inſpire 
them, by all poſſible methods, with the love 
of the one, and abhorrenes of the other 
The virtues, which they are firſt to be taught, 
are, to love, and do all good offices to, all 
around them: to pity the miſeries and mii 
fartunes of all they ſee in affliction ; ant ta 
be chatitable to the poor. And all this moſt 
children are capable of learning, even befdre 
they can ſpeak: whereas the contrary to this 
is the practicè of moſt parents; or, at leaſt, 
of thoſe to whoſe: care they commit their 
children. Wrath, revenge, and cruelty, are 
the firſt paſſions children are taught to exert: 
if they fall, the ground is to be beaten in 
revenge: if any one offend them, they are 
taught to ſtamp, and clinch their fiſts, and roar 


out ſome exprefitons, even of inarticulate 


rage, againſt them: if birds, or other poor 
creatures, are brought to them, to divert 
them, they are to be abuſed and killed. 
And thus, inſtead of being early inſtructed 
in meekneſs and compaſſion, in humanity 
and good - nature, they are taught reſentment, 
and wrath, and cruelty, in their very cradles. 

Vices 


Videewhich, in all proba 
ſtruction in the world will never be able to 
unteach them for the reſt of their lives: 
and ſo they become monſters of oppreſſion 
and inhumanity to all they deal witfr. 
The ſentence of the Areopagus, one of 
the wiſeſt aſſemblies of "Greece, or of the 
world, is well worth our attention on this 
head: they condemned, and paſſed a ſevere 
ſentence upon, a child, who diverted himſelf 
with putting out the eyes of quails; con 
ſidering that action as a mark of a moſt de- 
teſtable diſpoſition, which, if it were ſu i 
fered to grow up with impunity, would = 1 
„ ung to a great number of people. 
The next virtue that children are to 40 
taught, is Veracity; that is, to tell the truth 
upon all occaſions: and this is a virtue in 
which they will be more caſily inſtructed; 
becauſe it is a virtue to which all children 
are naturally diſpoſed; and from which moſt 
of them are warped with difficulty. And 
to confirm them in this diſpoſition, they are 
to know, that this is a virtue which Go 
Almighty hath a peculiar regard for; that he 
delighteth to be called the God f truth: 
ral mercy and truth are his great attributes 
_ that 


n EE OG Ee ns 
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frall dwell in his holy hill, but he that ſpeak- 
eth the truth from his heart. On the other 
hand, they are to be taught the utmoſt dread 
and abhorrence of a lye: that the devil is n 
Har, and the author of it; but that Gop 
Almighty hateth and deteſteth it: that he 

hath declared, by the mouth of Solomon, 
that lying lips are an abomination unto the 
Lord; and that he that ſpeaketh hes frall 
not eſcape :: and whereas moſt lyes are told 
to hide faults, every fault, that is confeſſed 
with ingenuity, and ſorrow for having com- 
mitted it, ſhould be forgiven; but a lye 
ſhould never be forgiven , but corrected with 
double chaſtiſement; and for this plain rear 
ſon, becauſe it doubles every fault that is 
eee by adding known falſhood to 
it. This, I ſay, is what children ſbould be 
taught; but the very contrary to this is too 
often what they are taught. They are thteat- 
ened and flattered into falſhood, as ſoon as 
they are capable of being guilty of it. And 
almoſt the firſt ſentence a child learns, after 
he can ſpeak, is a lying excuſe for his nurſe, 
or his ſervant. If he fall, or be hurted, by 
their negligence, he i is to deny i It to death. 


uwe ſhould. een n his! lite 
den Seventh nd and of — 


Nantes of children; Who have loſt their 
limbs, and been cripples all their life long, 


by*this corruption of their attendants. 
But how many thouſands have loſt their lives 
in this manner, is impoſſiblet to ſay:---And, 
indeed, if they only loft cheir limbs ant 
their lives, the evil would be, in ſome de- 
gree, tolerable; whereas this early habit of 
lying depraves the mind, beyond any other 
whatſoever; and betrays children into ſo 
much impudence and effrontery, as makes 
them hardened to every virtue, and obſtinate 


in every vice: and of Wen muſt end, 


too often, in their eternal run. 
Jo this we owe that ſtedfaſtneſs in galt 
hood, conſpicuous i in the characters of ſome 
men; men that allow themſelves in the vileſt 
and moſt villainous-falſhoods, that can any 

way contribute to increaſe their gain, or hide 
their guilt ; to mask and diſguiſe their hypo 
criſy, and raiſe the reputation of their righ+ 
teouſneſs: and though they ſhould be in- 
5 ſtantly 
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| their diſadvantage :- How is it poſſible ſuch 
meek, ſuch diſintereſted, ſuch ſanctifted men 


their conduct; for the hypocrite's white ne 
is one continued lye: you may — 
you can't confound him. They receive 

———— ſuch W Orang 


mou 1 uu — er — b Kanes to 


mould be villains?” And, indeed, it wotild'be 
hard ro account for it, were we not in- 
formed by the Spirit of Gov, that tlie great 
father of lyes can, upon occaſion, transform 
himſelf into an angel of light. _ 00 
Another duty, Which children ſhould be 
early taught, and Which, perhaps, will be 
the beſt guard ian of their veracity, and every 
other virtue, is an awful regard, and High 
veneration, for the Name and Honôur Gf 
Gop : for this will eſtabliſh a high ſenſt Uf 
the divine power and majeſty in the mitids 
of children, when they underſtand that his 
name is not to be mentioned, but with awe 
and reverence. And yet, Go knows, the 
direct contraty to this is the practice of the 
World; ; and the very firſt words children are 
often 
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7 fuer of the Lord (faith; Cn is 
Ihe beginning of: wiſdom: Children are i in- 
flgensed into duty by the impreſſions of fear, 
even . the uſe of reaſon; and, there- | 
fore, the fear of G op ſhould be inculcated 
as early, and as deeply, as poſſible; as the 
ſureſt means to inſpire them with caution and 
conſideration, which are the ſure, "_ 
tions of wiſdom and virtue; and the beſt 
guardians againſt error and impiety :--->- 
whereas, when. children have got early hz 
bits of profanin g the name. of. Gop, they 
immediately loſe all ſenſe of fear towards 
him; and, with that, all ſenſe of religion 
and virtue; and ſo become utterly profli- 


Rate, and abandoned to all vice and villainy! Ex 


infomuch that, : believe, there ſcarcely 
eyer was one inſtance of any child, who, was 
early. allowed to curſe and ſwear, . that ever 
became a good man, to the laſt day of his 
life. n. | 145 

The n next virtue, in n which wi would have 
children inſtructed, is, Humility. The virtue 
which, of all others, will beſt prepare them 


for 
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; ber ut we e croſs adeidenes and ties they 
are ——— — | 
the trueſt ſenſe of their on corraprioti/ and 
weakneſz, and vanity; and of cotdſequentes! 
will diſpofe them to contentment and reſige - 
ation, under all the diſpenſations and cha- 
ſtiſcimenies of the Divine. Providetice: Aad 


5 r 
1 


this is a virtue, which the modeſty of their 


tender years will incline and enable them to 
practiſe with eaſe: hereas, in the common 


courſe of education, they are carefully ini- 
tiated into the contrary vice, and ate taughie 


pride, with as much diligence,” as if it were 


the moſt important duty in life: and, 4s if 
the delay of ſo excellent an inſtitution, were 
of dangerous conſequence, they take care 


to begin with it betimes, and inſtruct them 


in it, as ſoon as they are capable of diſcern- 


ing their own figute in the glaſs: and then is 


the imagination of the poor young ceature 
bewildered, with all the gen vat 


can invent; laces, tibbons, feathets, fineries, 
| and fopperies of all kinds and eolours are 


crowded together, to adorn the tender clay; 
and the imagination of one, if not both 
parents, is ſtretched, to diſpoſe and vary all 
theſe to — that the poor little pa- 

— geant 
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geant may, by all means, be aur cage 0 ” 
ſet a right value upon its perf 
ſtinguiſh itſelf from other childre n, 
parents have leſs fortune or Wepper wit 
its own,——The conſequence from all this is, 
that ſo ſine a creature cannot bear to go into 
a cold dirty ſchool, or mix with a herd of 
tattered children; and ſo is kept at home, 

for fear of ſpoiling its fine cloaths, or its fine 

| complexion. And by this means, its little 
head is in a very little time ſo intirely filled 
with ſuch fine ideas of dreſs, and faſhion, 
and vanity, that there is no room leſt for 
any thing good or uſeful eber after. If the 
child be of the other ſex, it is odds, but ſhe 

is committed, perhaps truſted intirely, to the 
care of an ignorant and phantaſtic ſervant, 
Who, if ſhe hath the good fortune tO be born 

a foreigner, is, from that ſole advantage, 
without the recommendation of any one 
uſekul talent in life, too often thought quali- iſ 
fied to educate children of the higheſt con- 
dition; and will take ſpecial care, neyer'to 
ſpoil the fine eyes. of her pupil, cither with 
work, or reading; never to moleſt her mind, 
either with the low troubleſome knowlege 
of family affairs, or with the ſeverities of 
religion 
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religion and-yirtuey) will tesch f 


a foreign language with great eaſe and vo 
lubility, n knowing how 10 
id | 1 infinitely worſe, 


will: be too apt to unteach her the auk ward 


unfaſhionable virtues of modeſty and reſerve; 


will let her underſtand, that bluſhi 18 1 a 


higheſt crime ſhe can be guilty of; and that 


ſhe ought to be aſhamed of nothing, but be- 


ing out of countenance, or-out of faſhion: 
in a word, will make her a complete, per- 


haps a perverted woman, before ſhe ans 


what it is to be a child. 

If the child happen to be of the tle 
kind, it is odds, but a French tutor will-do 
as much by him. I would here by no means 
be underſtood. to mean any reflection upon 
that great nation, which hath produced ſo 
many men of eminence in every branch of 
uſeful knowlege I cenſure nothing but 


our own folly, in too often chooſing the 


meaneſt of that nation, for the moſt impor- 
tant office in life, the education of our chil- 
dren. Theſe are men who from their skill 
in out ward ornaments are too often abſurdly 
chofen; to infuſe in ward accompliſhments; 
men Who will carry their pupils, by a ſhort 
J 1 2 road, 
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— > 46 — old. and obſolete book 
and languages, and the ſevere diſcipline of 
2 ne weit fine 
and ae ved ia-that deteſtable wet I 
cation, by Which many of the JEL fortunes A | 
and families among. us are too early cor 
rupted and crampt, to the reproach and ca- 
lamity of their country! Men, well known, 
and ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed in all places of 
public reſoxt; except the Church, the Senate, 
and the Courts of juſtice; for in the fitſt o 
theſe, they are rarely ſeen, at leaſt to any 
good purpoſe; and in the reſt, as rarely heard. 
And altho ſome, by the force of a better 
genius, and the influence of the Divine 
Grace, may break thro the prejudices of: ſo 
unhappy an education; yet theſe are but few, 
and rare, in compariſon of the mighty 
bers that are utterly undone by it. 
Another virtue that ſhould be early and 
carefully taught children, is Juſtice; and that 
equity and honeſty in our dealings, which is 
preſcribed by this virtue, is ſo very agrecable 
to 


t | 2 


Ser. 30 1 che — * 
to the firſt rudiments of te _— hildren 
are very '<arlyi capable of it. And to give 
them a high veneration for this virtue (which 
is the ſhield of right, and the bond of peace), 
they are to be taught, that ĩt is of higk value 
in the ſight of Gop; that Jo and Jug. 5 
ment are the hubitution of his throne; and 
that he hath in his holy word projtifee: great 
and laſting bleſſings upon thoſe that prackiſe 
chis virtue from the heart . that "GA 
bleſſeth the habjtation of the juſt; that they 
are under his immediate care and protection: 
that he hath promiſed, that no evil ſhall 
happen unto them; _—_ 1 he Wir deliver 
them from trouble. 85 * 
On these umd, bereue are to be inſpired 
with the utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence 
of all fraud and iniquity in their dealings 
They are to be taught, that every degree of 
theſe vices are marks of the meaneſt and 
baſeſt minds; that there is as much villainy 
in defrauding a ſchool-fellow of a taw, or 
a trifle, as in robbing him of any thing of 
greater value for if a child be allowed to 
do injuſtice in a trifle, he will be much more 

tempted to it when he can gain conſiderably 
by it. And therefore he is to be taught, 
, H 3 that 
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102 1 K D re ber 50 
that this is a vice which will render him de- 
ſpicable, as well as hateful; i in the har of 
the world; and doubly odious in the fight: 
of Go chat falſe weights and falſe mea- 
ſures are an abomination to him. that if 
any man defraud his brother, Gon hath de: 
clared himſelf an avenger of all fuch 
that he hath declared, that neither hie ves, 
nor extortioners; ſpall inherit the kingdom 
of God, Your children are to be early and 
carefully taught, that nothing under heaven 
can juſtify any degree of fraud or iniquity in 
our dealings; that no pretence, even of good 
intentions, or pious purpoſes what ſoever, 
can ſanctify wicked means; that we muſt. 
by no means do evil, that good may come; 
and that the Spirit of Gop hath expreſsly de- 
clared of all that do ſo, by the mouth of 
his holy apoſtle, that their damnation is juſt: 
that Gop himſelf hath declared by the moutli 
of his prophet 1/a:2h (lxi. 8.) that he hateth 
robbery, though it were for a burnt-offering. 
And above all, they ſhould be carefully. 
taught, that of all robberies, they are the 
moſt heinous, the moſt hateful, the moſt 
abhorred of Gop, who have the ſpoils of the 
ee and the orphan for their object; the 
help- 
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| helpleſs ** 3 chit r ink aged, hs N 
= deſolated widow. O Lord, righteous and : 
= juſt, how juſt arc thy judgments, which thou 
haſt pronounced againſt their oppreſſors in 
thy holy writ! Oppreſs not the widow, Ror 


the fatherleſs, nor the poor, ſaith Zecha- 


riah (vii. 10.). And he obſerveth of all that 


do ſo, that they made their hearts as an ada - 
mant · ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, 
and the words which the Lord of hoſts hath 
ſent in his Spirit by the prophets—There- 
fore came a great wrath from the Lord of 
hoſts— therefore it came to paſs, that as he 
cried, and they would not hear; ſo they 
cried; and I would not hear, faith the Lord 
of hoſts. Mo to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou 


waſt not ſpoiled ( faith Tſaiah, xxxiii, 1.) and 


dealeſt treacherouſy, and they, dealt not 


treacherouſly with thee. Rob mot- the poor 


( faith Solomon, in the xxiid ch. of his Pro- 


verbs, Rob not the poor) becauſe he is poor; 
neither oppreſs the affliftted in the gate: 


For the Lord will plead their cauſe, and 


[pol the ſoul of thaſe that ſpoiled them. 
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N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, 
opoſed to conſider the Duty of Pa- 


2 to FRO Children in the following 


_— 
EDS | 


Care of the healrh and conſtitution 10E 
tlleir children. 3 981 1 #3. ry 

- Secondly,” That they . to en : 
;-. good inſtruction. e 


12 


of 282+ 
a 


8 
of as 


1 Chardly, JEAN they are to corre 2 them i in 
Fourtbly, That they are to-fhew-/them 

gane, 3h gas 21 
Fifthly, They are to make a proper pro- 

vviſion for them, as far as they are able. 


And, laſtly, They are to pray to Gon for 
them. 5 | | 


Under 


* 


s 


* 


en into the ied. 8 wh care, 
that their collftituliohs Were not impaited 
by intemperance, or exceſs, or vice of any Ml 
kind; nor their minds infected with evil 
habits, inaſinach” as evil diſpoſitions are 
found by experience, to be propagated as 
well as evil conſtitutions: and altho it be a 
reflection of ſufficient dread and diſquiet, 
to be the author of a miſerable infected race 
of wretched mortals; yet it is inſinitely more 
ſo, deliberately to diffuſe vice and villainy: 
among mankind, and entail them upon late 
poſterity, to be the undes 0 a race f 
fiends. * 5 7 I 

In the next *, 1 ſhew'd it to be the 
indiſpenſable duty of mothers to nurſe their 
own children, if their health and conſtitution 
willallay it: that this is indiſputably a law 
of nature; and, as ſuch, guarded with evident 
and ſufficient ſanctions; the obſervance of 
it attended with the reward of fignal plea- 
fare and happineſs to the parent; and the 
tranſgreſſion of it, with dangers and ug 
ments of various kinds. 1 


24 


The next duty e | lieh Lebhid 
dered in my laſt diſcourſe, Was that of f 
giving their children good inſtructions and. 
the firſt part of this duty, I told you, was to 
give them early and ſtrong impreſſions, of - 
the awe and veneration of > that great Being, 
that made heaven and earth; that ſearcherh 
the ſecrets of the heart, and feeth the 
thoughts afar off the Almighty Author of 
ſure and 1inerring vengeance to the wicked, 
and infinite and unſpeakable rewards tothe 
righteous;- and then, gradually to explain 
and inculcate the ſeveral virtues, that will 
intitle them to his favour, and inſpire the 
utmoſt abhorrence of thoſe vices, that will 
draw down his yengeance upon them. 

The chief of theſe virtues, I told you, 
were Mercy, Humility, Truth, and Juſtice 3 
which are the nobler and more immediate 
tranſcripts of his own perfections, the great 
guardians of peace upon earth, and good. 

will towards men: and under ſome of theſe 
heads, I ſhewed you the pernicious practice 
of parents and ſeryants, in early initiating, 
and carefully inſtructing children in many of 
the Tompenty vices, Wrath, Ryenge, Cruelty, 

Pride, 


of. 


Na Nn an eatr 


1 


de wy pe ſhield 


that nothing under heaven can juſtify any 
fraud or iniquity, in our dealings; that no 
Pretence . of good intentions or pious pur- 
poles what ſoever, can ſanctify wicked means. 
Having thus conſidered the principab vir- 
rucs, in which children are/carly. to he in- 
tried, I now proceed to confidex thoſe, 


condary or miniſterial virtues; as being ſub- 
ſervient to virtues of greater conſequence, and 
higher excellence than themſelves: and the 
chief of theſe are, Temperance, Obedience, 
Mogeſty, Civility, and Induſtry.” As to the 
firſt, of theſe, I am well aware, that Temper- 
ance is, and. hath ever been accounted a Car- 
dinal virtue; nor is it any part of my inten- 
4 tion to debaſe its dignity; but only to ob 
| ſerve, that as it is ſubſervient| to higher 
= purpoſes, than bare abſtinence; from exceſs; 

18 and 


— R 4 — 


＋＋ mo Hera 
eſt & extortation. 


. — to teach them 


which may, I think, be properly called, ſe- 


1 


every orhicrrelivncy: 2 think, it may 
not improperly be termed m aifletial and 
it is certain, that wiſe men have evet 
eſteemed Temperan 


this habit; or, at leaſt, properly prepared for 
it. All phyſicians agree, thar the plaineſt 
and ſimpleſt foods are beſt fitted to young 
and tender ſtomachs, and are attended witł 


leſs danger of ſurfeit and exceſs; and of con- 


ſequence are more ſafe and ſalutary: and all 
philoſophers agree, that Temperance is the 
trueſt foundation of every virtue, and good 
to common ſenſe, that this foundation can- 


not be laid too early: and therefore parents 


cannot be too careful in avoiding allſweetens 
ings and ſeaſonings, all heightenings of 


taſte, in their childrens food; which cannot 
fail of having ill effects upon their health, 
and giving them an early turn to luxury, the 


inlet of every vice, and every corruption, to 
which the human nature is prone! Luxu- 


ry, 


nce ſo neceſſary both"t& - 
health and virtue, that ſome have gone ſd 
far, as to injoin it ſtrictly to the breeding 
the world, in ſome meaſure, influenced by 


\ 2 
4 | 


* * 


. our . 66-7 "A ht 
ve owe, among infinite other evils, the 


immeaſurable uſe of that too faſhionable and 
pernicious plant, which w akens the ſto- 


mach, unbraces the nerves, and drains the 


very vitals of our national wealth; to which 


nevertheleſs our children are as early, and 
as carefully enured, from the very breaſt, as 


if the daily uſe of this liquor were an indiſ- 
penſable duty which they owed to Go and 
their country. 4 


The next miniſterial virtue Which childews 


ſhould be early taught, is Obedience; and it 
is ſufficiently known, that this is always the 
firſt duty inculcated by that order of men, 
which hath hitherto been moſt eminent for. 
the education of youth. Children, obey your 


parents in all things, faith the Apoſtle ; for 


this is well pleaſing unto the Lord. And, 
doubtleſs, nothing can be more agreeable to 
the Gop of order, and Fountain of all virtue 
and all felicity, than this ſubmiſſion of chil- 


dren to their natural ſuperiors and guardians; 
which is the beſt early guardian of their 
health, the beſt ſecurity of their virtue, and 
ſource of their happineſs; it being evident, 


that in the ordinary courſe of things, nothing 
can 
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Ser. 6 . 6. bo nbeir 1 hike 21. © | TT T 
can. be. more reaſonable; or-of cho; uſe to 
children, than a ready undiſputing ſubmiſſion 
to the will of their parents ʒ they being from 
the advantage of more age and experience, 


better judges of what they ought to do or 


avoid. And therefore this obedienoe ſhould 


have no limitation or. reſerve, except here 


the parent is found to command ſomething 
contrary to the law of Gov: in that caſe, and 
in that only, the child's obedience is to be 
diſpenſed with; | in all others, to be ſteadily 
and uniformly exacted, without admitting 
the leaſt debate or heſitation; than which 
nothing can be of worle conſequence; either 
to the peace of the parent, or the yirtue and 
well-being of the child: the ſame ſpirit that 
is reſtive to the authority of the parent, will 
in time be refractory to that of the magi- 
ſtrate, and rebellious even to that of Almigh- 


ty Gop; and will at the ſame time, in all 


probability, degenerate into an offenſive 
rudeneſs, or an unſociable ſullenneſs to the 
reſt of the world. And therefore parents 
ſhould ſubdue this ſpirit early and effectually, 
if they expect their children ſhould become 
good ſons, good ſubjects, or good chriſtians, 
And the true way to do this is, by carefully 

5 avoiding 


"3 


dience in all others. And theſe, in a pru- 


dent and good parent, muſt often be ſuch a8 
will ſhe the child his own ifitereſt and hap- 


pineſs, in the obedience he yielded to them; 
altfiöugh neither of theſe, neither his interen | 
nor his happineſs, ſhould ever by any means 


be made the rales or meaſures of his obe- 


dience ( becauſe there are infinite inſtances, 


in which it is impoſlible he can either diſcern 


or judge of them): no, this muſt be intirely 


reſolved into the parents right of rule; the 
natural pleaſure of a dutiful ſubmiſſion to 
their authority; and the comfortable aſſurance 
of a bleſſing from Almighty Gop, upon the: 
chearful and conſcientious obedience,* 
Another virtue that parents are carefully 
to cultivate in their children, is Modeſty. By 
Modeſty I mean, not that out ward demure- 
neſs and artifice of face; that affected guiſe 
and phraſe of humility, which impudence 
often aſſumes, and hypocriſy always: the 
mask of fraud, and harbinger of deceit; that 


On the flave-coaſt of Guiney, children give and 
receive nothing from rheir parents, or elder brothers ; nor 
wives from their husbands, but upon the 5 Boſman, 
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meek unbluſhing aſſurance; ' which diſtin- 
guiſhes the ſmooth and ſaintly Phariſte, that 
ſmooths his phraſe, and humbles his eyes, 
with all the arts, and to all the purpoſes of 
deluſion; of whom the Pſalmiſt ſo juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that there is no faithfulneſs in his 
mouth ; their throat is'an open fepmichres 
they flatter pe their tongue. No; true 
modeſty ariſes a true ſenſe of decency 
and duty, and beſt & ſhews itſelf in abecoming- 
neſs of behaviour, and due deference to the 
reſt of the world, according to their ſeveral 
relations and ſtations in it; equally removed 
from fawning and from falſehood: and of 
this we need ſay little more, than that it is 
at once the greateſt ornament of youth, and 
beſt guardian of virtue. It is that natural 
checque, which it hath pleaſed Gop to lay 
upon every thing, that is either vicious, or 
unruly, or even indecent, in our nature. And 
of how much value this virtue is in the eyes 
of Almighty Gop, is evident from the care 
which he hath taken of it in the very forma- 
tion of our frame. The fluſhing of the blood 
in the face, upon the conſciouſneſs of having 
violated this virtue; or even upon the leaft 
apprehenſion of being in danger of violating 
| [ | | it, 


214 The Duty of PaRENxTS Ser. 6. 
it, is one of the moſt amazing phænomena 
among all the wonders of our make: for 
What is this, in effect, but Gop Almighty's 
declaring to us, that we ſhall never offend 
againſt this virtue, without publiſhing our 
ſhame to all around us? what is it, but 
making every drop of blood in our bodies, 
the guardians of it? and this, in a manner, 
equally aſtoniſhing and inexplicable; flaſhing 
the blood into the face, by chanels that 
never were found out; and by a power that 
never was, or will be, accounted for: and 
the plain reaſon why this virtue is ſo guarded, 
is of ſuch mighty importance in the ſight of 
Go, is this: It is the guardian of every 
virtue; it is in the mechaniſm of our frame, 
what prudence is in our minds; the power 
that ſways, and guides, and governs, all the 
other virtues. Take away prudence from the 

mind, and there is no virtue left: take away 
modeſty from our make, and the conſe- 

quence will, in effect, be the ſame: this once 
removed, the mind becomes the eaſy prey 
of every paſſion, every vice, and every evil 
tendency in our nature — This once re- 
moved, every ſpark of evil, before latent in 
the ſoul, blazes out into à flame, and de- 
1 55 N vours 


CY 


at the utmoſt diſtance from every thing 
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115 
vours all worth and virtue before it: and 
therefore there is not a more lovel y, or more 
important, office of the parental care, than 
to be ſtrict and diligent guardians of the 
modeſty of their children; than to keep them 


, that 
hath the leaſt appearance, even of indecency, 
and much more of impudence, impiety, or 
immorality of any kind. And yet the yery 
contrary to this is too notoriouſly the practice 
of many parents; who take a monſtrous, or 
to ſpeak more properly, a helliſh pleaſure, in 
teaching their children the worſt words, and 
moſt vicious and impudent forms of ſpeech, 
as ſoon as they are able to ſpeak—— Polly 
(faith Solomon) is joy to him that is deſti- 
tute of wiſdom : and is it poſſible there can 
be a greater exceſs of folly, than for parents 
thus to delight in the deſtruction of their 


= own children? This is ſo ſhocking a conduct, 


that it is incapable of aggravation; and there- 
fare I ſhall only obſerve of it, that theſe men 
act as if they were afraid their childrens own 
natural inclinations, their parents example, 
and the corruptions of the world, would all 
come too late to make them reprobates! to 
make them ripe for perdition! And therefore 
1 2 they 
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they Bake carly pains to eſtabliſh thelr gu 
and to inſure their damnation betimes. 
Another duty parents owe their children 
is, to teach them that Civility, which is com. 
monly known by the name of Good-man- 
ners An accompliſhment which introduces 
youth more carly, and to more advantage, 
into the world, than any other whatſoever; 
and oftentimes recommends them more ef. 
fectually to the favour and protection of the 
great, than many other qualities of more 
inherent excellence; becauſe it is often the 
only one, by which they can be obliged or 
ſerved. In one word, it is an caſy, a natu- 
ral, and an univerſal introduction to the 
regard of mankind; and, if it be ſupported 
by real worth, cannot fail to fix us in their 
eſteem. 

And this civility, which we call good man- 
nets, is "1 duty founded at once, both in 
juſtice and neceſſity. 

No man is ſelf. ſufficient, but hath fre- 
quent and endleſs occaſions, for the aſſiſt. 
ance and good offices of others: and no man 
is o arictly ticd down by any law cither of 
Gop, or ſocicty, to do good offices to others 


to the full extent of his] power, but that he 
hath 
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_ at im an time a ee to 1 re- 
turns of gratitude and acknowlegement. And 
in this conduct, in requeſting the fayours 
and good offices of others, with a becoming 
deference, in a readineſs and chearfulneſs to 


do good offices to others, with a thankful- 


neſs for being ſo employed ; and, laſtly, in 
a thankful and ready acknowlegement of all 
good offices done to ourſelves; in theſe 
conſiſt the eſſentials of civility, and what 
we truly and properly call good manners: 
The courtly phraſe, the courteſy, and the 
bow, and the friendly ſalutation, are but its 
outward garb, indication, and ornament. 
Let me be underſtood upon this point, which 
is, in truth, very little underſtood in the 
world. Altho' every man hath a right, from 
our natural cquality, to a fair unoffending 
treatment from every other; yet no man 
hath an abſolute right to the aid of others 
in any exigency; and therefore, when he 
wants it, he is obliged to ſue for it, in a 
modeſt phraſe, and ſubmiſſive demeanour ; 


and when he hath received it, he is to re- 


turn thanks, in a ſtyle ſuitable to the favour 
received: and, therefore, the man that is void 
of good manners, is at the ſame time void 

13 | both 


118 The Duty of PaxenTs Ser. 6. 
both of gratitude and juſtice: he expects what 
he hath not a right to; and he pays not what 
he owes. So that ill manners is in truth a 
lower kind of immorality ; it is injuſtice, 
and diſhoneſty, in a leſs degree; and, if it be 
neglected there, may ſoon riſe, an become 
conſpicuous in a higher. 

Another virtue in which children are to 
be carefully inſtructed, and to which they are 
to be early enured, is Patience (which I ſhall 
beg leave to conſider in this place as a mini- 
terial virtue). Now patience is a virtue, 
Which teaches us to bear evil with equa- 
nimity, and humble reſignation to the will of 
Gop; by whom all events are governed, 
and without whom not ſo much as a ſpar- 
row falleth to the earth. Foraſmuch then 
as it is well known, that all evils are in- 
creaſed by impatience, and abated by equa- 
nimity and reſignation; therefore it is ob- 
vious at firſt ſight, of what importance the 
value of patience mult be, in a world cncom- 
paſſed with evil. 

The inſtances under which this virtue is to 
be exerciſed, are endleſs, as the calamities 
of life; and therefore it cannot be too early, 
too often, or too earneſtly inculcated. How- 
ever, 


Ser 6. 10 their: Chillen. 


ever, I ſhall at preſent content myſelf In 
recommending one ſmall part of it to the 
conſideration of all parents and tutors: and 1 
that is, Patience of ſolitude ; early to habi- 
tuate their children and pupils to bear being 
alone. 
The advantages of this habit are obvious, ; 
and need barely to be mentioned. Firſt, 
they will by this means learn to think, to 
reflect, and converſe with their own thoughts 
and hearts, Secondly, they will ſoon get 
the better of thoſe inſtinctive fears of ſoli- 
tude ; which, however wiſely impreſſed, (in 
aid of that period of life, which moſt needs 
the protection and care of others) are too 
apt to degenerate into timorous ſuperſti- 
tions; which impair all the powers of reafon, 
and often make life a load. And, thirdly, 
it will guard them from thoſe infinite evils 
which men daily run into, to baniſh ſolitude, 
and kill time; ſuch as evil converſation, and 
idle purſuits, and habits of all kinds. And 
this, we are told, a wiſe man of antiquity 
laid ſo great a ſtreſs upon, that, being asked, 
What he had gained by his philoſophy ? he 
anſwered, That he had learned to converſe 
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at home, atid not be W to Wa for” 
good company. =_ 

Another duty in which children are cathy 

to be inſtructed and exetciſed, is, Induſtry in 
ſome honeſt and uſeful occupation. The 
children of poor parcnts in ſome rudimetits 
or lower branch of ſome uſeful trade, as the 
foundation of a fature livelihood; and the 
children of thoſe of better condition, in 
endowing and adorning their minds with 
thoſe habits of knowlege and virtue, which 
will beſt become their ſtation and condition 
in the world; and make them a blefling to 
all below them. 
The whole life (ayt the Chineſe hits: 
ſophers) depends upon care and induftry ; 
ce the year on the ſpring, the day on riſing 
& early. He who in his youth is not diligent 
* and aſſiduous in his ſtudies, when old age 
wa cometh, will be a fool, and find himſelf 
ce empty-handed : he who in ſpring will not 
ce till, in autumn will not reap X.“ 

Early induſtry is rhe beſt ſecurity in the 
world againſt vicious habits : when this is 
neglected, men eaſily become a prey to ſloth 

* Churchill's Collect. vol. 1. p. 158. 
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and idleneſs; which are the parents of every 
ö vice, and the bane of every thing good and 
excellent. 

And here I cannot but take notice of that 
noble inſtitution of Solon that great Athe- 
nian law-giver; which decreed, that every 
child that refuſed or neglected to ſupport 
his parents, when age or infirmities called for 
their aſſiſtance, ſhould be branded with in- 
famy, and deprived of all the privileges of 
ſociety: but with this limitation; provided 
the parents took care to breed up their 
child to ſome uſeful trade or occupation; 
which if they neglected, their children were 
then acquitted of all obligation to provide 
for them in their need. 

And thus I have done with that part of 
the Parents Duty, which conſiſts in inſtruct- 
ing their children, and forming them to 
thoſe virtues which may be called the leſſer 


morals, but are at the ſame time the ſure 
guardians of the greater. 
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SERMON VII. 
Prov. XXII. 6. 


Train up a child in the way be ſhould 


go: and when he is old, be will not 
depart from it. 


Aving, in ſome former diſcourſes, laid 

before you the ſeveral parts of the Pa- 
rents Duty to the Children, and explained 
very particularly the ſeveral virtues, both pri- 
mary and miniſterial, in which they were 
to be early inſtructed and exerciſed ; 1 now 


proceed to conſider the Means neceſſary to 
be made uſe of, in order more effectually 
to inculcate and confirm thoſe virtues in their 


hearts. 

Anc, firſt, All parents are particularly to 
remember, that as ſoon as their children have 
paſſed through the firſt rudiments of learn- 
ing, and are able to read, they ſhould then 
be carefully taught ſome ſhort ſyſtem of the 
chriſtian religion, ſuch as that excellent ſum- 


mary 
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mary of chriſtian duties, contained in the 
ch Catechiſm; not only to get them 
by heart, or rather by rote, as the common 
cuſtom is, but in a rational intelligent way: 

and, in order to this, the queſtions and an- 
ſwers ſhould be varied and explained, and 
the children ſhould be obliged to give the 
meaning of them in other words; and, at 
laſt, to add the proofs from Scripture: and 
this they will be enabled to do, by the help 
of ſome ſhort and uſeful explanation of the 
Catechiſm, publiſhed for that purpoſe; one 
particularly, by a late moſt reverend and ex- 
cellent prelate, formerly your teacher in this 
place: but, above all, the Scriptures are to be 
read frequently and conſtantly; thoſe parts 
eſpecially and primarily, which contain an 
account of the wonderful works and judge 
ments of Gop; ſuch as the creation, the 
deluge, the deſtruction of Sodom and Go 
morrha, and the deliverance from the Egyp- 
tian bondage: and, aboye all, the life and 
miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, and his Apo- 
ſtles— For theſe being in their own nature 
extraordinary, and at the ſame time con- 
veyed to us in the nobleſt, the moſt inſtruc- 


tive, and the moft delightful relations this 
world 
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world was ever bleſſed With, will de bean 
with pleaſüre, and remembred with caſe; 
and will at the ſame” time give your chil- 


Y 


: 
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dren ſtrong and awful notions of the infinite 


Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of Gop;to- 
gether with a deep veneration of his Juſtice 


and Judgments upon preſumptuous and im- 
penitent ſinners: and, in confequence of 


this, will impreſs a ſtrong awe and dread of 
_ offending, and provoking the divine wrath 


and indignation againſt us. 


After "this, they are carefully to prick | 


and revolve thoſe ſolemn and deyotional 
parts of the holy Scriptures, which fer forth, 
in moſt moving and exalted ſtrains, the Mercy, 
and Might, and Majeſty of Almighty Gop; 
ſuch as the pſalms of David, the prophecies 


of Tſaiah, and the life, ſuffering, and ſub- 
miſſion of Fob: and, laſtly, they are to be 
well and often inſtructed and exerciſed in 


the Eccleſiaſtes, and Proverbs of Solomon, 
which contain at once the plaineſt and the 
wiſeſt precepts that ever were delivered for 
the conduct of life, both with regard to this 


world, and the world to come. Theſe are 


to be perpetually peruſed, and perfectly re- 


membred: and, by being ſo, will be a ſure 
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and laſting fund of direction, conſolation, 
and ſupport, on all occaſions, and engen 
all emergencies in life. | 

And thus I have gone through- 19 fun- 
damental duties of erudition and inſtruction, 
which parents owe their children For the 
reſt, this city hath the advantage of ſo many 
excellent ſchools for their further improve- 
ment, as makes it unneceſſary to purſue this 
ſubject any longer Only thus much give 
me leave to obſerve to you, that as good 
ſchoolmaſters are the greateſt benefactors to 
mankind, and the worſt rewarded for the 
good they do, of all mortals, paying an un- 


common regard and return to them, for the 


advantages your children receive from them, 
as it is your duty, ſo it is likewiſe greatly 
your intereſt; and the fruits of it will be 
repaid ſevenfold into your own boſom. 

I have now conſidered at large, how your 
children are to be led gradually, through the 
whole ſeries of chriſtian and moral duties; 
and have only to add, that, when they arc 
early and long practiſed in them, the mo- 
tions of duty and virtue will then become as 


eaſy and as familiar to them, as thoſe of na- 
ture; or, to ſpeak more properly, cuſtom 


will 


= 


will: 1 e nature; and a * prac- 
tiſe them with as little . as ”_ 
walk or breathe. $146 
The next duty that parents owe their chil- | 
dren is, to correct them in their faults 
And this is a duty wherein parents, from 
their great fondneſs for their children, are 
often exceedingly faulty: and yet, in truth, 
the neglect of correction is faulty, even upon 
the ſcore of fondneſs; for true tenderneſs 
and love to children ſhould oblige parents 
to provide early and carefully, that they 
might be miſerable and afflicted as ſhort, 
and as ſeldom, and happy as often, and as 
| long, as poſſible. And the true way to effect 
this, is to fix good habits; and cither to pre- 
vent, or to root out, evil habits as early as 
poſlible. For this reaſon, if children are not 
to be won to goodneſs by kindneſs and in- 
dulgence (which I own is much more deſire- 
able), they are to be compelled to it by 
ſeverity and diſcipline; and when they have 
once got a good habit, it will from that mo- 
ment be eaſy to them. On the other hand, 
if they are not to be kept back from evil by 
exhortation and advice, they are to be de- 
terred from it * threats and puniſhments: 


for, 
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for, as Naturaliſts obſerve of young trees, 
that ſtubborn, crooked plants, are not to be 
ſtreightned but by fire; ſo ſtubborn, per- 
verſe diſpoſitions are often not to be amended 
but by warm and ſevere correction; and that 
from the very beginning. One correction, 
and that, perhaps, a light one, will deter a 
child from doing an ill thing at firſt; but, if 
you ſuffer. him to get a habit of doing it, 
perhaps twenty cortections will not break M 
him of it: fo that children are to be earl 
corrected, out of pity and tenderneſs. kor 
what parent, that loves his child, would not 
rather correct him for a fault once, than let 
him go on until he found himſelf under a 
neceſſity of correcting him fifty times for it, 
and perhaps to no purpoſe? And therefore 
Solomon rightly oblerves in the xiii. ch. of 
his Proverbs, at the 24th verſe, That he 
that ſpareth the rod hateth his fon, but he 
that teveth him chaſteneth him betimes, 
Z From hence we learn, that parents ſhould 
i correct their children early, even out of love 
| and pity to them. And the fame wiſe man 
again adviſeth, xix. Prov. ver. 18. Chaſten 


* Confucius the great Chineſe philoſopher tells us, that 
it is cruelty in parents, not to inſtruct and puniſh. þ 
1 | 7. 


$8 Jon while here is hop 
ſoul ſpure fur his cryins 
0 him catly; while there is hope of his refor-. ; 
mation; for if you let him go on in vice, 


your correction may come too dat. Again 
he tells us, xxix. Pov. ver. 15. The rud and —_ 


 reproofi give: wiſaonm; but 4 child leſt 10 
himfelf, bringethi bis mother to:fhame! The 
mother is here particularly: mentioned, be- 
cauſe children are moſtly ruined, bythe 
falſe and ill udgedi indulgenced of che mo 

thers: nay, you! :oighe to correct your:chil- 
dren catrly, as well fr your own cafe; as fr 
theit amendment: for beſides the pleaſureiof 
ſeeing your children grow | up in goodneſꝭ 
and virtue; is it not a great happineſs to 
yourſelves, to be ſaved the trouble, and vexa- 
tion, and diſquiet, of giving your children 
frequent and repeated corrections, when they 
are grown headſtrong in vice? And there- 
fore Solomon again moſt excellently adviſeth 
in ver. 1. of the ſame chapter, Correct thy 
ſon, and he ſball give thee reſt: yea, he ſhall 

give delight. unto thy ſoul. 

But, perhaps, the child is weak and kickly, 
and therefore muſt not be corrected, for fear 
of ſpoiling his conſtitution. This is the 
. gs common 


= 


Ae} 
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common or ruining all the children 
in the world: 4 Vit is as ſhameful and illi 

as it is common : redet, 
of deſtroying the beſt conſtitution under 
heaven, is by leaving it ar che mereß e 
peeviſh and ungovernable diſpoſitions, by 
making it a prey to all the unruly paſſions, 


| and appetites: of a perverſe 
mind; and therefore the only way to pre 


ſerve a weak conſtitution, is by ſubduing 
he froward unruly mind, that tears it to 
pieces, to the diſcipline of reaſon and virtue. 
Moreover, it ſhould be conſidered; that ifi 
this be not ſeaſonably and effectually done, 
the diſeaſes and ailments of headſtrong chil- 
dren can neither have the aid of proper food 
or proper phy ſick to relieve them: and there - 
fore all neceſſary correction is to be early i 
applicd, even for the intereſt of their health 
and quiet: although in truth, if correction 
were dangerous to ſuch a conſtitution, it 
were infinitely better, that a perverſe child 
ſhould actually die under it, than that he 
ſhould be ſuffered to become a ſon of per- 
dition; to grow up into a monſter of vice 
and iniquity, to plague his parents and the 
world, and to * to himſelf wrath 
Fs n againſ 


Ser. 7. to their Ch 
againſt the day of wrath, and the pv 
ion of the righteous judgment of God. © 
The next duty that parents owe their ws 
dren, is'to ſet them good Example; of Wich 


I shall now ſay no more than this, that your 


children will always believe, that you think 
that to be the beſt which you practiſe your- 
ſelves; becauſe you do it of choice: and if 
you did not think it beſt, why ſhould you do 
it? and therefore, as it will be ctuel i in you, 
to correct them for thoſe vices Which you 
yourſelves not only reach, but tempt them 
to by your example; ; foi it will be v vain, and 
impoſſible for you to reform them by it. 
For this reaſon, if you have any regard for 
their well-being in this world, and their 
ſalvation in the next, you will = infinitely 
careful not to lead them in the paths of per- 
dition, not to guide or go before them in 
the ways of ſin, which go down to the 
chambers of death. 

The next duty that parents owe their chil- 
dren, is to make a proper Proviſion for them, 
as far as they are able: and the Apoſtle tells 
us, in the v. ch. 1, Ep. to Tim. ver. 8. That 
he is worſe than an infidel, that neglecteth 
K 2 | his 


his duty.— nj 
tion is eg Root: is a dos: n pa = 
the heathens thbught themſelves obliged to 
from the laws of nature.: and therefore that 


chriſtian that neglects it, is, 95 TR renn | 
worſe than a heathen. 


Now by making proviſion for y your child ren, 
muſt be underſtood ſuch a proviſion, as may 
enable them, by the help of an honeſt indu- 
ſtry, to become good and uſeful men in the 
world: for what can be a more lamentable 
conſideration to parents, than to reflect, that 
by their idleneſs and extravagance, they have 
expoſed their helpleſs iſſue to miſery and con- 
tempt, and to all the temptations of poverty 
and want. But on the other hand, 2 
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leſly for their children, as many of them do: f 
To heap up fo much wealth, as may make it 4 
needleſs for their children; to be cither vit- 
tuous or induſtrious, in order to get a com- 
fortable livelihood, is ſurely a dangerous pro- 
viſion, and ſuch as never can be a duty. 
And, certainly, much leſs are they obliged to 
provide ſuch fortunes for them, as may 
tempt them to luxury and 9 to vanity 
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| ads extravagance? ; becauſe that is e * 
not for their ſupport, but for ein ruin, ) both” 
of body and foul ““ 
There is one thing T muſt! nend to 
parents, as a point of: great importance, to 
their own, as well as to their childrens hap- 
pineſs; and that is, in regard to their ſettling 
them in the world, in marriage. Many un- 
happy marriages are laid to the charge of 
parents, and, I fear, with too much truth. 
A diſcreet parent thinks himſelf obliged to 
ſettle his child advantageouſly: but that is 
the point wherein they ſo often fail: for, by 
advantageouſly they generally underſtand, 
richly and honourably 3; whereas riches and 
high rank eaſily may, and often do, bring 
many miſeries along with them. There ought 
to be a ſtrict examination of the heart, on 
ſuch occaſions, whether they can appeal to 
the All ſeeing eye, for the integrity of their 
intentions; and whether avarice or ambition 
may not be more the motives of their con- 


* Ir is better to have a ſon taught (ſay the cant 
philoſophers) than to leave him much gold. They add 
of all the er of this life, the greateſt is to read 500d 
books: of all neceſſary thinzs, the maſt abſolutely D, is 
to inſtruct children. See Navarett's account of China, 
in CharchilPs Collect. vol. 1. p. 153. 
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duct, than a reaſonable proſpect of happineſs; | 
to their iſſue: for if any degree of theſe m * 
with their intentions, it will taint them bo- 
fore Gop; and naturally tends to the mutual 
miſery, both of the parent and of the child. 
Many things ought to be carefully conſi- 
dered, before ſuch an union is compleated, 
And as perfect obedience is required of the 
children, parents ſhould be very cautious in 
their commands; and impoſe nothing upon 
them, (particularly in relation to marriage) 
but with a proper regard to their true in- 
tereſt and happineſs: which is not poſſible 
to be attained in the conjugal ſtate, without 
true worth and virtue in the aſſociate; which 
are not always the attendants of wealth and 
honour. And even where theſe excellencies 
are attended with thoſe temporal advan- 
tages, the parents choice is to be urged with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs and indulgence; in- 
aſmuch as there may be latent, and well 
grounded diſlikes, which (too often) chil: 
dren can neither conquer, nor explain. 
When this is done, then, whatever may 
happen from the parents miſapprehenſion 
of things, they will have a clear conſci- 
| ence, 


* and en Rs hemſ 
nor can they juſtiy be reproached,.. - 

"Ther ar fowe parents ſuch ras, on 
al en-mard. muſt condemn them. I don't 
ſpeak to them; for I fear hey are incorri- 

gible, and I hope their number is ſmall ; hut 
I addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who appear more 
reaſonable. . But although they act with le(S 
appearance of violence, may be as guilty; 
and by inſinuations and artful addreſs prevail 
over fearful and modeſt minds, and obtain \ 
a conſent, when they have not courage of 
aſſurance enough. to reſiſt or contend on ſuch, 
an occaſion, This has been the unhappy, 
caſe of many a young woman; and is, in 
effect, as ctuel a caſe as can be well ima- 
gined; inaſmuch as it frequently turns the 
humble and dutiful diſpoſition of chile 
into their deſtruction. 


The laſt duty that parents owe their chil- : 
dren, is, To pray to Gop for them; foraſ- 


much as without the aſſiſtance and protection 
of the Divine Providence, all your endea. 
vours for the well-being of your children, 
will be ineffectual, and all your councils 
vain, You may inculcate the beſt precepts. 
with the utmoſt care and diligence; but yow 
K 4 will _ 
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will bee it to ea. without the af. 
ſiſtance of the Divine Grace: Paal may: | 
plant, and Apollos water; hut it is GO | 
who! giveth the increaſe. Lou may take as 
much pains as you will, to eſtabliſh your 
family: but remember al ways, that except 
_ #he Lord tbuildeth the houſe, their labour 
i* in vain that build it. Therefore you 
are to pray carneſtly, humbly, and incef- 
fantly to Almighty Gop; to that Gop. who 
giveth wiſdom to the ſimple, that he would 
inform the underſtandings, and direct the 
Hearts of your children in the ways of his 
laws; and the works of his commandments: 
that he would remove far from them vanity 
and lies: that he would make them a clean 
heart, and renew a right Spirit within 
them : that he would inſpire them with 
charity and mercy, with truth and juſtice, 
with humility and meekneſs, with honefty, 
induſtry, and ſincerity in all their dealings: 
that your ſons may grow up as the young 
plants, ſtrong and upright, and fitted for 
the nobleſt works of the Architect: and, 
that your daughters may be as the polijped 
corners of the temple, at once both orna- 
ments and ſupports to the Church of Gop: 


that 


* 


Lians; . | Wives, good | 
Parents, nt Friends: that after the example 
of their Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer, they 
may grow up in wiſdom, as in years, and 
in favour with God and man : that they 
may go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, uſeful 
citizens to their Country, ſubjects to their 
Sovereign, and ſervants to their Gop; guar- 
dians of religion and virtue of every kind ; 
to all around them; until they are gradually 
fitted and finiſhed into living temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the preſent pillars and orna- 


ments of the carth, and future inhabitants 
of heaven. 


Which Gop of his infinite mercy grant, 
through the merits and mediation of 
Jesvs CHRIST. 
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Honour 1 ae, m__ thy 


that thy days may be A 
land which "he « Lord . wo | 
thee. s Hig 


LL the precepts of religion JET 
either our duty to Gon, to our Neigh- 
bour, or to Ourſelves: that is, the duties we 
owe to Go p, as creatures of his Goodneſs, 
and dependants upon his Providence; the 
duties we owe to Mankind i in the ſeveral 
relations of life; and the duties we owe to 
Ourſelves, in order to make us anſwer the 
ends of our being, and enable us to diſcharge 
the duties we owe to Gop and to one an- 
other: conſequently, the duties we owe to 
ourſelves, are but ſecondary and ſubſervient 
to thoſe: and therefore our Bleſſed Saviour, 

being asked by the learned Phariſee, which 
was the great commandment i in the law, he 
anſwered, * 
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1 The Duty y Cane. er. 5 


ind. This is the firſt 
75 and the ſecund 
: is + Like. unto it, Thou ſhalt love th by neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Now'the-law of Go conſi- | 
ders mankind, as. members of one great com: 


munity 5, and. A8 Ore cycry\me ember of this 
eommunity-is our eizh baut, that i is, one to 
Whonrwe Swe all Nt duties of a "ſocial. crea. 
ture, all the offices of humanity. But, for- 
aſmuch as the duties of this general tye were 
not ſufficient to aufwer all the "engagements 
and ends of life; therefore it hath pleaſed 
Gon, t to ſuperadd to theſe, particular engage 
ments and obligations, abſolutely neceſſaty 
io the order and well-being of ſociety: Af 
of theſe, the Duty of Children to Parents, 
hath juſtly obtained the firſt place: becauſe 
all our other duties ro mankind begin and 
are founded here. It is from a right defe- 
rence to the authority and inſtitutions of 
parents, that we learn to become good men, 
good neighbours, good friends, and good 
ſubjects, as well as good ſons. In one word, 
it is here we ordinarily learn all the offices of 
a ſocial and rational creature, in our whole 
4; ns commerce 


32 T 5 


had preſcribed the duties e — himſelf, | 
in the decalogue, i 


commerce, e kinds, and. ther reh 
is, that Gop in his great wiſdom," h 


mmediately ſubjoins that 
which reſpects our een, en "Ms fa; 
ther and mother, &c. Loo ot itt 

And this is agrecable t to 4 very order. of 
nature; ſoraſmuch as parents are, next to 
God, the authors of our men God. iu 


1 abgdicnce to G 0 D; * — Fountain | 


of our exiſtence; yet we are to Bob our 
parents, as his ſubſtitutes upon earth. 


But foraſmuch as this duty is not code 
barely upon our exiſtence, but is deduced 
with more force and greater evidence, from 
the advantages of early ſupport, and early 
inſtitution, derived to us by the care and 
affection of our parents; therefore all thoſe 
that are to us in the place of parents, and i in 
that relation eminently; contribute to our 
well-being, have the fulleſt and cleareſt claim 
to paternal honour. And ſuch are, among 
others, our teachers and ſpiritual paſtors; 


from 


G Ml that cultivation and impr 


in virtue and knowlege; which 2 are e the 90 
even of immortal ſpirits. An 
nn the next place, your governors are t6 
you in the place of parents, becauſe they ate 

the fathers of their country; and the well- 
being of the community hath the fame de- 
pendance, upon their paternal care and vigh- 
lance, that particular houſes have upon the i 
prudence and affection of the maſters 'of 
families. And indeed all government, as it 
is originally derived from paternal authority, 


is in truth no otherwiſe to be conſi dered, 


than as an enlargement of that author. 
ſo that magiſtrates ſucceeding into the place 
and office of parents, are to be regarded as 


publick fathers, on whom the power of life 


and death, originally veſted in parents, is 
now deyolved, And as this is agrecable to 
the Scripture account of the origin of na- 
tions in general, Divines have obſerved, that 
it ſeems to be more particularly evidenced 
in the common and ſucceſſive name of the 


kings 


the father of the e ts 7 p fr 1 il | 
— chus ſhewn who they aero whom | 


the next — ws es the firſt — of 


| me . en texts. ys: the 

Firſt hm we-arc - even ur vans 
parents, or thoſe whom the providence of 
Gum or the conſtitution of our country, 
have ſubſtituted into their place. And this 
we are to do in the following inſtances: 
Firſt, In Reverence : Secondly, In Obedi- 
ence; and, Thirdly, In a grateful Retribu- 


tion of all the Benefits v we have wum 
them. 


55 


hd 


Firſt, I an we are to > lows our 2 
by reverencing them. Now, Reverence is 
an awful love, mix d with a fear of offend - 
ing, which ariſes from reſpect and duty ; 


not ſuch a ſlaviſh dread as drives from the 


1 of thoſe in authority over us, but 
1 


| from a eee ani q 
a. naturally carry with 


Town be ahmt live 
few. Reſpect is a natural — 
which, from fear of giving ente up 
the tonę impr 


from ut 3 e. 
indecency. to our par 
obliged to reaſon and mn trate a 
conduct. Such is that earneſt interceſſioi 
of Jonathan to his father Saul, for the life 
of David his friend His friend that was 
as his own ſoul. 1 Sam. ch. xix. Let no 
the king ſin againſt his ſervant, again Ds 
vid; becauſe he hath not ſinned againſt 

thee, and becauſe his works to thee-ward 
have been very good. Nay, we haye an in- 
. ſtance 
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ſtance cken in undatifül ſon in the Goſpel, who, 
* bis father, did not, however, dare to pro- 
feſs his diſobedience, but, on the contrary, 
gave him good words, and a dutiful appel- 


Ser. 8 


lation; faying, I go, Sir, altho he went not. 


And, certainly, the tribute of reſpectful 
language is the leaſt that can be paid to thoſe 
= who have taught us to ſpeak: and therefore 


the rude returns of wicked children to their 


parents is ſo deteſtable in the ſight of Gop, 


niſhment againſt this crime, equal to tliat of 


blaſphemy a againſt himſelf. He that curſet h 
his father or his mother, ſhall ſurely be pur 


to death, Exod. xxi. 17. And Prov! xx.'20, 
He that curſeth his father or mother, his 


lamp ſhall be put out in obſture darkneſ$. * 
Again, the inward:yeneration'due*to pa- 
rents is wont to ſhew - itſelf in dur whole 
demeanour.— The humility of the mind 
naturally expreſſes itſelf,” as in modeſty of 
ſpeech, ſo likewiſe in lowlineG and ſubmiſ- 
ſion of geſture, ' bowing the head, and bend- 

ing the knee, upon every proper occaſion,” 
An extraordinary inſtance of this, is to be 
found in the demeancur of Joſeph to his 
; bY father, 
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146 The Duty of Cur.vzen Ser- B. 
father, Gen. xlviii. 12. High exalted as he 
was in the court of the greateſt monarch 
upon earth, he thought it no leſſening to 
bend before his aged father, and pay him 
all the marks of ſubmiſſion and duty — 
nay, and he did this, at a time, when the if 
text aſſures us, Jacobs eyes were dim, and 
could not ſee; and conſequently, when he 
could not be upbraided by his father for want 
of due reſpect, and probably would not have 
been blamed by any other mortal: for who 
would have been ſo vain as to cenſure the 
conduct of one who was at that moment in 
the higheſt reputation for wiſdom and pu 
dence of all mortals then alive? Or, if their 
vanity. could have carried them to cenſure Ml 
his conduct, their fear of Pharas/'s firſt mi- 
niſter would certainly have obliged them 
to keep their thoughts to themſelves. Vet, 
under all. theſe circumſtances of his father's 
blindneſs, his own exalted ſtation, unrivaled 
wiſdom, and uncontrouled power, Joſepbs 
: affetionate and dutiful heart would not 
ſuffer him to diſpenſe with the leaſt form of 
reſpect and veneration to his aged parent: 
for we read, that when he brought his ſons 
from between his knees, to preſent them to 


his nde Fa m_ himſalf « with his face 
to the earth. And ſurely there is not any 
one circumſtance of his grandeur, that reflects 
half ſo much luſtre upon his character, as 
this ſingle inſtance of filial humiliation.— 
When I conſider him upon his knees to Gop, 
I regard him as a poor mortal, in the dif- 
charge of duty to his Creator, of adorable | 
majeſty and infinite height above him. 
When I bchold him bowing down to Ph. 
raoh, I conſider him in the dutiful poſture of 
a ſubject to his Prince, to whom he was in- 
debted for the higheſt exaltation and honour. 
But when I ſee him bending to the earth, 
before a poor, old, blind, decrepit father, I 
behold him with admiration and delight : 
How doth that humiliation exalt him! A 
father, to whom he was ſo far from being 
| indebted for a great fortune, or an honour- 
able ſupport, that, on the contrary, his father 
was obliged to him, as far as a father could be, 
upon both theſe accounts. He had no eſtate 
to ſettle, at leaſt none worth Foſeph's regard: 
nor had his ſon any inheritance to hope for 
from him, but his bleſſings and that he 
thought he ought not to receive but in the 
| loweſt poſture of humiliation and revereice. 
L 2 —_ 


148 The Duty of AIM Ser. 8 = 
——A demeanour, Go knows, very diſtant 
from the principles and practice of the pre- 
ſent age, who have no notion that any thing 
can be meant by a parent's bleſſing, but ſome 
mark of their bounty, or ſettlement of their 
fortune: and for this reaſon the beſt of pa- 
rents are regarded as little better than an 
incumbrance upon the ſon's eſtate, and à bar 
to his happineſs. And therefore it is no won- 
der, if they are treated with no more reſpect 
than is abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the in- 
heritance; I mean, ſo much of it, as the 
wiſdom of their anceſtors hath left un- 
ſettled : otherwiſe it is much to be feared, 
that rudeneſs and negle& would (and in fat 
they do) for the moſt part fill 1285 the place 
of reverence. 
And this want of duty to parents is the 
effect of another and much greater want, the 
want of good principles, the want of a right 
ſenſe of religion, and knowlege of the 
Scriptures: for ſurely, if men were acquainted 
with the terrors of the Lord denounced 
againſt undutiful children, they could never 
allow themſelves in the leaſt inſtance of 
diſobedience or diſreſpect to their parents. 


The eye that mocketh at his father, faith 
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- +a Fo defpile 276 to * y his. mother, 
the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it aut, 
and the young eagles ſhall eat. it, And as 
this is often literally true in the calamitous 
end of abandoned- children, 8 whoſe carcaſes | 
are, in the field of battle, whither their diſ- 


obedience” carried them, expoſed to ravens, 


and vulturs, and other birds of prey or elſe 
upon gallows and gibbets, to which their 
villanies have brought them; villaigies cam- 
mitted in contempt. of the monitions an 

exhortations of their parents; the ſame fad 


fate is alſo frequently fulfilled, upon, unduti- 


ful children, ina. metaphorical ſenſe, in the 


deplorable ruin, and actual log, of eyes, 


brought upon ſuch wretches by other rooks 


and vermin; by creatures of much greater 
prey and ſurer deſtruction than the ravens of 
the valley and the young eagles put together. 
I have often admircd it, as a glorious in- 
ſtance of diſcipline i in the Fewiſh common- 
wealth, that an undutiful child Was ti to be 


ſtoned to death by the people; chat fo every 


one ſhould be obliged, to puniſh, - a crime 


TV 


then it muſt be. obſerved,. that the parents 


had. no right to bring the child before the 


L 3 5 magi- 


1 50 The Duty of ChupbREN Ser. 8. 
magiſtrate, in order to this public condem- 
nation, before they had firſt privately cha- 
ſtiſed him: for that was the letter of the 
law, Deut. xxi. 18. 1f a man have a ſtub- 
born and rebellious fon, which will not obey 

the voice of his father, or the voice of his 
mother ; and when they have chaſtened 
him, wilt not hearken unto them ; then it 
was that he was to be brought before the 
magiſtrate, accuſed, condemned, and ſtoned 
to death: ſo that private chaſtiſement was 
always to go before that public, that infa- 

nous, that dreadful execution. 

This, my brethren, was the appointment 
and law of Gop, to his own people the Jews; 
and was, without queſtion, the wiſeſt inſti- 
tution that ever obtained in any nation: as 
it is the nobleſt monument of that wiſdom, 
and virtue, by which the Chzneſe think them- 
ſelves diſtinguiſhed above the reft of the 
world, at this day ; the mighty veneration 
to parents injoined by their Jaws, and the 
ſevere and exemplary puniſhment of undutt- 
fulneſs and diſobedience. In China, if a 
father charges his ſon with any crime before 
a magiſtrate, there needs no other proof: he is 
HMMECHAtCly condemned, If a ſon ſhould 

preſume 
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preſume to mock a parent, or lay riglent 
hands upon him, the whole country 
alarmed, and the judgment reſerved for. 10 
Emperor himſelf: the magiſtrates of. the. 
place are turned out; and all the ncighbour- 
hood threatened, as baving given coutite- 
nance to ſo infernal atemper; Which muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have diſcoyered itſelf u "upon, other 
occaſions; it is impoſſible, they think, it 
ſhould have arrived to ſuch a degree of vil- 
lainy at once. ---The criminal, in theſe © caſes, 
is ſentenced to be Cut, into ten thouſand 
pieces, and afterwards. burnt; his houfes and 
lands: deſtroycd, and even the, houtes tha that 
ſtood near him; to remain as | Monuments 
of ſo deteſted a crime: Or rather, that 


12 FR 


remembrance ; of ſo. abominabl L a Villain 
ſhould be effaced from the earth. —— or ar 

even their Emperors, in all their height of 
power, exemptcd from. the ſtricteſt diſcharge 
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of duty and piety to their r parents. Wade 
But, further As we. muſt honour, our 
parcnts with all the marks of outward reve- 
rence ſo likewiſe with all the real effects of 
ſincere obedicnce— Children, faith the Apo- 
ſile, Coloſſ. iii. 20. obey your Parents in all 
— 5 for this is well pleaſing unto the 
"0 Lord. 


15. The Duty of CHD, Ser. 8. 
Cord. And as this is founded in the law 
of Go it is alſo enjoined by the dictates of 
reaſolʒ 5  foraſmuch as parents are Our natural 
ſoperiors and becauſe they are better 
judges zhd directors of your conduct, from 
the advantage of more ycars and experience, 
than you can poſſibly be for yourſelves; And 
although,you ſhould in time, froni the beneſit 
of 4 hay pier, genius, or 14 better education, 
arrive to greater Cleatneſs of judgment and 
ficength of reaſon than your parents; yet ſtill, 
as long ; as vou continue a part of their fa- 
mily, you are to pay them that obedience 
that is due to them as maſters of their own 
houfhofd; ; and therefore are never to ſwerve 
from 1 their commands, unleſs they ſhould in- 
join ſomething contrary to the commands 
of GoD:, ; may that at caſe (and in that alone) your 
diſo edjence * muſt be excuſed from the prior 
ob igation you owe to your Creator, "whoſe 
commands no mortal can controul or diſ- 

penſe, with : and even in this caſe, alter you 


rene 


ſtrances 1 in your power, you are to obey 
paſſiy vely ; that is, you are patiently to ſub- 
mit to fuch chaſtiſement as they ſhall think 


fit to inflict for your c r For altho 
| they 


ger. 8. to their Parents. 153 
they ſhould chaſten you after their own plea · 
- ſure, as the Apoſtle intimates in the xiith ch; 
to the Hebr. yet are you to give them N 
rence. And, ſurely you ought, in common 
gratitude as well as juſtice, to bear with their 
infirmities, who have ſo en and ſo long 
borne with yours. * 
But there is one vi as. abe- 
dience to parents is of more importance to 
children, than any other in life; and yet 
where they too often fail to pay it; and that 
is in the article of Marriage: for, as long as 
children continue a part of their parents fa- 
mily, (which muſt be till they think fit to 
diſpoſe otherwiſe of them) they are abſo- 
lutely in their parents power, and have no 
more right to diſpoſe of themſelves, than 
they have to diſpoſe of the parents fortune, 
or inheritance, or any of their goods: and 
therefore we find the parental authority of ſo 
great extent in the law of Moſes, that the 
daughter who made a vow unknown to her 
father, was not allowed to ratify it with- 
out his conſent; as you may read, Num. 
But, the inſtitutions of the antient Ra- 
mans carried this point a great deal higher, 
and 


154 The Duty of CHD REN Ser. 8. 


and made children dependent upon the 
parental authority during their whole lives: 
nor could the higheſt honours or anthority 
in the commonwealth exempt them from 
it. A father, in Rome, could call down his 
ſon from the Roſtrum, in the midſt of his 


harangue to the people, to puniſh him for 
any miſdemeanour: he could command him 


in the ſame manner from the Senate, or 
from the head of his Legions. Nor did the 
People, the Fathers, or the Army dare to 
interpoſe in his defence: they conſidered the 
duty to parents as a prior obligation, which 
nothing ſubſequent could cancel. And 
doubtleſs this was one reaſon why the Ro- 
man marriages continued fo long ſacred and 
undiſturbed ; becauſe they were never made, 
but with advice and deliberation of their 
parents. And indeed, the contrary conduct 
is an inſtance of diſobedience, that com- 
monly carries its own puniſhment with it; 
and it is to be hoped, there are few children 


to whoſe final account this fin will be placed, 


becauſe I am perſuaded there are few that 
have been guilty of it, who have not had 
reaſon to repent very ſincerely of it, to the 
laſt day of their lives. And the reaſon of 

| this 
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this is cvident:---Thie perſons that take the 


eyes of young people moſt, are ſuch as are 
«killed in the courtly forms and faſhions of 
the world; ſuch as have laid themſelves 
out to dreſs and dance, and acquire ſuch 
ſuperficial and ſhewy accompliſnments, as 
are too often at the greateſt diſtance in the 
world from modeſty, and good - nature, and 
good ſenſe; and above all, from ſolid prin- 
ciples of true Religion and Virtue, which 
are the true conjugal accompliſhments. 
Prudent parents well know, that the true 
conjugal attractions ariſe, not from out ward 
ornament, but in ward excellence. This is 
a law eſtabliſhed in morality, and is in exact 
analogy to that great law eſtabliſhed in na- 
ture, which tcaches us, that the attractions 
of bodies are not in proportion to their 


ſurface, but their ſolid contents. Prudent 


parents well know, that ſuch accompliſh- 
ments as either ariſe from, or tend to eſtab- 
liſh worth, can alone render any pair happy 
in an union that muſt laſt for life. This, I 
fay, all prudent parents very well know; 
and therefore are beſt fitred to make a right 
choice for their children; but ſtill with this 
caution, that _ do not offer violence to 


their 


— 


their inclinations, by forcing them to marry 
againſt their will. For the reſt, it were in- 
finitely better, that perverſe children ſhould 
actually die in the diſappointment of theit 

inclinations, than that they ſhould make 
both themſelves, and their parents, for ever 
miſcrable, by an unfortunate and unduriful 
prarriage, 
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SERMON IX. 
Ex 0D. xx. 12. = 


Honour thy father, and thy mother 3 
that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 3 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, I 
ſhewed you, that this duty of honouring 
our parents, was of great extent: That it 
comprehended, firſt, The duty we owe to our 
kings and governors, who are the common 
fathers of their country. Secondly, The 
duty we owe to our ſpiritual paſtors and 
teachers, who have diſcharged the beſt offices 
of parents towards us, in teaching us true 
principlesof religion and virtue : and, thirdly, 
Theduty you owe to your natural parents, and 
all thoſe whom the Providence of Go p hath 
placed in their ſtead, which conſiſts of three 
parts. i 

| | "BUT 


153 The Duty of CHILDREN Ser. q. 
_ Firſt, Reverence; ſecondly, Obedience; 
and, thirdly, A grateful Retribution of the 
Benefits that we have received from them. 
Under the firſt head, I ſhewed you, that 
the duty of Reverence to your Parents di.. 
covered itſelf both in words and actions; in | 
modeſt and reſpectful language to your pa- 
rents, and a dutiful ſubmiſſive demeanour to- 
wards them. A remarkable inſtance of 
which I ſhewed you, in the behaviour of 
Foſeph, to a poor, old, blind, decrepit fa- 
ther, when he himſelf was in the higheſt 
int of glory and wiſdom, Gen. xlviii. 
Under the ſecond head, of Obedience due 
to Parents, I ſhewed you the great ſtreſs that 
GoD Almighty hath laid upon this duty; 
| how ſtrictly it was injoined in the Holy 
Scriptures, the bleſſings promiſed to it, and 
the curſes and ſignal judgments of Gop de- 
nounced againſt the tranſgreſſion of it in 
the/law of Moſzs, which placed the crime of 
diſobedicnce to parcnts upon the ſame foot 
with that of blaſphemy againſt Gop; that 
the ſtubborn and undutiful child was to be 
ſtoned to death, like the blaſphemer. 
I ſhewed you alſo, that this duty to parents 
was in the higheſt yeneration among the 
wiſer 


— 
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wiſerheathensz the antient Romans, in their 

days of virtue; and the preſent Chineſe, with 

whom undutifulneſs to parents undergoes, 

at this day, the moſt dreadful puniſnments 
than can be imagined. 

I come no to the thitd thing propaſed ; ; 
which was to ſhew you, That you muſt ho- 
nour your parents, as by reverence and obe- 
dience, ſo likewiſe by a thankful and grate- 
ful return, of all the bleſſings and benefits 
conferred upon you by. them, as far as you 
are able, and they are in need — And this 
the Apoſtle expreſly injoins in the vth ch. 
iſt ep. to Tim. 4 ver. F any widows have 
children or nephews, let them learn firſt to 
frew prety at home, and to requite their pa- 
rents — The Apoſtle mentions the children 
of widows in particular; becauſe widowhood 
is the condition in life moſt ſubje& to want 
and diſtreſs; and where children, taking the 
advantage of the weakneſs of a helpleſs mo- 
ther, are moſt apt to be rebellious and undu- 
tiful ; the purpoſe of the Apoſtle, in this pre- 
cept, being to imply, from this particular 
inſtance, the duty of obedience, and ſupport, 
and retribution, due from children to parents, 
whenever the ill ſtate of their affairs requires 


it; 
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it; and even when they are leaſt in a con- 
dition to exact their gratitude, or puniſh their 
diſobedience —— A remarkable inſtance of 
this picty and reverence due to parents is in 


the behaviour of Solomon to his mother Batb. 


-ſheba, 1 Kings ii. 19. when ſhe came to 
ſolicit him in favour of Adonzjah ; for the 
text tells us, that the King roſe up T0 meet 
her, and bowed himſelf unto her, and ſat 
down on the throne, and cauſed a ſeat to be 
ſet for the King's Mother; and ſhe ſat on his 
right-hand, This he did to a widow mo- 
ther, himſelf a King, the wiſeſt of all man- 
kind, and then the mightieſt Monarch of 
the whole world. He knew the duties of 
life roſe with its grandeur, and gave new 
luſtre to it; his inlarged and generous ſoul 
could not bear to have his piety leſs exalted 
than his power — And, it is well known, 
that there are, at this day, Princes in the 
world, whoſe veneration for their parents 
will not ſuffer them ſo much as to ſit down 
in their preſence X. And, Gop knows, 
the pious returns due from children to pa- 
rents are at once the ſtrongeſt dictates of 


* Sde Ambatſidors Travels, p. 139. 
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gratitude and juſtice, and are but a poor re- 
tribution for all the care and expence of edu · 
cation, for all the anxious hours, and ſleep: - 
leſs nights; that have been paſſed in ſolicitude 
for our welfare, and in diſtreſs for our ill 
health, and ill conduct. And will you requite 
all this affection with ingratitude and neg. 
le& 2? Will you let them ſuffer under any ne- 
ceſſity which you can relieve, who ſupported 
you for ſo many years of helpleſs want ? Will 
you deſpiſe their perſons, of whom yourſelyes 
are a part? Surely, if the ingenuity of na- 
ture, and the principles of reaſon and virtue, 
are not quite extinguiſhed in you, the love 
and ſolicitude your parents have long felt for 
you, will exact ample returns from you; if not 
in equal meaſure, (which perhaps is not poſ- 
ſible) yet in the fulleſt, the ampleſt, the moſt 
acceptable, that it is in "your power to 
make. 
The courſe and compaſs of God's Provi- 
dence, and his methods of eſtabliſhing and 


evidencing the meaſures of reciprocal duty, 
is no where more remarkable than in the mu- 
tual obligations between parents and their 
children (I fay, the courſe of Gop's Provi- 


cence is no-where more remarkable, than 
M in 
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in the meaſures of duty and obligation eſta. 
bliſhed between parents, and their children) 


d 
? 


the child comes into the world naked and 


helpleſs, 'and; from himſelf, more deſtitute 


of the natural means of ſecurity: and ſupport, 


In this exigency, the parental care and ten- 


derneſs 1 6 ee as. nv bi 


* 
bY 


with all his nila andy: | diſpoſitions, at an 
age when he is neither capable of being cor- 
rected or convinced; and not only provides 
the properoſt food for him, When he is in. 
capable of providing any for himſelf, but 
likewiſe adminiſters it, hen he is incapable 
of feeding himſelf; bears with all degrees of 
his folly and impertinence; liſtens to all his 
trifling and idle inquiries, not only with 
patience, but with pleaſure, till they gradu- 
ally conduct him to health, and ſtrength, and 
knowlege : But the child is not long arrived at 
this perfection of his nature, before his parents 
begin to fall gradually into the ſame infit- 
mirics, thro' which they but lately conducted 
and ſupported their children, and to ned 


the ſame aſſiſtance which they lately lent. 


And, firſt, they begin to grow ſickly 3 and 
then 


S : MN 
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then they call for the aid of that health which 
they. cultivated and took care of in their 
children. The loſs of chearfulneſs and good 
humour commonly ſuceeeds the loſs of 
| | health; the old parents are uneaſy, and fret 
cat all about them; And now is the time for 
children to return all that tenderneſs and pa- 
tience to their parents peeviſſineſs, without 
ſourneſs or reproof, which their parents had 
long lent them in all their childiſh perverſe- 
neſs, at an age when they were not capable 
of being corrected. In the next place, the 
old parents grow troubleſomely talkative and 
(as youth is too apt to think) impertinent; 
and dwell eternally upon the obſervations and 
adventures of their times, and earlier years. 
Remember, you alſo had your time of being 
talkative and impertinent, and your parents 
bore with you; but, with this difference; 
| you asked them filly and trifling queſtions, 
and they now tell you wiſe and uſeful ob- 
ſervations. But they are troubleſome, be- 
cauſe they tell them too often — The an- 
ſwer to this is very obvious: If your parents 
bore with your folly, you may well bear 
their wiſdom ; and although, perhaps, they 
talk more than is neceſſary to inform you of 
M 2 preſent 


164 The Duty of Cidiun Ser 9. 
preſent things, yet their converſation tut 
moſtly upon things paſt, perhaps paſt many 
years before you came into the world, and, i 
"conſequently, ſuch as they muſt know : il 
_ thouſand times better than you; or, though 
they ſhould talk more than is neceſſary to 
inform you, they do not talk more than is 
neceſſary to inform your ſervants, or your 
children, who are now come to an age of 
asking many queſtions ; and, therefore, Proyi- 
dence hath well appointed, that their grand- 
father or grandmother are now in an humour 
to anſwer them all, and to ſupply them with 
a ſtore of uſeful obſervations, which they 
want; nay, which they want to hear over 
and over again; which they want to have in. 
culcated a thouſand times; and which, with 
out this aſſiſtance, would require a courſeof 
years tO acquire for themſelves —- So that 
this humour of talkativeneſs, which is com- 
monly thought ſo troubleſome in old people 
hath its uſe, and is moſt excellently appointed 
by Almighty Gop. Bur, ſay it were not, 
the children, in bearing with it, do but i ©" 
barely return their parents what they Jong 
ſince owed them. as 
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In the next place, the ſtrength of the old 
parents fails them, and they cannot walk 
W without: a ſupport; but, ſure, you will not 
let them want one! How many years did 
they bear you in their arms! How many 
more did they lead you where you would be, 
and ſaved you from falling, and from danger! 
And will you now ſuffer thoſe old limbs to 
W tottcr and fall to the earth, which ſo often 
W ſupported and ſaved yours, when they were 
W weak and tender, and unable to ſupport and 
ſave themſelyes ? Certainly you will not; 
you cannot at once be guilty of ſo much 
W cruelty and ingratitude. — In the laſt place, 
che underſtandings of the old parents begin 
co fail, and the ſtrength of their minds doth 
not long outlive the ſtrength of their bodies, 
but decays gradually, till they become again 
children; their teeth fall, and their tongues. 
fail, and they are once more infants; and are 
now confincd to their beds, as they were at 
rſt to their cradles. — This is the laſt ſtage 
| of life, and here they demand all that care, 
and compaſſion, and tenderneſs, at your 
hands, when they arc juſt going out of the 
world, which you called for at theirs, when 
you firlt came into it. | | 
M 3 Thus 
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Thus is the courſe of nature fulfilled; and 
the circle of GOD Providence completed. 
And what child, that had the leaſt remain; 
of gratitude or goodneſs, would not be de. 
lighted to pay off the great debt of-natute, 
and to purſue this round of filial duty, in 4 
conſcientious diſcharge of all the good 


| offices they we their aged parents? N a, f 
what child, that had any goodneſs; woull WM 


not regard this retribution as his greateſt ho. 


nour and happineſs? What child, that 


any goodneſs; would. wiſh to live longer in 
this world, than whilſt Gop inclined his 
heart to this delightful and glorious branch 


of his duty? For, ſurely, it is in this reſped, 
more than in any other whatſoeyer, that $- 


lomon's obſervation is verified, when he tells 


us, that fathers are the glory * . cli 


aren. 

And here we Gent in part, the a the 
reward of long life promiſed in the text to 
dutiful children ; for, as nothing ſo naturally 
ſhortens the lives of parents, as the miſery and 
diſtreſs brought upon them by the diſobe- 


dience and impiety of their children; and, 


on the other hand, nothing ſo greatly con- 


tributes to the peace and happineſs of parents, 
and, 


A 
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and, of conſequence; to their health and 
life, as the obedience and piety oß their iſſue; 
nothing can be a more ſuitable reward of 
that piety, than lengtk of life: and ſurely 
the bleſſing of long life, annexed to the 
duty of honouring the father and the mother, 
is no- Where ſo complete, is no- where ſo 
perfect a bleſſing, as when the child hath the 
happineſs to pay off the great debt of grati- 
tude to his aged parents, to return ſome part 
of what he owes to them, for ſupport and 
correction, for affection and tenderneſs, for 
example and inſtruction; and, in one word, 
for all the bleſſings of a religious and vir- 
tuous education; a debt for ever to be paid, 
and never to be diſcharged: and, therefore, 
Homer, in his uſual ſtrength of juſt and fine 
thinking, mentions it” as a calamitous cir- 
cumſtance in the death of à young hero, 
that he was cut off in his bloom, before he 


had made any retribution to his parents for 
his education an ſupport — — 8's roꝛeeuol 


beer oNe& arid won. 

Nay, although a parent were faulty, 44 
failed in any or all theſe inſtances, yet till 
humanity calls upon us to compaſſionate 
their infirmities; ; and generoſity ſhould 

4. L 
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neſs, and to pay where we did not owe. 
There is an inſtance of heathen piety in this 
point, that chriſtians ſhould bluſh. at -— 
T. Manlius was ill treated, and turned our of 
doors, by a ſevere father, who was: ſoon 
after called to an account by the Tribune for 
this, and ſome other part of his conduct; 2 
day was appointed for his trial, and every 
one concluded his life was loſt. - The fon 
heard of his danger, and, without ſaying i 
word to any mortal, went ſecretly: to the 
Tribune, and inquired about it. The 77. 
bune anſwered, That what he had heard was 
truth z, and that a principal part of the accu- 


fation againſt him, was the cruel treatment 


he, his ſon, had received from him.——Upon 
this, Manlius puts a dagger to the Tribunés 
breaſt, and vowed immediate death to him, 


if he did not that moment drop the proſc 


cution. — The Tribune, in terror of his 
life, ſolemnly ſwore he would, and did 
accordingly ; and the next day reported the 
whole truth to the aſſembly, and the father 
was acquited for the generoſity of the ſon. 
How few ſons arc there now in the world, 
who would make as generous a return to the 
: 4 es tender- 
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tenderneſs and fondneſs of their fathers, as 
this ſon did to the cruelty of his! 

There is alſo a remarkable * of filial 
picty in the hiſtory of China. In the reign 
of the Emperor Yuen Tz, a Mandarin was 
condemned to death; and was guilty enough 
to deſerve it. He had the good fortune to 
have a daughter affectionate and dutiful to 
him, beyond the ordinary meaſures of filial 
piety; who addreſſed the Emperor in his 
behalf, preſenting a memorial to him, where- 
in ſhe offered herſelf a ſlave for life, to fave 
the life of her father. The Emperor, ſtruck 
with ſo extraordinary an inſtance of piety, 
pardoned the father, and left his daughter in 
her freedom (Churchill's collect. vol. i. p. 
164.). And this was the more remarkable, 
inaſmuch as daughters are little regarded by 
the Chineſe, and often expoſcd. 

There is one inſtance of filial obedience 
in the Scriptures, and of the great regard 
which Gop hath to it, both of a very extra- 
ordinary nature. Jonadab, the ſon of Re- 
chab, had laid his commands upon his ſons, 
that neither they, nor their deſcendants, 
ſnould drink wine, or build houſes, or till 
the earth for ever; but that they ſhould lead 


a 


paſtoral Ife, and dwelt in tents.— IW 
command of their father, both they and their 
children o celigionſly' obeyed, for many ge- 
nerations, that, in the days of Jehoiabin, 
the ſon of Foftah, they gave a public proof 
of their piery to their parent in the temple, 
and in the preſence of the Prophet, as you 
may read in the xxxvth chapter of the pro- 
phecy of the Prophet Jeremiah, the 1ſt and 
the following verſes. And although theſe 
commands of their father 70#ad46 ad no 
ſtriet claim to their obedience, either from 
the law of nature, or the law of Go p, but 
might well enough be diſpenſed with con- 
ſiſtently with both; yet Gop (to ſhew the 
regard he hath for piety to parents) was gta 
ciouſly pleaſed to reward their obedienee 
in a very extraordinary manner; as you may 
read in the forecited chapter, at the 18 and 
19 verſes. And Feremiah ſaid unto the houſe | 
of the Rechabites, Thus faith the Lord of 

hoſts, the God of Iſrael; Becauſe you have 
obeyed the voice of Jonadab your father, 
and kept all his precepts, and done according 
to all that he hath commanded you; there- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord of hofts, the < 
r 7 5 0 
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of- Neri Jonadab, the ſom of Raaba, 
ſtall not wum @ man to OR er 
eber. n 


And thus E have: gone aueh de feral 


parts of the. child's duty to his parents, and 
have ſhewn you the great regard that Al. 
mighty - GoD' beareth to filial piety I 
have ſhewn, that you are to honour your 
parents in words and actions, with expreſſions 
of reſpect and reverence, and with a modeſt 
and ſubmiſſive behaviour, with a dutiful 
| obcdience to all their lawful commands, and 
a a grateful retribution of all the bleffings 


and benefits you have received from them: 


Remember the bleſſing of long life pro- 
miſed by Gov to your Obeckenee; and aſſure 


yourſelves, that bleſſing, well uſed, will 


end in the bleſſing of life everlaſting. On 
the other hand, remember the dreadful im- 
precations pronounced upon neglect, and 
impiety, and diſobedience to parents — 
Remember whoſe eye it is that the ravens of 
the valley ſhall eat, and whoſe light it is that 
ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs — in 
obſcure darkneſs in this world, and cternal 
darkneſs in the next; even his, that curſeth 

5 His 
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his father, or his mother; and his, hat 
mocleth at his father, and defpiſeth to obey 
his mother. Nor are theſe curſes due, only 
to him that inſults and abuſes his parents, 
but alſo to him that ſlights and neglects them; 
for ſo. we read, Deut. xxvii. 16, Curſed is he 
that ſetteth light by his father or his no. 
ther. And all the people ſpall ſay, Amen. But 

if all this cannot move you, if you have no 
compaſſion for your own. immortal ſouls, 
have ſome pity upon your afflicted and aged 
parents LI * ſpeak this to an audience, 
which I hope is, I am ſure ought to be, more 
ſenſible in this point, than any other of a 
different condition in the whole world J. 
My own experience [in this place ] hath 
fully informed me, of the infinite, the un- 
ſpeakable concern of parents, for the well- 
being of their children, and their much 
more unſpeakable ſorrow and afflition-for 
their miſcarriage, I have ſeen ſuch joy riſing 
in the eyes of a happy parent, upon the re- 
ceiving a glad account of his ſon's conduct, 
as hath infuſed new tranſport into my own 


* When preached in the College. 
heart; 


22 
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heart; and, on the other hand; I have ſeen 
ſuch diſtrated looks, ſuch fixed diſtreſs, ſuch 
tears of anguiſh, from the eyes of unhappy 
parents, as have pierced my heart. — If your 
parents grief make this impreſſion upon the 
\ breaſts of ſtrangers, can you be inſenſible of 
it? Is there in nature a greater inſtance of 
cruelty, than to give calamity and affliction, 
where we owe joy and tranſport, and where 
we could pay it with double happineſs to 
| WH ourſelves? Was ever any inſtance of bar- 
Wl batity deviſed, like that of making thoſe 
5 inexpreſſibly miſerable, who have made it 
a the buſineſs of their lives to make us eter- 
nally happy? Murder is, in every inſtance, 
and under the moſt alleviating circumſtances | 
of paſſion and provocation, a moſt heinous 
£ and deteſtable ſin ; but, ſurely, the bringing 
down a parent's grey hairs with ſorrow to 
the grave, is murder in its dreadfulleſt ſhape! 
| have often pitied the condition of execu- 
tioners, who were forced, from the miſery 
of their circumſtances, to inflict the neceſ- 
q fary ſeverities of the law upon the baſeſt of 
mankind, — 1 ſhould die to think of pu- 
aiſhing my own parent, although he were 
a 
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a malefactor; chut: to puniſh an innacent and 
a good man, to puniſh an innocent and a 
good woman, my tender parent, and my 
-beſt friend, and that too With ſuch anguiſh 
as: is not in the power of tyranny — 50 
Gp deliver all that fear Thee from 10 
| exquiſite a calamity! - SINGER li 519857 f. 
If any of you, that ee You hee 
guilty of this ſin, make haſte to repent of 
it ; for, ſurely, judgment is gone out againſt 
it, and nothing leſs than a thorough repent- 
ance, the repentance of your whole lives, 
can arreſt the vengeance due to it. If any 
of you are in a courſe of vice or idleneſs, 
or in any purpoſe of diſobedience or dif- 
pleaſure to your parents, let this ſingle 
conſideration ſtop you ſhort — Will you 
indulge your own idle purpoſes, or vicious 
pleaſures, or obſtinate perverſeneſs, at the 
oxpence of your parents happineſs? Will 
you live idle and wanton, to make them 
labour under affliction and forrow all their 
days? Will you add murder to iniquity ? 
—— It vice were attended with no other 
evil; if neither poverty, nor diſeaſe, nor 
intamy, waited upon it; if there were no 
ſuch 
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ſuch thing as a heaven or hell hereafter; 
if neither death nor damnation purſued it; ; 
the ſingle conſideration of miſery to your 
diſtreſſed, afflicted parents, ſhould make 
you dread it in every inſtance, and ſhun it 


in every ſhape. — Which that we may all 
do, Oc. 


ben Ja. OY 
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Servants; be obedient to them has are 
your maſters according to the fleſh, with 


| fear and trembling, in fingleneſs of; Jour 
heart, as unto Chrift : 


Nt of with eye: ſer vice, as men-ple eaſirs, 3 but 
as the ſervants of- Chriſt, wah the ad 
of God from the r 

th good will doing ſervice. as 0 the 
Lord, and nat to men: 

Knowimg, that whatſoever good chiw ys 
man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 

the Lord a n he be n or free. 


Ervicde * to * For originally 
founded in the natural inequality in the 
abilities of men: for, as ſome men, from the 
advantage of greater prudence and more ex- 
tenſiye knowlege, are fitted to direct and 
preſide in the conduct of affairs; ſo others, 
for want of thoſe advantages, and through 

N — 
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a natural incapacity of providing and di. 
recting, were obliged to ſubmit themſelvez 
and their concerns to the guidance and 
diſcretion of other men. And as this dif. 
ference of abilities occaſioned as. great 2 
difference in the poſſeſſions of men, upon 
the eſtabliſhment of property in the world, 
from hence alſo aroſe another. reaſon of ſer 
Yitude ; ;. foraſmuch as ſome men being in- 
tirely deſtitute of property, or at leaſt ſuch 
a portion of it as was ſufficient, for their 
ſupport, were forced to let themſellves out 
to hire, and give their labour in exchange 
for the neceſſaries of life. And as theſe com. 
pats were originally eſtabliſhed for life 
with a power of arbitrary correction and 
chaſtiſements in the maſter, even to maiming 
and death, the inſolence and cruelty" of in- 
human maſters, made the condition of 
ſervants a ſtate of unſpeakable miſery for 
many generations; and the natural conſe- 
quence from ſuch ill treatment and inhu | 
manity- in the maſters,” was idleneſs and 
neglect on the ſide of the ſervants, and an 
utter diſregard of their maſter's intereſt, 
whenever it was conſiſtent with their own 
ſalety, together with ſecret reſolutions of 


— revenge 
, | 
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revenge, upon the, firſt opportunity. And. 
hence ir is, that in all the antient comedies, 
which are the trueſt repreſentations, of life, 
the buſi neſs of the ſlave is, always to corrupt 
the ſon, and defraud the maſter: that is, to 
injure him in his two neareſt concerns ; not 
without violence to his perſon, whenever 
he can find any pretence for a diſguiſe to 
execute his vengeance with impunit . 
In this condition Chriſtianity found the 
vorld: and as it is the buſineſs of that ex- 
cellent inſtitution, to correct the errors of 
mankind, and improve their manners; to 
baniſh violence and villainy, and introduce 
peace and good-will in their ſtead; the 
vorld hath been gradually humanized and 
improved by it, as in every other inſtance, 
likewiſe in this of dominion and ſeryi- 
tude, That excellent Religion, which 
| teaches us, that Humility, and Mercy, and 
Love, are the diſtinguiſhing badges of our 
| chriſtian profeſſion, could not fail to teach 
us the duty of treating our fellow-crea- 
tures with gentleneſs and humanity ; and 
inſpire us with an utter abhorrence of that 
cruelty ro our chriſtian brethren, which 
vould ill become us to the beaſts that pe- 
N 2 ; Triſh; 


* 
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perpetual bereue, and the power of lik 
and limbs, were gradually related and taken 
away, and mankind reſtored to their tative 
and original freedom, and ſocial rigtits. And 
altho many of them carmot yet fubſſt out 
of a ſtate of ſervitude, yet are they under 
no neceſſity of continuing in it, for any 
longer term than they themſelves have con. 
ſented to; ſo that, if they cannot live in 
abſolute freedom, they have at leaſt, what 
is next to it; for to have it in our power to 
change our maſters after a determined time, 
and ceaſe to ſerve whenever the condition of 
our affairs will allow us, is in the next degree 
ro full liberty. In the mean time, the live | 
and limbs of ſervants are as well fecured to 
them, at leaſt in this part of the world, 
their maſters to them; and to deprive them 
of either, is, in the eye of the law, equally 
criminal. But then, on the other hand, that 
maſters ſhould not be put in a worſe condi: 
rion, by the diminution of their powers and 
prerogatives over their ſervants, the chriſtian 
religion hath now bound all that duty and 
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vhich before were -ouly: the effects of re- 


ſtraint and fear. Hence it is, that St. Paul, 
in the Words of my text, injoins, ſeryants to 
pay all Kind of obſervance to their maſters, 
from the motives of a good conſcience, and 
a ſenſe of duty towards Gop; aſſuring them, 
that an honeſt diſcharge of their duty in this 
point, is highly acceptable in the ſight of 
Cob, and will have its reward. Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your maſters 
according. to the fleſh, with fea and trem- 
bling, in ſingleneſs of your Barf, E ap 
Chrift : | 
Not with eye-ſervice z as. men-pleaſers, 
but as the ſervants of Chriſt, eng the 


vill of God from the heart: 


With good-will doing ſer vice, as to the 
Lord, and not to men; 

Knowing, that whatſoever _ thing 
any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

Now, the buſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be, 
from theſe words of the Apoſtle, to explain 
and enforce the Duty of Servants in all its 
parts; which I ſhall endeavour to do, in the 
proot and enforcement of the following pro- 
poſitions. | 

N 3 Firſt, 
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Fut, Servants are ow Au their Maſi 
And, 220213 459; bas ien 
- Secondly, They are to e faithful to 
them i e 
Fir, Tay, they are e Wa we 
Na this neceſſarily ariſes from the nature 
of ſervitude; for the very condition of that 
compact is, that one man ſhall ſubmit his 
will and actions to the diſcretion and direc- 
tion of another: and therefore a ſervant is 
ſuppoſed to have no will of his own, where 
his maſter is concerned; but to ſubmit him- 
ſelf intirely to the will of his maſter, and 
to obey all his lawful commands. 
By lawful commands are meant all ſuch as 
are not contrary to the laws of God, or the 
community: and the reaſon of this is evi- 
dent; becauſe all mankind are under prior 
obligations to Gop and ſociety; and there- 
fore all other engagements muſt yield to 
theſe: and whenever they happen to be 
inconſiſtent with them, they immediately 
ceaſe, and become null and void. Therc- 
fore, if your maſter ſhould command you to 
lye, or ſteal, to defame, or defraud, or com. 
mit any vice or villainy whatſoever, there 
you are abſolutely to diſobey him, becauſe 
|  Gop 
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Goo hath commanded you, not to do any - 
of theſe things '$ "and the Ap poſtles have 
taught us, that We. ought to obey ) Ci rather 
than men. But as long as the maſter's com- 
mands. are within the bounds of te religion,” 
and. the laws of the land, ſo far tlie ſervaut 
is obliged to ſubmit, and pay illtire 0 
dience to them. And this he i is to 40 with 
fear, and, chearfulneſs. 82 85 5 

Firſt, He is to obcy, with fear: 4 Gebe 
(ith: the Apoſtle) be obedient to them that 
are your maſters according to the fleſh, with 
fear and trembling. Now where men find 
themſelves obliged to a dutiful and conſci- 
entious Obedience, it is unavoidable but 
that they muſt be afraid of giving any of- 
fence, or provoking" to anger and refent- 
is a 3 reſtraint len the giddineſs and 
peryerſeneſs of our nature : it awakens all 
our caution and diligence, and makes us at- 
tentive and obſervant: it makes us careful 
to underſtand the directions of our ſuperiors; 
and diligent to execute them. And therefore 
we may "ths of it in this caſe, as Eliphaz docs 
to Fob, Is not this thy fear, thy confidence? 
The ſenſe of a proper awe upon our minds, 
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giyes us us F e . beſt alfurance of of our kati 4 


due regard t to the commands of oi” 1 
riors, and the diſcharge of our diity. Beſid& 
this, fearis the great principle of prudetice, 
as. well as, induſtry : : it awakens the abilities 
of the foul, ſets them to work upon ther 
proper, objects, and u urges them to their pro- do. 
per ends. Almoſt all knawlege as we Fas as 

diſcipline and virtue, are founded in ear. 
The fear of i be Lord, faith Solomon; is the 
begin ning . a good underſtanding 
have all they that do thereafter.. And 1 
the fear of the higheſt authority naturity 


leads Us, to. the Ee and moſt excellent 


78 4 


inferior gte of it, leads us to propor- 
tionable degrees of diſcretion and prudence, 
in the conduct of our lives. And therefore 
ſervants are to be awfull y . obſervant, and 
obedient to the commands of their maſtets, 
not only for conſcience ſake, but likewiſe 
on account of that improvement of theit 
own minds and manners, which ſuch a reve- 
rence and fear of authority will naturally 
inſpire. Bur, | 

Secondly, Servants are to obey with 


chearſul neſs: Y zh good: will doing ſervice, 
faith 


ger o. 1 their Maga. IL e db 


ith the Apeſtle: and therefore they are 
carefully e avoid all that ſullen and Girly: 


bchaviour -Which renders their perſons hate- 


ful, and their beſt ſervices' diſagreeable. A 

ſournefs and reſtiveneſs to tlie commands of 
ſuperiors, is a ſure indication of inherent 
pride, that diſdains ſubjection; and is much 
better fitted for inſolence in power, than 
obedience in ſubjection. And this ſpirit of 
inſolence is ſo frequently to be met with 
in ſervants, that a man who makes right 


reflections upon it, will find infinite reaſon 


to bleſs the good Providence of Almighty 


Gop, by whoſe wiſe appointment ſo many 


turbulent and malignant ſpirits were placed 
in a condition of the loweſt ſubjection; who 
had they been raiſed to dominion and rule, 
would have been the greateſt monſters of 
oppreſſion and tyranny that ever the world 
produced. Hiſtories of all ages are full of 
examples to this purpoſe: and that this is the 
ſenſe of mankind upon the point, may be 


collected from the proverbs of all nations, 


which have not failed to obſerve upon the 
remarkable inſolence of perſons raiſed from 
a low condition to any heights of fortune. 
_ this is ſo apparent in a thouſand in- 

ſtances, 
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Kances,; that (as Sylla is ſaid to have ſeen 
many Marius in Cæſar) ſome men of good 
underſtanding haye been confident, that they 
have obſcryed many Neros in a common 
footman, or day-labourer: and therefore 
| perſons of this character, inſtead of indulg- 

ing their innate pride, in inſolence and ſul · 
lenneſs to their ſuperiors, ſnould endeayour 
to the utmoſt of their power, to ſubdue it to 
the dictates of their duty; and remember, it 
was the great goodneſs of Almighty Gop, 
to place them in that low condition of 


would have leaſt room to exert itſelf, and 
where they have avoided much of that guilt 
and that puniſhment, which higher degrees 
of power and affluence would have de- 
volved upon them. And this motive to 
modeſty and ſubmiſſion in ſervants, will be 
much ſtrengthened, by conſidering, that ptide 
and ſtiffneſs will always expoſe them to ill 
treatment. A modeſt demeanour, joined to 
a readineſs to execute the maſter's commands, 
is ſuch an indication of a good mind and 
good will to their ſervice, as naturally wins 
their affection, and inclines them, in return, 


to do you all the good offices in their power, 
and 


y 
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and to 3 the yoke of ſervitude ſit as 
light and eaſy upon you as they can; whercas 
the contrary behaviour will. always excite 
them to ſuch degrees of rebuke and correc- 
tion, AS perhaps yau can very ill bear; and 
yet are obliged in conſcience to ſubmit to, 
whether they be juſt, or unjuſt. Servants, 
faith St. Peter in the iid chap. of his firſt 
epiſtle, at the 18th and following verſes — 
Servants, be ſubject to your maſters, with 
all fear, not ouly to the good and gentle, 
but alſo to the froward ; for this is thank- 
worthy, if à man for conſcience towards 
God endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully : for 
what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, you take it patiently ? But 
if when you. do well, and Suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently : this ig acceptable with 
God. From hence we learn, that ſervants 
are not only obliged to ſubmit to the juſt 
corrections of their maſters; but likewiſe to 
ſuch as are the effects of frowardneſs and ill 
temper. And as nothing is ſo apt to ſour 
the temper of the beſt maſters, as ſullenneſs 
and inſolence in their ſervants; ſo nothing is 
more apt to bring unjuſt correction upon 
them, becauſe it makes cycry thing they do, 
diſagreeable, 
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diſagreeable, however right iti itlelf; ail 
urges the maſter 't6 lay hold o all oppor- 
tunities and ptetences, of ſubduing and 
mortifying that evif ſpirit, by tlie ſharpeſt 
and ſevereſt correction: whereas, on the 
other hand, humility and meekneſs haye the 
happieſt effects upon the diſpoſitions of all 
they deal with. They turn the edge of the 
ſharpeſt rage; they are like wool· ſacks to the 
fictceſt jnſtraments of war; their yielding 
ſoftneſs abates their violence, and fubdues 
their force. Meeknefs is, in this teſpect, like | 
charity; for as it bearerh all things, ſo like. 
wiſc doth it cover a multitude of fins. A ſoft 
anſwer (faith Solomon) turneth away wrath: 
but grievous words ſtir 1% anger. And 
again, By long forbearance is 4 prince per. 
ſuaded, and a ſoft tongue breaketh the bone. 
That is, Gentle and modeſt replies foften the 
moſt hardened and obſtinate diſpoſitions; and 
deſcend, as the P/almift expreſſes it, like oil 
into the bones, Modcfty and hamility arc 
as the grave ground in a picture, which ſets 
off the faireſt colours, and ſhews all the 
figures to greater advantage. Modeſty, in 
a ſervant, places all his actions in the beſt 
light; 3 and inclines the moſt froward and 

perveric 
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tics, aud Tan lr bes eee en 
their conduſt. 

But farther, — are not ak an ſab- 


| mit to the correction of their maſters, but 


they are to profit and become better by it: 
for amendment and reformation are the end 
of all correction: and therefore ſervants muſt 
not think they have done enough, when 
they have liſtened calmly to the maſter's 
rebuke, or ſubmitted patiently to his cha- 
ſtiſement; for all this is to no purpoſe, un- 
leſs they are amended by it. And there- 
fore they ate to obſerve, and reflect care- 
fully upon the reaſons and circumſtances of 
their miſcarriage and misbehaviour, when- 
ever they have committed a fault; and make 
ſcrious reſolutions of more care and better 
conduct another time. For example: This 
was the effect of floth and idleneſs: This, my 
conceit brought upon me. Had I liſtened to 
good advice, I might have avoided this miſ- 
chief; and ſo on. And foraſmuch as the 
buſineſs of moſt ſervants lies within a very 
narrow compaſs, the ſum of their employ- 
ment being a train of the very ſame low 
offices repeated every _ with very little 
n ; 
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variety; it is evident, that as there is but 


a very moderate degree of capacity required 
to enable them to know their duty; ſo like- 
wiſe as moderate a degree of care and dili- 
gence will enable them to diſcharge it as 
they ought : and therefore whatever excuſe 
there may be for the firſt committal of 


faults, there can be none for the frequent 


repetition of them, eſpecially after correction: 
for even brute beaſts will learn to ſhun thoſe 
actions that are attended with puniſhments, 
even againſt the inſtinct of nature. They 


will learn to fly from meats and drinks that 


are naturally very agreeable and deſirable to 


them; and therefore, for reaſonable crea 


tures to commit the ſame faults to which 
they can have no natural inſtin&, after fre- 
quent rebuke and correction, is in truth to 
become more than brutal; to act even below 
the beaſts that periſh. * And therefore it is 
no wonder, if the common end of ſuch in- 
corrigible creatures is utter ruin and deſtruc- 
tion. The maſter grows weary of correction, 
and lets them go their own way; and their 
own. way being the way of vice and villainy, 
leads directly to infamy and the gallows. 
And indeed, this is alſo God's way of dealing 

with 
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with incorrigible ö for whom the 
loveth, he chaſteneth; { 


i t when chaſtening 
hath no effect for their amendment, he de- 
livers them over to a reprobate ſenſGe. 

And thus much in proof and ory 
of the firſt propoſition I laid down; namely, 
That ſervants are to obey their maſters... | 

I come now. to the ſecond. propoſition. I 
propoſed to ſpeak to; and that was, That 
ſervants are to be faithful to their maſters. 

And this Faithfulneſs is of two ſorts: The 
rſt conſiſts in an honeſt diſcharge of duty 
to them, in every thing they employ. you 
about, to the beſt of your abilities, If in bo- 
dily labour, you are to labour in their ſervice, 
as far as your health and ſtrength will allow: 
if in the abilities of your mind, you are to 
ſerve them to the beſt of your underſtand- 
ing, without injuring their affairs by ſloth, 
or delay, or negligence: and this kind of 
fidelity is oppoſed to eye-ſervice. 

The next ſort of faithfulneſs conſiſts in 
being true and juſt to your maſters in every 
thing committed to your truſt : and this fide- 
lity is oppoſed to fraud and theft. 

Firſt, I ſay, you are to ſerve him with an 
honeſt diligence without idleneſs, neglect, 

| Or 
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vc per and this the Ay requires, 
when he injoins ſervants to be obedient to 
their maſters, not with eye-ſervice cas nun- 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chviſt, doing 
[the will of God from the heart; chat is, 
Vou are to employ yourſelves diligently in 
your maſtcr's ſervice, not barely whilſt his 
eye is upon you, and you are apprehenſive 
of being chaſtiſed for your idleneſs; but at 
all times, even when he is leaſt likely to 
ſee, or to puniſh your neglect. And this 
you are to do in diſcharge of a good con- 
ſcience, becauſe you are paid for it: your 
time and ſtrentgh are no longer your on, 
vhen you are hired; they are your maſter's, 

and to be employed in his ſervice; and con- 
ſegquently you cannot employ them as you 
pleaſe, but as he directs; nor can you mil- 
employ them, or with- hold them from him, 
without manifeſt fraud and injuſtice. Rob 
bing a man of the time he hath bought of 
you, is juſt as wicked as to rob him of 
his money, or his goods, or any other pur- 
chaſe he hath paid for. The injuſtice is ex- 
actly the ſame in both; and therefore the 
Apoſtle ſaith, you are to be obedzent to your 
maſters, not with eye-ſervice, as men piea- 


ſers; 
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fers, but at the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 


the Will of Go fromthe heart; ; that is, you 
ae to diſcharge the duties of 'yviir" ſervice 
out of a ſenſe of conſcience, in full aſſure- 
ance, that in ſo doing you do what GOD 
requires of you; for Go requires juſtiee in 
all your dealings, and will ſeverely*puniſh 


the neglect and violation of it: and there- 


fore, although your maſter doth not behold 
your idleneſs, Gop ſees it, and will require 
2 ſevere account of it; and you'can no 
mote eſcape his vengeance, than you can 
avoid his ſight : beſides, it has pleaſed Gor 
ſo to order the ſtate of things here below, 
that diligence and induſtry are the ſure way 
to health, and n and amen in "THE" 
world. 

— is able ner the beſt eonſti- 
tution of body and mind, that ever was 
framed ; and I myſelf have obſerved beggars, 
vho began in ſloth, end in real infirmities, 
and a ruined conſtitution. And it is noto- 
nous of numbers of people, that they loſe 
teir limbs for want of uſing them; whereas 
all the powers of ſoul and body are remark- 
ably improved by application and exerciſe. 
Melo, * had juſt ſtrength enough the firſt 
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day to lift a calf, by conſtant practice of 


lifting him every day, became at laſt to how 


ſtrength enough to lift him, even when he 
was grown up inte an Qx: and the greateſt 
prodigies of wiſdom and. ſcience that eye 
appeared in the world; had their beginning, 
in the fame low rudiments of knowiege with 
the reſt of mankind. Men are bern, in the 
general, nearly equal: inſtruction and in 
duſtry, culture and diligence, make the great 
diſtinctions between man and man. Indufiry 
is of ſo excellent à nature, that it vill 
ſcarcely ſuffer any bounds to be. ſet; to our 
improvement; nor is it poſſible to ſay, te 
what ſtrength of body and mind un wenried 
application will carry us at the laſt; and there · 
fore Solomon moſt excellently adviſes, hai. 
ever thine hand findeth to do, do it with 
all thy might. A motto, that oughs to be 
graved. in characters of gold, over the ſhops 
of all artiſts, as well as the eloſets of the ftv» 


dious. Solomon well knew the worth of 

_ diligence (and perhaps none but the wiſeſt 
man that ever lived, was acquainted with its 
full value); and therefore he is large in the 
praiſe of it, He becometh poor that dealeti 
<ith. a ſlack hand; but the hand of tht 
diligent 


4 
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diligent maleth rich. Again, The hand of 
the diligent ſpall hear rule ; but the ſlathful 
ſhall be under tribute. The: ſoul of the 
ſuggard defereth, and hath not Hung; but the 
foul of the diligent ſball be made fat. And 
again, Seeſt then. a man diligent in his 
buſmeſs ? he fhall ſtand before Kings; he ſball 
not fland before mean men. And therefore, 
if you will not be diligent and induſtrious 
for your maſters ſakes, be ſo at leaſt for your 
own, to acquire ſuch habits as will ſtrengthen 
your body and your mind, and raiſe you to 
credit and proſperity. in the world; and, what 
is more, will keep you out of idleneſs, the 
great parent of vice and wickedneſs of every 
kind, which will cloathe you with infamy 
and rags, and bring you to certain ruin at 
the laſt : will deſtroy you, body and ſoul. 

The laſt duty required of fervants, is Faith- 
fulneſs to their truſt; that is, an honeſt care 
and management of all goods and things 
committed to their charge, without fraud, 
or waſte. And this is of all others the higheſt 
and moſt important part of the ſervant s duty z 
beauſe his own conſcience and his maſter's 
intereſt are more nearly concerned in it than 
in any other: it being oftentimes in the 

O 2 power 


at 


e Dn 
4 
3 

2 — I DO OO 


ay 


—— — 2 
© * * * 7 


** 


N 
was 3 
. Tein DOT . * 
5 
- 


preg "— 
22 


Wer 1 54 4 4 
PPP 
. 


__— n 
ä — — — 2 nt, UF yr et, Ay - nm 
a, — . 2 - r 


. 
n 9 58 — * 


” \ 


1 


196 The Duty of Sxxvantrs Ser ro. 
power of a wicked ſervant by one hours 
wilful villainy in this point, to ruin the beſt 
maſter, and the wealthieſt man. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle, in the words: of my tent, 
injoins ſervants to be obedient to their ma- 
ſters, in /ingleneſs of heart; that is, with 
an honeſt and upright mind. And in chap. ii. 
of his epiſtle to Titus, ver. 9. he directs that 
Biſhop to exhort ſervants to be obedient to 
their maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all 
things; not anſwering again, nor purloin- 
ing; but ſhewing all good fidelity, And 
under this head of purloining, are to be re- 
duced all frauds of every kind, all bribes, all 
falſe weights and meaſures, by whieh the 
fervants arc profited, and the maſter is in- 
jured,; in ſhort, all poſſible, ways whereby 
ſervants are wont to make gain, or intereſt, 
or friendſhip for themſelves, to the loſs and 
damage of their maſters: for all theſe ways 
of gain are ' downright frauds and thefts, 
and are but the more criminal, as they arc 
contrived with more ſubtlety and ſecurity : 


_ nay, this ſort of cheating is much baſer and 


more villainous than common ſtealing; be- 

cauſe you do not only defraud your maſter, 

but you likewiſe break faith, - and betray 

a your 
2 
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your truſt at the ſame time: you add trea- 
chery to theft; and therefore this pn is 
doubly hateful to Gop and man. 2 
The other way of being unfaithful to your 
maſter, is by waſting his goods, although 
without profit to yourſelf, or ſuffering them 
to be imbezled by others: and this is in 
effect, and in the conſequences of it to your 
maſters, the very ſame with wilful fraud and 
theft. For what matters it to your maſter 
whether he is ruined by your fraud, or by 
your negligence? So that the breach of 
truſt in you, and the evil to your maſter, is 
exactly the ſame in both. He truſted you 
with his ſubſtance, and you have betrayed 
him to his damage; it may be, to his ruin. 
As the world is conſtituted, it is impoſ- 
ible to live or tranſact our affairs in life 
without confiding in ſomebody or other, 
upon a thouſand occaſions: and on whom 
can you depend with ſo much ſecurity, 28 
on him that eats of your bread, and is 
bound by all the ties of duty and conſci- 
ence, to be faithful to you? And what ad- 
vantage would it be to maſters, to be ſecure 
that their ſervants would not themſelves 
cheat them, if at the ſame time, through 
ä their 


e 
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their idleneſs or negligence, they! fuffer 


others to defraud them? And therefore, h 
that ſuffers his maſter to be injured through 
his fault, although without profit to himſelf 
betrays his truſt, and is as griminal in. the 
fight of Gon, as if he had injured him for 
his own gain; nay, rather, he is mare ctimi- 
nal; for he that injures his maſter for his 
own profit, hath ſome plea, fome prerence 
for his villainy, and ſome temptation to it; 
whereas he that injures him without any 
advantage to himſelf, hath no pretence, not 
ſo much as the excuſe of a temptation for his 
wickedneſs : and therefore ſuch a one takes 
to himſelf the moſt ſcandalous and deteſt 
able character in the world, that, of being 
wicked for wickedneſs fake. 

But there is one point wherein the fdeliy 
of ſervants is more eminently required, than 
in any other whatſoever; and yet where they 
are wont to abuſe and betray their truſt more 
than in any other; and that is, The care of 
their maſters children. 1 ſhall omit a thou- 


ſand inftances of miſconduct and ahuſe, and 


inſtance only in two. The firſt js that abo· 
minable cuſtom among ſervants, of teaching 


1 vice and vickedneßz, as the firl 
rud 
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radiments of knowlege. And this i is ſo no- 


torious, that, take any child you meet, and 


it is odds but the firſt ſentence ot word he 
learnt to ſpeak, was either an oath, or an ill 


name: and if fervants are taken to task for 
this villainy, they anſwer, There is no man- 
ner of harm in it, becauſe the poor child 
does not know what he ſays. Perhaps he 
does not; but yet it is more probable that he 
docs; for it is certain, that children often 
underſtand words even before they can ſpeak; 
them: and if they do ſpeak ſome ill wotds 
before they underſtand them, I dare fay, it 
vill not be your fault, if they continue long 
in that ignorance; for the ſame cortuption 
of mind that prompted you to teach them 
thoſe ill words, will alſo prompt you to 
make them underſtand what is meant by 
them, as ſoon as you can; and not only, 
underſtand, but practiſe too. Ne wicked 
creatures! little do ye conſi ider, that the 
impreſſions made upon children always, 
ink the deepeſt, and laſt the longeſt, and 
are hardly poſſible to be effaced from the 
mind. And therefore Solomon rightly ad- 


viſes, Train up a child in the Way he ſhould 


go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
O 4 from 
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from it. And the obſervation is full as true, 
Iam afraid, more ſo, if you train him uꝑ in 
the way he ſhould not go. Shame is the 
great guardian of youth, the great barrier that 
ſecures them from ſin and wickedneſs; and 
if that be carly taken away, a flood of vice 
will break in upon them like a torrent, and 
overwhelm the whole man. Alas! little do 
ve conſider what you will have to anſwer for 
at the great day of account, who in-return 
to all the care and kindneſs of a good maſter, 
have deſtroyed, perhaps his only child, and 
turned the innocence of an Angel into the 
guilt of a Devil. I would to Gop, that in 
order to deter ſervants from this abominable 
practice, there were laws. to make all crimes 
of this kind puniſhable by the moſt torment- 
ing death that ever was invented; and pet, 
when that was done, it would make but 
little atonement for thoſe infinitely greater 
torments of Hell, to which thoſe wretches 
had betrayed fo many helpleſs and innocent 
infants. | LS 

The ſecond inſtance 1 ſhall mention oof 
thc infidelity of ſervants to the children of 
their maſters, and too often to themſelyes 
is ; Flattery ; 3. a vice which is founded. in the 
l worſt 
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worſt corruption of a wicked heart; and is 
the greateſt deſtroyer of every virtue in the 
ſoul: it is a rank manure which raiſes no- 
thing but weeds in the beſt ſoils. Nor is 
this all; for as it raiſes and feeds the worſt 
weeds, it kills the beſt plants, and ſuffers 
nothing good and ſalutary to live near it. 
A flatterer always puts me in mind of thoſe 
filthy beaſts mentioned by many naturaliſts, 
whoſe way of deſtroy ing all that will end ure 

them, is by licking them to Wo 
And thus I have done with the. ſeyeral 
parts of the ſeryants duty: and the ſum of 
all that Gop requires of him, is this: Firſt, 
That he be obedient to all his maſter's juſt 
commands; that is, ſuch as are not contrary 
to the laws of Gop, or the laws of the land; 
but he is not to obey him in any thing that 
is evil: therefore he is not to ſwear, or lye, 
or defraud, or commit any ſort of vice or 
villainy i in obedience to, his maſter, becauſe 
Gop has forbidden him to do any of. theſe 
things; and he is to obey Gop rather than 
Secondly, He is to obey his maſter with 
Fear, And this will make him cautious and 
obſervant; 3 will check the natural pride and 
perverſc- 
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by 1 to diſctetion and prudenee; for 
All wiſdom, and all virtue, OI and b 


Founded in fear. 15 
Thirdly, He is to obey chearſully; with 
good: will doing ſervice; and therefore he 
is carefully to avoid all pride and inſolenece, 
all ſhort and ſullen anſwers. Theſe are the 
faults that make ſervants hateful, and render 
every thing they do, diſagreeable, and expoſe 
them to the wrath and yengeance of theit 
maſter; whereas modeſty and chearfulneſs 
recommend both themſelves and every thing 


they do; and place all their n in the 


beſt light. 

Fourthly, They are to ſubmit to the cot. 
rections of their maſters, whether juſt or 
unjuſt; and not only to ſubmit to them, but 
to amend by them# To be incorrigible even 
in neglect, (and much more in guilt) js4 
moſt ſhameful character, _ ſeldom ends 
but! in utter ruin, 

Fifthly, Servants ate to uſe! an onen di- 
ligence in the diſcharge of their duty; and 
tit, in oppoſition to "Hleneth and cyc-ſcr- 
vice: and this they are to do, firſt; for con- 
_ fctence-lake towards their matters, + becauſe 
| GoD 
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of human nature, and bring him | 
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Gov requires n. and, ſecondly, for 
their own fakes, becauſe diligence and ins 
duſtry are the ſure means to health, and 
credit, and proſperity in the world. 
true and juſt to their maſters, and faithful 
in the care and diſcharge of all truſt com : 
mitted to them (eſpecially the care of his 
children); and are neither to injure or de- 
fraud them themſelves, nor to ſuffer others 
to do ſo; becauſe all the injury you do 
your maſter, if it be for your own profie; 
is theft; and the worſt of all thefts, becauſe 
it is attended with treachery and breach of 
truſt ; and if it be without profit to yourſelf, 
the injury to your maſter, and the breach of 
truſt in you is ſtill the ſame; and you are ax 
the ſame time more inexcuſable, becauſe 
you commit wickedneſs for wickedneſs 
fake. 

And now, my brethren, when you have 
diſcharged all theſe parts of your duty, the 
next thing incumbent upon you as good 
Chriſtians, is to be content with that low 
condition of life, in which it has pleaſed 
Gor to place you: and you will be content, 
if you conſider, that GoD governs the world; 

and 


#3 1 
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: and that all lis appointment are the ap- 
pointments of the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of all 
beings. And therefore, whatever ſtate of 
life he aſſigns us, muſt be the very beſt that 
could be aſſigned us. Had you been placed 
in a higher ſtation, how can you tell what 
pride and inſolence, what vice and villainy 
you had been expoſed to, which might have 
ended in the deſtruction both of your body 
and ſoul? And therefore, inſtead of repine- 
ing at your condition, you are to bleſs Goy, 
 who'hath not led you into ſo great tempta- 
tions as wealth, and power, and grandeur 
are, but delivered you from evil. If you 
ſuffer from a ſevere maſter, conſider, that 
altho' you might not have deſerved chaſtiſc- 
ment at his hand, you have deſerved that 
and much more at the hand of Gop; and 


what is it to you, by what inſtrument it 


pleaſes Gop to execute his correction upon 
you? And this you know, that if, when. je 
do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it pa- 


tiently, this is acceptable with God. Con- 
ſider morcover, that although-your condition | 


is ſubject to many inconveniencies; yet in 
the midſt of theſe, it has one great and pe- 
culiar advantage; and that is, that you are 


freed | 


r aids. A « — AW « ,- | 


Ser. 10. 0 dhe Maier 205 
freed. by it from ſome, if 1 


ls... A 


| anxietics of life. For what is all that for 
; which the ſons' of men- toil and diſquiet ö 
themſelyes in this vale of miſery} but a little 
food and raiment, and a convenient ſhelter 
| from the weather? and two of theſe, the 
very worſt of you, have ready provided ta 
. your hands, at your maſters expence, -with- 
out any care or trouble of your on; arid 
many of you have all three. But what above 
„ = gives the great and diſtinguiſhing advan- 
b age to your condition, is this; that as you 
1 have leſs to be anxious for in this world, you 
1 have leſs to be anſwerable for in the next: 
at to you leſs is given, and of-youtleſs is te- 
1 quired. What are all the power, and wealth, 
at and dominion of this world, but ſo many 
1 great ſte wardſhips, of which the owners muſt 
it giye a ſevere account to their great Lord and 
my Maſter at the Laſt day? And what man in 
e us ſenſcs would wiſh to have a long and 
4. heavy account upon his hands, at the great 


day of judgment? Do but imagine a mighty 
potentate, ſummoned together with his 
meaneſt vaſſal, to the great tribunal of Gop; 
pe⸗ and the queſtion fairly put to him, What 
are haſt thou done with all that wealth and all 
cd | that 


tn. power. 1 a to thy = 
Give an account of thy flewardſbip. Alas 
Where is that mighty man upon carth, that 
could give clear and ſatisfactory anſwers to 
theſe queſtions? Who would have wealth, 
who would have power, who would have a 
great eſtate, who would have an empire, upon 
theſe terms? Whereas, when the poor ſer- 
vant is queſtioned, if he has been a good 
man, his accounts are ſhort, and his anſwen 
are eaſy ; Lord, I have ſerved Thee, and been 
faithful to my Maſter; I had but little, and 
1 did my diligence gladly, to give of that 
little. And the Lord ſhall anſwer, II. 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant : thou 
haſt been faithful in 4 few things; Twill 
make thee: ruler over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of 4 Lord. 


To which bleſſed Center Gop of his 
infinite mercy grant we may all be hap-- 
pily intitled, through the merits and 
mediation of Ixsus CHRIST. Amen. 
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SERMON XL 


| Epheſ: vi. 9 9. 


And ” PEN do the fam abe unto 
them, forbearing rhreatening : ' fnow- 
ing that your Mafter alſo is in Heaven, 


neither. is there, e of perſons 
with Him. 


B E Apolile W in the FS 
verſes, directed the duty of Seryants, 
and urged them to a conſcientious diſcharge 
of it, from a ſenſe of duty towards Gop, 
and the rewards that would await their fide- 
lity from his hand, «proceeds in this verſe to 
inſoin the Maſters to do the ſame by them: 
Now, by doing the ſame, is not meant doing 
the very ſame things, but doing the ſame 
teciprocal duties; that is, as ſervants axe to be 
faithful and juſt to their maſters, and to per- 
orm all parts of their- duty towards them, 
from 
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from a regard to conſcience, and the rewards 
of a future ſtate, ſo likewiſe are : maſters t to 
do the fame unto them; that is, to perform 
all the parts of their duty towards their ſer- 

! vants; from the ſame motives and principles, 
forbearing threatening ; or, rather, as the ori- 
ginal word ſignifies, remitting their threats ; 
that is, not always executing the harſh de- 
clarations. they have made, or reſolutions 
= they have.. taken up, againſt them, but re- 
fraining and receding from the ſevere ſen- 

IN 

tences they have denounced in their wrath, 
remembering, that they alſo have 4 Maſter in 
Heaven, whoſe will they alſo violate; and 
whoſe commands they diſobey; and yet, 
ſhould he execute his juſt vengeance upon 
their tranſgreſſions, fhould he be extreme to 
mark what 159 done amiſs, "who e abide 
it 2 2 310 | 
lm the pad chus explained, thebuſines 
of this diſcourſe ſhall be, to lay down the duty 
of maſters to their ſervants in all its parts; and 
this I ſhall cndeavour to do in the explanation 

and proof of the man nn I 


o 


Firſt, Maſters are to do Juſtice. to their! 
ſervants. 


4 
- BY. 


Secondly; 


nf 
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Secondly, They are to corred them in 


their faults. W a N 
Thirdly, They at are to ſet them good ex- 
ample. 


Fourthly, They are to allow "un means 
of inſtruction in their duty towards 
| Gop, and leiſure to perform their duty. 
And, laſtly, . are to encourage them 
in well-doing. | 
Firſt, I ſay, maſters are to do juſtice to 
their ſervants; and this juſtice conſiſts in two 
points: firſt, In not exacting immoderate 
and unreaſonable labour at their hands: and, 
ſecondly, In an ont payment of ne 
Wages. 

Firſt, You are to apud no more than an 
equal and moderate portion of labour from 
jour ſervants, unlike thoſe cruel Egyptian 
tak-maſters, who, as the text expreſſes it, 
made the children of Iſrael to ſerve with 
rigour, and made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage ; and, at laſt, proceeded to that ex- 
tremity of cruelty againſt them, that they 
cated the ſame hard meaſure of work from 
them, without allowing them the materials 
neceſſary to the performance of it. Ze ſhall 
o more give the people ftraw to make brick : 

P let 
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let them go and gather ſtraw for themſelves, 
and the tale of the bricks which they did 
make heretofore, you ſpall lay upon - ng 


you ſhall not diminiſh ought thereof; for they 


be idle. — For they be idle; the common cry 
of all cruel and unmerciful maſters, at the 
ſame time that their poor vaſſals are labouring 
out their lives in their drudgery. A righteous 
man (faith Solomon) regardeth the life of 
his beaft ; but the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruel, A man that hath. any de- 
gree of goodneſs or humanity, hath com- 
paſſion for the beaſts that periſn; and, altho 


they were made for his uſe, cannot bear to 


ſee them labour out their lives in pain and 
miſery: much leſs can he bear to behold 


his own fellow- creatures, who were made 
in the image of Gop, and are, by nature, 


his own equals; much leſs can he behold 
them panting and toiling to death in his own 


ſervice; much leſs can he haften their death, 


and make their /zves bitter with hard bond. 


age. This is the conduct of the righteous; 
but the tender mercies of the wicked art 


cruel. And, indeed, there cannot poſlibly 


be a ſurer indication of abandoned cot- | 


ruption, of a diſpoſition depraved to the 
FFC 
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laſt degree, than an hardened cruelty to thoſe 
that are under our power; for he that has 
put off mercy,” the nobleſt, the lovelieſt 
likeneſs of Almighty Gop here below, muſt, 
of neceſſity, put off all virtue, and all good- 
neſs, along with it. But, let ſuch wretched 
creatures remember, that there is a Gop, 
who heareth the voice of the poor, and the 
oppreſſed, when they cry unto him, as he did 
the diſtreſſed 1/rae/ztes, when they groaned 
beneath their bondage; there is a Gop that 
will viſit their cruelty, as he did the cruelty 
of thoſe mercileſs task- maſters, with ſignal 
judgments, and ſevere vengeance, 

I know it is a received opinion, among 
many ignorant creatures, who are doomed 
to ſlavery, that they are never to ceaſe from 
their toil, in the preſence of their maſters, 
This my own experience has led me to ob. 
ſerve; and, therefore, it is the duty of all 
maſters, in that caſe, to let them know, that 
they do not expe& inceſſant labour from 
them ; foraſmuch as no conſtitution can 
bear it: and if, at any time, the neceſlity 
of their affairs requires uncommon labour 
and application at the hands of their ſervants, 


it is their duty to deviſe, to contrive, all poſ- 
P 2 ſible 
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ſible relief and refreſhment for them under 
it, as well as to allow them double relaxation 


after it. Go p knows; a ſtate of ſervitude. 


is a ſtate wretched enough, in its beſt cir- 
cumſtances; and, therefore, a good man 
ſhould endeavour to lighten the burden, and, 
inſtead of adding to the calamities 'of life, 
ſhould make it his ſtudy, by all poſſible me- 
thods, to eaſe and relieve them, t to the urmoſt 
of his power. 

The next point of juſtice that we owe to 
ſervants, i is, to pay them their wages honeſtly, 
And, if juſtice be rightly defined, 4 vir. 
tue that gives every one what of right be. 
tongs to him, the virtue is never more itſelf, 
is never practiſed in greater perfection, than 
when it is employed in payments of this 
kind; for, if the price of ſervitude be not 
a right, what is? If a man hath not a ju 
claim to what he has earned by the ſweat of 
his brow, there is no ſuch thing as a juſt 
claim in the world. And yet it is but too 


notorious, that many men are ſo regardleſs 
of juſtice, as well as humanity, in this point, 


that they do not ſcruple, firſt, to ſcrew down 
their ſervants wages to a poor pittance, and 
then defraud chem of that pittance. Little 
regarding 


1 


- 
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a the ſolemn pombe TY Go to 
the contrary, and the juſt judgments he has 
denounced againſt this cruel injuſtice. The 
wages of him that is hired, ſaith Moſes, 
(Levit. xix. 13.) ſhall not abide with. thee 
all night until the morning. And again, in 
the xxivth ch. of Deut. 14th ver. Thou ſhalt. 
not oppreſ3 an hired ſervant, that is poor and 
needy.; at his day thou ſhalt give him his 
tire; neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it, 
leſt he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and 
it be a ſin unto thee, Here we ſee, that we 
ſhould be ſo far from defrauding our ſervants 
of their hire, that we are not to with-hold 
the payment of it, even for one day; for, as 
the text ſaith, He is poor, and ſetteth his 
heart upon it. We cannot tell how ſtrongly 
his neceſſities may call for it that moment; 


or, can we tell, how much he may ſuffer for 


want of it: it is a trifle to us; but it is his 
all, it is the price of many long and anxious 
hours; and, therefore, he ſetteth his heart 
upon it. It is like Jacob's purchaſe of Ra. 
chel, dearly earned, and dearly loved; it is 
a happineſs that cometh but ſeldom, and, 
therefore, it is inhuman to delay it, and 
much more to rob and defraud him intirely 
1 of 
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of it. A maſter, that had any humanity; would 
take delight to make his poor ſervant happy, 

as ſoon, and as often as he could: and would 
regard the robbing the labourer of his hire, 


in the world. But this is not all; wech 
preſſing the labourer in his hire, however 
this be done, whether by defrauding him, or 
delaying payment, or ſcrewing him down 
to ſuch a miſerable price as will not afford 
him the common comforts of life, or paying 


him in goods, which he muſt ſell at half | 


value; all theſe, the laſt of theſe eſpecially, 
is a crying ſin, and one of the cruelleſt op- 
preſſions that ever was heard of; and, there- 
fore, it is no wonder, if Gop, by the mouth | 
of his Prophet Malachi, denounces a ſpeedy | 
vengeance againſt ſo much cruelty: And! 
will come near to you to judgment, ſaith the | 
Lord (Mal. iii. 5.); and I will be a ſwift | 
witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and againſt | 
the adulterers, and againſt falſe ſwearers, 
and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in 
his wages. And, certainly, if we had but | 
a moderate degree of good-nature, joined 
to common honeſty, we ſhould be ſo far 
from oppreſſing the hireling, by diminiſh- 
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ing his juſt demands, that we ſhould 
rather add to them; we ſhould take delight 
to ſee our poor dependents thrive and proſper; 
and become happy under us. For, ſurely, the 
moſt glorious power and uſe of wealth is, to 
diffuſe joy, and health, and happineſs, where. 
ever we come. That noble emblem of Ne. 
tuchadnezzar, - (Dan. iv.) ſhould; in ſome; 
meaſure, be that of every man of power 
and wealth in the world. A flouriſhing for- 
tune ſhould, in this reſpect, reſemble a flou- 
riſhing well grown tree; 4s it grows great 
and firong, as the leaves thereof are fair, 
ſo ſhould the fruit thereof be much; and it 
ſhould be meat for many ; theſe are its nobleſt 
uſes, to relieve and ta refreſh, to protect from 
ſtorm and tempeſt, and project a ſalutary 
ſhade and ſhelter all around it. And yet ſome 
of the great trees of our carth are, in the 
very reverſe of this character, of ſo malig. 
nant an influence, that they keep down and 
kill all that come under them; and, for that 
reaſon, ſhould, like the fruitleſs tree in the 
goſpel, be cut down; Why cumbereth it the 
ground? And, indeed, it may but too truly: 
be ſaid of them, not only, Why cumbercth, 
but alſo, Why curſeth it the ground? And, 
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no doubt, in the juſt udgments of Almighty | 
God, they are oftentimes not only cut down 


for that reaſon, but alſo caſt: into the fire. 
The ſecond duty maſters owe their ſer 
vants is, to correct them in their faults; and 
this they are to do, not in ſuch violence; and 
heat of paſſion, as may overſet their reaſon, 
and carry their correction to exceſs; nor yet 
with ſuch a Stoic calmneſs, as might make it 


be miſtaken for deliberate cruelty, but with 


a temperate degree of juſt and reſonable re- 
ſentment, and ſuch as may: convince: their 
ſervants of the evil and error of their con- 
duct. For ſervants are at all times apt enough 
to imagine, their maſters only correct them 
to gratify their own ill- nature, or ill: humour 
without any regard to their amendment; 
and, therefore, ſome pains ſhould be raken 
to remove this prejudice, and to fatisfy our 
ſervants, that our reproofs are meant for their 
good, and that we take much more pleaſure 
in ſecing them do their duty as they ought, 
than in puniſhing them for the neglect of it. 
And this will make the duty of ſervants to 
their maſters, like the duty of mankind to 


Almighty Gop, at once an happy and a rea- 


ſonable ſervice. But, if this will not do, as, 
5 God 
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GoD knows, many of them are inſenſtble 
to all rational methods of convictiön, 
then ſharper and ſeverer methods are to Ve 
made uſe of: and, indeed, "ſome ſervants 
are of ſuch rough and int ractable di iſpoſttions, 


not to be ſubdued other wiſe than as We are 
told a great captain ſubdued rocks, by fire 
and vinegar. But, although ſeverity be ne- 
ceſſary ſometimes, care ſhould be taken never 
to uſe it, but when it is neceſſary; and, 
therefore, that teizing vexatious humour of 
ſome maſters is carefully to be avoided, that 
dwells eternally upon a fault, and delights 
in perpetual taunts and inſults, upon the 
conduct and character of ſuch as are in ſub- 
jection to them. This, as it is hateful and 
inhuman, ſo likewiſe it is a ſervile diſpo- 
ſition, and is a ſure argument of an abject 
mean mind. 
But to proceed. 5 
The point where ſervants have moſt need 
of correction and admonition, and yet meet 
with leaſt of it, is, in relation to their duty 
to Gop. Men are apt enough to chaſtiſe 
neglect and error in the conduct of their 
ſervants, as far as it regards their own con- 
cerns; 


ſo haughty, and ſo hardened, that they are . 
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cerns; but the concerns of Almighty Gon; 
the intereſt of religion and virtue, is of leſs 
moment with them. And yet, in reality, the 
diſhonour done to Almighty Go,” and the 
eternal ruin of the meaneſt mortal; conſe- 
quent to that diſhonour, are, in themſelves, 
of .infinitely more importance, than all the 
concerns of this world put together. Will 
any loſs of this world bear any compariſon 
with the loſs of an immortal ſoul ! or any 
mortal gain weigh againſt that of ſaving a 
ſoul alive! And, therefore, when maſters are 
immediately on fire for every tranſgreſſion 


and neglect of their own will and pleaſure, 


and, at the ſame time, cold and unmoved 
at the greateſt enormities againſt the righteous 
and uncrring Will of God; it is a ſure ſign, 
that they have great regard to their own in- 
tereſt, and very little for the glory of Gop, 


and the ſalvation of ſouls. And, indeed, 


this is the great and crying complaint in the 
conduct of maſters! their utter diſregard of 


the religion and virtue of their ſervants! 


And, to this lamentable negle&, ſo extenſive 
and univerſal, is owing the preſent general 
corruption among the lower part of man- 


kind, It is notorious, that ſervants are, at 
this 
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ms day, the moſt abandoned and profligate 
part of the creation; and, when theſe marry, 
or, which is much more frequent, become 
parents by their crimes, their Wretched iſſue 
ate brought up without any ſenſe of con- 
ſcience, or fear of Go p; for how ſhould 
they inſpire any ſenſe of religion into their 
children, who are utterly void of it them: 
ſelyes? And thus the lower part of mankind 
go on from ignorance to iniquity, and are, 
at this moment, arrived to ſuch an unſpeak- 
able degree of corruption, as is amazing to 
behold, and dreadful to think of! ſuch as 
were ſufficient to draw down Go D's heavieſt 
judgments upon the land: ſo that we may 
cry out againſt this nation, as 1/a;zah does 
againſt the es, in the 1ſt ch. of his pro- 
phecy, Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with 
miquity, a ſeed of evit-doers, children that 


8 are corrupters ! They have provoked the Holy 
: One of Iſrael unto anger ; they are gone away 
f hackward. And to what is all this abomi- 


nation, all this dreadful maſs of iniquity, ſo 
juſtly to be aſcribed, as to the neglect of 
maſters? their conniving at the profaneneſs 
and irreligion of their ſervants, and intirely 
neglecting, either to exhort them to virtue 
0 and 
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and goodneſs; or to oblige them to 4 Con 
ſcant attendance upon the ſerviee of Go 
And; ſurely, maſters of families would never 
be ſo careleſs in an affair of this conſequence, 
did they conſider what a ſevere account they 
ſhall give of this conduct at tlie laſt,” All 
maſters of families are governors and irulers 
in their own houſes; and it is the duty of 
rulers to watch over the conduct of all per- 
ſons under their care, eſpecially thoſe parts 
of it that are of the laſt conſequence to 
them; and, therefore, as all rulers ſhould 
be the miniſters of Go p for good, ſo ſhould 
they likewiſe be 4 terror to evil works. That 
this was David's ſenſe of the matter, appears 
from the ci. P/al. where he ſolemnly | 
profeſſes, that he will employ none but the 
righteous in his ſervice, and will not allow 
any wicked perſons to be parts of his family. 
He that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall i 
ſerve me. He that worketh deceit, ſhall not | 
dwell within my houſe. He that telleth les, | 
fhall not tarry in my ſight. And, as this is 

the duty of all maſters, as much as it was 
Davids, ſo likewiſe is it no leſs their in- 


tereſt; and this upon two accounts: firſt, 
With 
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With 1080 to their children; and, ſecondly, ; 


With regard to their fortune. 

Firſt, With regard to their children: : 45 
as few parents have leiſure, or are able 
wholly to take care of their children them- 
ſelves, there is often a neceſſity of commit- 
ting them to the care of ſetvants; and it is 
certain, that, according as thoſe ſervants are, 
either wicked, or well inclined, the child is 
early initiated, either in the ways of virtue, 
or in the ways of vice; and, as earlier habits 
laſt longer, and are harder to be defaced, if 
parents have any regard, either to the hap- 
pineſs of their children in this world, or 
their ſalvation in the next, nothing ought to 
be of nearer concern to them, than to com- 
mit them to the care of virtuous and reli- 
gious ſervants in their tender years. 

As to the other point, ſurely nothing can 
be more the intereſt of all maſters of families, 
than that all their ſervants ſnould make a con- 
ſcience of their buſineſs, and ſhould perform 
all parts of their duty to them n ſingleneſs 
of heart, as unto Chriſt, And, therefore, 
the ſure way to make them good ſervants, 
Is to make them good men, and good Chri- 


lians; and the ſure way to make them good 
Chriſtians, 


222 The Duty of MasTirs Ser. T1. 
Chriſtians is, beſides what hath been already 
urged, to ſhew them good example, which 
Was the third thing I propoſed to'ſpeak to. 
Maſters ſhould fer their ſervants a good 
* Example ſways the whole world, 
and either ruins or reforms it, as it is good 
or evil; as kingdoms are influenced by the 
example of the prince, and armies by the 


example of their captains, and all focietics 
of men by ſuch as have authority over them; 


families naturally fall into the imitation of 


their fathers, and ſervants are led inſenſibly 


into the manners of their maſters. A good 


example is like a light ſet up on high, to 


guide mankind in the ways of ſalvation and 
truth; and, therefore, our bleſſed Saviour | 
commands his diſciples, and in them all 
Chriſtians, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, | 
that they may ſee your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father which is in Heaven. The 
light of a good life is, indeed, a ſilent, but | 
it is, at the ſame time, a ſtrong, a living, | 
and almoſt an irreſiſtible exhortation togood- | 
neſs ; its native beauty attracts the love and | 


admiration of all that behold it; and what 
men admire, they imitate; and if good ex- 


awple hath force enough to draw men to I 
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the imitation of it, alas! ill example hath 


yet a ſtronger. and mightier influence; it 


preyails even againſt. exhortation and in- 
ſtruction; and it is vain for an, ill man to 
exhort to virtue and goodneſs, as long as his 
practice contradicts his precepts; for it is 
much caſier to ruin by example, than to re- 
form by precept; as it is far caſier to pull 
down, than to build up; and, therefore, it 
is vain for a leud, a profane, an idle, and 
drunken maſter, to expect a modeſt, a ſober, 
an induſtrious, and a pious family. And, 
indeed, how can a wicked maſter ſo much 
as expect, that a ſervant ſhould be faithful to 
him, for the little pittance he receives from 
him, when he himſelf is ſo notoriouſly un- 
grateful and unfaithful to Gop, in return for 
all the bleſſings of life? If you expect your 
ſervants ſhould be honeſt and good men, let 
them ſee you go to church conſtantly, and 
behave yourſelves with becoming humility 


e 


{ce you act honeſtly and conſcientiouſly in all 
your dealings; let them not obſerve you ha- 
bitually careleſs to retire into your cloſet to 
your morning and evening devotions; or 
athex (not merely to inſiſt upon negative 


and devotion when you are there; let them 


goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, or ccaſing to de evil) let then | 
obſerve you religiouſly careful to call your 
whole family together, to join with you in 
the worſnhip of Go; let them never hear a 
looſe expreſſion, a raſh oath, or a profane 
zeſt; out of your mouths ; Let pour light ſo 


ſeine before them, that they may ſee your 

good works, and then will they be naturally | 
led to/glorify your Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And, ſurely, there cannot be a more 
lovely, there cannot be ſo lovely, ſo glorious 
an employment in life, as that of leading in 
the ways of ſalvation and truth, and con- 


ducting to eternal happineſs. Captain of 


our ſalvation, is the moſt glorious title that | 
ever was conferred even upon the Son of | 


Gop; and, if ſo, certainly the contrary to 


all this, the conducter to vice and villainy, 
the leader to death and deſtruction, is the 
dreadfulleſt employment, as well as the moſt 
hateful character, in life. 8 

But, fourthly, As maſters are to admoniſh 
ſervants in the ways of their duty, and to ſet 
them good example, ſo likewiſe are they to 
allow them means of inſtruction, and leiſure 
to perform their duty towards G oD. And 


this r be done at ſmall expence, both of 
| time 
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time and money, by allowing every member 
of your family a Bible, and Prayer-book, toge- 
ther with the Whole Duty of Man; and, if 
that be too great an expence, allowing one 
of cach to the family in common. And, as 
the rates of theſe excellent books are, by 
the pious charity of ſome good men, reduced 
very low, this is an expence that moſt fami- 
lies can well bear; or, if any are yet ſo poor, 
as not to be able to go to this ſmall expence, 
am ſatisfied, that, by a modeſt application 
to their pariſh miniſter, ſuch an invaluable 
treaſure might be eaſily obtained; and, 
when it is obtained, a very ſmall portion of 
leiſure, allowed to the ſervants, for reading 
and contemplation, at proper ſeaſons, will 
be ſufficient for their inſtruQion in that which 
ſhould be the great buſineſs of life, their duty 
both to Gop and man: And this may be 
done on holidays, and other ſeaſons of lei- 
ſure; or, if an hour or two were now-and- 
then allowed to ſeryants for this very purpoſe, 
3 an extraordinary reward of diligence, poſ- 
ſibly it might return to very good account. 
And, be aſſured, one hour, thus employed, 
will bring a bleſſing upon all the reſt. Or, if 
this be more than the neceſſary buſineſs of 
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your calling will allow, (as I am ſatisfied it 
is not) the Sabbath is the Lord's, let that, 


at leaſt, be allowed your ſervants, for their 


inſtruction in the ways of ſalvation and life; 
and let it not only be allowed, but ſee that 
it alſo be employed in hearing of ſermons, 
and attending upon the publick worſhip of 


« GoD: And, above all, take care they are 


not with-held from the ſervice of Ge OD, by 
being employed in the ſervice of your luxury, 
vices, and vanitics, as is too often the caſe 
of cooks and coachmen; and, if they are 
ſometimes with-held by the neceſlary duties 
of their place, be it your care to ſee thoſe 
omiſſions made up by a diligent attendance 
at other ſeaſons. 

The laſt duty of maſters is, to encourage 
their ſeryants in well-doing. 

Rewards and puniſhments are the great 
ſprings and wheels that ſet the whole world 
in motion; there is hardly any thing to be 
done in life, without the aid of one or both 
of theſe. And, foraſmuch as there is a pride 


in human nature, that often ſets itſelf againſt 
gorrection, and is reſtive to reproofs, but 


pliant and yielding to the leaſt expreſſions of 


kindneſs, it is frequently found, that applauſe 
and 
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and encouragement have more influence 
upon us, than correction and puniſhment, 
pride is like the ruſt that ſeizes and ſtiffens 
the ſpring of an engine, and checks its mo- 
tion, ſo that no force can ſet it to work; 
but kindneſs is like oil, which ſmooths and 
ſupples the machine, in ſuch a manner, that 
the parts move of themſelves. And this 
gentle method of dealing with our fellow- 
creatures is Gos own method of dealing 
with mankind ; who, we are aſſured, doth 
not afli&# willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men ; who delighteth not in the death of 
4 ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from 
his wickedneſs and live; and chuſes rather 
to lead us to repentance by his goodneſs, 
than to drive us to it by his wrath. And, 
as prudence and humanity prompt us to take 
this method of exciting our ſervants to duty, 
ſo juſtice and equity require, that when they 
have excelled in it, they ſhould be rewarded 
and encouraged to the utmoſt of our power; 
tor the ſame motives that excited them to 
excel, are the beſt engagements upon them 
to continue in well-doing. And, G0 D 
knows, when a ſervant is truly faithful and 
diligent in the diſcharge of his duty, all the 

Q 2 cencou- 
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encouragement in our power is juſtly due to 
him. And, to ſpeak reaſonably upon this 
head, when a man lays out his whole time 
and care in our ſervice, and makes it the 
ſtudy and buſineſs of his life to conſult our 
happineſs, and our intereſt, how can ſuch a 
ſervant be too much encouraged ? or, rather, 
how can he be rewarded enough? 

And yet, after all, I am ſenſible, there is 
one objection to this doctrine, which I don't 
well know how to get over; and that is, 

that the greater part of ſervants will not bear 
to be encouraged, but are wont to grow ſo 
inſolent, as ſoon as their maſters have ſhewn 
any uncommon regard to them, that- they 
immediately become - intolerable, not only 
to their fellow-ſcrvants, but even to their 
maſters themſelves ; for it is the nature of 
{crvile ſpirits, to be either low and creeping, 
to a fault; or imperious and proud, beyond 
bearing : and, in truth, I am at a loſs what 
to fay upon this head, or what method of 
conduct to preſcribe in relation to ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions as theſe, unleſs we imitate the conduct 
of Almighty Gop, who reſiſteth the proud, 
but grueth grace to the lowly. If ſervants 
always found that they conſtantly roſe in their 

maſter's 
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maſter's favour in proportion to their mo- 


deſty and humility, and, on the other hand, 


found, that every degree of pride threw them 


into as great a degree of diſgrace, this, joined 


to proper inſtruction and admonition, would 
probably have happy effects upon their diſpo- 
ſitions. But, in truth, the great evil, which 
is the foundation of all this pride and per- 
verſeneſs, is the want of a right ſenſe of 
religion and virtue. If they once knew, 
that humility would make them amiable in 
the ſight of Gop and man, and that pride 
would render them deteſtable to both, they 
would ſoon ſtudy to obtain the one, and to 
avoid the other; would earneſtly ſeek after 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which, in the ſight of God, is of great 


price; and, above all, they would remember 


thoſe two fine obſervations of Solomon, one 


in the xxixth ch. of his Prov. and the other 
in the xvi. ch. A mans pride ſhall bring him 
lou, but honour ſhall uphold the humble in 
ſpirit, Pride goeth before deſtruttion, and 
a haughty ſpirit before a fall. And theſe 
proverbs I would recommend to all ſervants 
to bear about them, like jewels of in- 
eſtimable value, and repeat them with their 


3 prayers, 
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prayers, as the ſureſt charms, not only to 
preſerve them in their places, but likewiſe 
keep them in favour both with 40 and 
man. - 

But . are two inſtances of encourage- 
ment, which Ihave not yet mentioned; and 


thoſe are, the regard that ſhould be had to 
the merits of a good ſervant in the laſt wills 
of the maſters, and when the ſervant is paſt 


his labour. 


As to the firſt of theſe : Foraſmuch as the 
ſmall pittance which is paid to ſervants under 
the name of wages, is, Gop knows, but a 
poor reward for fidelity and diligence ; it is 
the duty of a maſter to remember a good 
ſervant in his laſt will; to make the beſt pro- 
viſion he can for him, againſt that time when 
it will be no longer in his power, cither to 
reward his fidelity, or relieve his wants; and, 
therefore, I would have a dutiful and con- 
ſcientious ſervant always conſidered in the 
next degree to a dutiful child, and before a 
child that was undutiful, agreeably to the 
wiſe man's rule, xvii. Prov. 20. A wiſe ſer- 


vant ſhall bear rule over a ſon that cauſeth 


ſhame, and ſball have ne of the mnhe- 
ritance. 


As 


"CEA 
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As tothe FROG point; to wit, the regard 
duc to a ſervant when he is paſt his labour: 
think there cannot be a greater inſtance of 
cruelty and inhumanity, than to ſuffer an 
aged ſervant, who hath ſpent the vigour of 
his youth and health in our ſervice, to be 
reduced to miſery and want, when his in- 
firmities have diſabled him from further la- 
bour. Humanity would prompt us to take 
ſome care, even of a brute, in the fame 
circumſtances ; for a brute, that had laboured 
out his ſtrength in our ſervice, that he might 
not want paſture and ſhelter for the poor 
remains of his life: and, ſurely, much more 
ſhould it oblige us to take ſome care of our 
poor fellow-creatures, of an aged and a faith- 
ful ſervant, in the decline of life. Methinks 
[hear the old ſervant crying out to his maſter 
in this condition, as David doth to his Gop, 
in the Ixxiſt P/a/. Caſt me not away in the 
time of age ; ; forſake 1 me not when my ſtrength 
faileth me. 

The caſes of ſickneſs, or 9 loſs of 
limbs, in our ſervice, which diſable from la- 
bour, fall alſo under this head, and are rather 
more calamitous than the caſe of old age, 
and, conſequently, call at leaſt for equal 


Q 4 com- 
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compaſſion and humanity at our hands; and, 


therefore, the cruelty of thoſe maſters is 


neyer to be forgiven, who make the miſery 
and misfortunes of their ſervants, reaſons 
for caſting them off. With what face can ſuch 
creatures cry out to GoD in their own cala- 
mity, as David doth in his diſtreſs, Turn 
thee unto me, and have mercy upon me, far 
T am deſolate, and in miſery ? O go not far 
From me; for trouble is hard at hand, and 
there is none to help me. Therefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ye merciful, as your Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven, is merciful, and 
fail not to ſhew all the pity and compaſſion 
to your poor ſervants, which you yourſelves 
hope for, and will have need of, at the 
hand of Gop, your great Lord and Maſter. 
And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
branches of the duty of maſters to their ſer- 
vants ; and have ſhewed, I hope, to your 
ſatisfaction, Firſt, That you are to do ulticc 
to them in paying them their wages punQu- 
ally and honeſtly, and not laying more la- 
bour upon them than they are able to bear. 
Secondly, That you are to correct them 
in their faults; and that in ſuch a manner, 
as is moſt likely to avail for their amendment, 
eſpecially 
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cſpecial ly ſuch faults as are committed againſt 
the law of Gop; ſuch as lying, ſwearing, 
profaneneſs, lewdneſs, and all vices and im- 
moralities whatſoever : and this you muſt 


do, as well for their ſalvation-ſake, as alſo 


to guard your children from the infection of 
their manners, who, if your ſervants are 
corrupt, will hardly being tainted by 
them. 

Thirdly, I ſhewed you, that you were 
obliged to ſet your ſervants good examples, 
by honeſty and conſcience in all your deal- 
ings, and by an exemplary life of piety and 
virtue, 

Fourthly, That you were to allow them 
proper means of inſtruction in their duty to 
Gop and man, the uſe of Bibles, and other 
books of deyotion, and a proper portion of 
time to peruſe them: the Sabbath, eſpecially 
{ct apart for this end, is not only freely to 
be allowed them, but care isto be taken that 
it be employed by them in hearing ſermons, 
and attending upon the public worſhip of 
GOD. 


And, in the laſt place, as you are to cor- 
rect your ſervants in vice and error, ſo are 
you to encourage them in well-doing3 to 

ſupport 
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ſupport them when they are paſt their labout, 
and make the beſt proviſion you can for 
them at your death. And the conſequence 
from all this will be, that your lives will be 
eaſier, and your buſineſs be infinitely better 


done, than otherwiſe they ever would, or | 


ever will be. 

And now, my brethren, if ye know all 
theſe parts of your duty, happy are Ye, if you 
do them. 


And, indeed, you ought to do 3 from 


the ſole motive mentioned in my text, know. 
ing, That ye alſo have a Maſter in Heaven, 
neither is there reſpect of perſons with hin. 


The little temporary diſtinctions of lord and 
maſter are calculated only for this world; 


for, in the world to come, all titles ſhall 
vaniſh, and all diſtinctions ceaſe, and a. 
kind ſhall be reduced to their original equa- 


lity : high and low, rich and poor, the | 


maſter and the ſervant, all ſhall be ſum- 
moned before the Great Tribunal of Gop; 
all ſhall appear alike, without precedence, 
and without diſtinction, other than what 
their merit ſhall give them in the ſight of | 
Gon ; with regard to every thing elſe, equal, 


as in the grave they roſe from. 
Good 
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Good G op! how ſtrangely, how intirely, 
and how ſadly, will the ſtate of things here 
below be reverſed and changed at the Great 
Day of account ! when the mighty men. of 
the earth ſhall be ſtript of all their orna- 
ments and honours, and the title of good 
and faithful ſervant, ſhall be the higheſt and 
nobleſt diſtinction! Then ſhall the ſons of 
vanity ſee themſelves reduced to a level with 
their meaneſt ſlaves; and not only fo, but 
ſhall ſee ſome of thoſe ſlaves placed high 
above them. How will their proud hearts 
be mortified, to behold thoſe poor wretches, 
wretches whom they would now ſcarce 
vouchſafe to look down upon, exalted to 
high degrees of honour and eminence, and 
themſelves reduced to the loweſt condition 
of miſery and contempt ! ſo low, that thoſe 
rery ſlaves ſhall pity them; ſo low, as, per- 
haps, to beg a ſmall charity from the meaneſt 
of their creatures; as the rich man in the 
Goſpel, who was cloathed in purple, and 
jared ſumptuouſly every day, was reduced to 
beg relicf by the hand of that wretched 
creature, whoſe ſores the dog licked at his 
gate; to beg, that Abraham would ſend 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in cold 


walter, 
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Water, to cool his tongue. How many haughty 

maſters will be reduced to the like ſad eſtate 
at the Laſt Day 3 3 ſuing to their ſlaves, and 
ſuing, as he did, to be denied; and receive. 
ing, end of relief, the ſame ſevere return, 
Thou, in thy life-time, receivedſt thy good 
things, and this, thy ſlave, evil things, at 
thy hands; but mow he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented! 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, let your | 
loins be girded about, and your lights burn. 
ing, and ye yourſelves like unto men, that | 
wait for their lord. Oh, ſet not your hearts 
upon the little temporary diſtinctions of lord 
and maſter, but remember that your Maſter } 
is alſo in Heaven, neither is there reſpect of 
perſons with him. Remember, that the | 
meaneſt ſlave upon earth is upon the ſame | 
foot of natural equality, and of equal ac- | 
ceptance, in the ſight of Gop, witk the | 
mightieſt monarch. in the univerſe ; all 
equally the ſons of Gop, and heirs of eyer- J 
laſting falvation. What are all the wealth 
and power of this world, upon which we ſo 
vainly value ourſelves > What are they but 
great ſtewardſhips, of which the owners ſhall 
give a ſevere account at the Laſt Day? Whit | 

then 
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then is the great buſineſs of life, but to pro- 
vide, that we may behave ourſelves ſo in this 


nd account, that, at the laſt, we may be found 
ve- in the character of that faithful and wiſe 
n, ¶ ſeward in the Goſpel, whom his lord ſhall 


make ruler over his houſhold, to give them 
their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed 
is that ſervant whom his lord, when he 
cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. But, if that 
ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, My lord delay- 
th his coming, and ſhall begin to beat his 
fellow ſervants, and to eat and drink, and 
be drunken, the lord of that ſervant ſhall 


Id come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
er and at an hour when he is not aware; and 
07 Wi full cut him aſunder, and appoint him his 
the 


tortion with the unbelievers, 
From which dreadful and intolerable 


boom, Gop, of his great mercy, deliver all 
nc UF that hear me; through the merits and medi- 
al WF non of Ixsus ChRISTr, our only SAVIOUR. 
er. Amen. 
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SERMON XII. 


Rox. XIII. Part of ver. 8. 
Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another. 


HE Apoſtle, having in the foregoing 
verſe injoined us to render to every 
one their dues Tribute to whom tribute, 


tom to whom cuſtom, honour to whom 


lonour; ſubjoins as an enforcement of the 


lame precept in other terms Ode no man 
amy thing. He firſt expreſſeth the precept 
poſitively ; Render to every one their dues ; 
ad then, to enforce it yet ſtronger, he varies 


is phraſe, and lays down the ſame precept 


; ſecond time, in negative terms Owe 70 


nan any thing——Owe no man any thing, 
but to love one another; i. e. diſcharge every 
engagement, every obligation you are under, 
to eyery man, in every relation of life: take 


are you OWE no man any thing but love 
and 
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and good-will ; for that is a debt, which, 
though you always pay, yet you will always 
owe; that is an obligation that never ends 
but with your life. 
The precept here delivered is general, and | 
extends to every inſtance of ſocial virtue: 
but the buſineſs of this diſcourſe ſhall be, to 
apply it to one particular duty, which is as 
little praQtiſed, and perhaps leſs taught, than | 
any other ; I mean the duty of paying debts: | 
a duty of as great conſequence to the well- 
being of ſociety, as any other whatſoever; | 
as comprehending under it one great and | 
important branch of commutative juſtice; | 
and yet as utterly and as openly diſregarded, 
as if neither the laws of Gop, nor Man, nor 
Nature, exacted it of us. And therefore, to 
awaken you into a right ſenſe of this duty, 
I ſhall conſider the evils that attend the ne- 
glect of it, both as they regard the Debtor, 
and as they regard the Creditor. 


And, firſt, wh regard to the Debtor— | | 


Nothing is more manifeſt than that carcleſ- | 

neſs in contracting debts, and negligence in 
diſcharging them, is one of the moſt un- 
happy tharafters in life, and ſuch as draws ö 
more evils after it, than can well be counted 


Ot ; 
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or conceived :: that ſpirit, as it is the effect, 
ſo it is the cauſe of extravagance. Money 
borrowed is ſo much clear gains to a thought- 
leſs mortal, that has nothing but the grati- 
fication of his pleaſures at heart; and with 
how much more eaſe, and leſs interruption, 
this may. be done, the better. The conſe- 
quences of ſuch a conduct, are refleAions 
which can only proceed from that wiſdom 
which they openly deſpiſe, or are utterly in- 
capable of. This, of neceſſity, gives them 
up a prey to the artifices of wily villains, 
thatlie in wait to deceive : for there are thoſe 
in the world whoſe whole buſineſs and pur- 
poſe of life is to watch and to feed the follies 
of ſuch extravagants: they give by ounces, 
that they may receive by pounds. They are 
in the condition of the husbandman, who 
commits his ſeed to the earth, in proſpect of 
a good harveſt, greater, or leſs, according to 
the richneſs of the ſoil. They well know, 
that the perſons they deal with, are bad 
computers, and worſe accountants; and 


therefore nothing is more eaſy than to im- 


pole upon them in the value of what they 
yend, or the quantity of what they receive. 
And if they ſhould at any time happen to 
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be reſtive, and ſuſpe& they are defrauded 
the men of the world know very well iow 
to bring them down again to their own 
terms: they manage them, as skilful war- 


riors ſubdue ſtrong towns; they ſtarve them 


into compliance: they know, it is but hold- 
ing their hand, and refuſing to feed their 
extravagance, to make them ſubſcribe to 
any conditions they think fit to impoſe. 


How far do theſe men outdo the folly of | 
Eſau? He fold his birth-right to gratify a I 
real and craving want, and yet he ſinned in 


ſelling it. But theſe men ſacrifice theirs to 


ſuch wants as are falſe and fantaſtic: to appe- | 
tites that will not be fatisfied, or at leafi 
ought not to be indulged : nay, they often- 
times ſacrifice their health, as well as their } 
inheritance, even to wantoneſs and fulneſs. 
The truth of it is, men of this character are, 
for the moſt part, 'in a worſe condition than | 
that of Solomon's horſe-leech, that hath two ; 
daughters, crying, Give, give. Wine and W 
women, play and pleaſure, are the daugh- I 
ters of the horſe-leech, leſs limited in their 
number, but not leſs craving, waſting, and 
inſatiable; and whoever ſuffers them to 
faſten on him, is effectually undone. If men 
ES contracted : 
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contracted debts for the neceſſaries of life, 
which they could no otherwiſe procure, 
they were excuſable; but to putchaſe need- 
leſs, nay perhaps pernicious: vanities, at the 
hazard of health, and fortune, and liberty; 
at the hazard of every thing that is good 
and valuable in life, is folly paft forgiveneſs! 
And yet, if it were only a folly, it might 
be borne with: but in truth, this habit of 
running thoughtleſly into debt, draws many 
other worſe habits after it: lying, ſwearing, 
cheating, and all kinds of vice and villainy, 
ac its ſure attendants; nay, ſometimes, even 
murder, and an open defiance of publick 
juſtice, as hath been ſeen in more than one 
unhappy and dreadful inftance. It is like 
that evil ſpirit in the Goſpel, who when he 
hath gotten poſſeſſion, taketh with him ſeven 
other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf; and 
they enter in, and dwell there; and the laſt 
late of that man is unſpeakably worſe than 
the firſt. 

A ſpirit of extrayagance, long uſed to be 
ndulged, cannot bear to be reſtrained, or 
ruſed: and if it may not be gratified in 
e uſual way, yet gratified it muſt be at 
ay rate. If cxedit be checked in the com- 
| R 2 mon 
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| mon courſe, new chanels muſt be cut, and 
N new ſources opened: and this muſt be the 
L work of falſhood and fraud, and every wicked 

artifice that can be deviſed. By this means 

the mind becomes corrupt and depraved to 
the laſt degree; and the man is gradually 
fitted for the converſation of fiends. Nay, 
this ſin is as ſtupid with regard to this world, 
as other ſins are with regard to the next: it 
ſacrifices all the ſolid and laſting ſatisfactions 
even of this life, to ſmall, preſent, moment 
ary gratifications, without the leaſt thought 
of the dreadful conſequences that await 
them; and it ends, even in this world, as 
other vices do in the next, in the loſs of 
| liberty and happineſs, and the calamities of 
a dreadful confinement among curſed ſpirits; | 
for a gaol is, indeed, another Hell upon 
earth, and the beſt emblem of that manſion | 
of miſery ; where you are ſurrounded with | 
nothing but ſin and affliction, where aban- 
doned wretches become yet more aban- W 
daned by ſociety and example; by the 
converſation of miſcreants more vile than | 
themſelves; by mixing with the moſt cor- 


fupt and pzofligate part of mankind 3 in- 


flaming their paſt guilt by new and greater 3 
cnor- 
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enormities every day ; living in utter defiance 
of Gop and goodneſs; and, for the moſt 
part, dying cither ina hardened impenitence, 
or the horrors of deſpair. And yet this is 
the end to which the young, the gay, the 
plcaſurable part of mankind are hurrying on, 
with as much eagerneſs, as if they thought it 
impoſſible ever to be attained too ſoon, And 
indeed, if this were only the purſuit of 
youthful folly, the evil were in ſome degree 
to be endured, becauſe age and experience 
would be ſure to abate it; but, in truth, it 
s often the vice of every age, and every 
condition in life — here- ever pride and 
ſanity reign, there extravagant aims are pur- 
lued, and fantaſtic diſtinctions ſought after, 
the hazard of every felicity and ſecurity in 
life. Turn your eyes upon the'world, and 
jou will behold one half of mankind living 
pparently above their fortune; and what is 
iving above their fortune, but living to ſure 
deſtruction, both of themſelves and family, 
$ well as all thoſe they deal with? One man 
above making uſe of the limbs which Gop 
hath beſtowed upon him, to convey him 
where his buſineſs calls; and ſo rides in a 
coach, for a few months, at the hazard of 
83 wanting 
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ſuited to his circumſtances, cannot be con- 


friends, and by the fund or income by which 
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wanting a for the reſt of his life, when 

his folly hath reduced him to his feet. 
Another, who hath Where withal to pur. 

chaſe a houſe, every way convenient, and 


tent without magnificence, and tooms of 
ſtate, which are of no uſe, but to be looked 
at : theſe are not to be attained without 3 
foreign fund; and, juſt when the building 
is at the point of being finiſhed, his creditors 
come and take poſſeſſion of it, and he and 
his family are turned out of doors — and, 
perhaps, without cloaths enough to cover f 
their nakedneſs, or hide their ſhame ; it may 
be too, without knowing how to be ſheltered 
from the inclemency of the weather, ot 
where to ſeck for a morſel of bread. This | 
is oftener the caſe, in effect, though not 
exactly in the circumſtances now mentioned, | 
than is commonly imagined ; nor arc the 
inſtances few, or rare, of perſons utterly | 
undone by living beyond their fortune. In 
this condition, abandoned at once by theit 


they ſubſiſted, deſerted by every thing but 
their pride, Whither ſhall the unhappy | 
wretches turn themſelyes? Their yanity ſets 

them | 
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them above all honeſt induſtry in a low way; 


for that, for the moſt part, remains with 
them, like a running ſore, that drains their 


vitals; and either urges them to ſtarve, in an 


honourable way, or drives. them to violent 
and deſperate courſes for ſubſiſtence, till they 
end in infamy. And although ſuch a creature 
is little to be pitied upon his own account, 
yet is his fall often to be lamented, on account 
of many others, that are involved in his ruin: 


an honeſt friend, that was drawn in to be 


bound for him, and is undone by his bene- 
ficence; or an innocent family, that were 
too young to be partners in his folly, and 


yet muſt ſhare his fate, and are given up by it 


to proſtitution or poverty; or an honeſt and 
kind parent, who expended more than he 
could well afford, to bring his ſon to more 
advantage into the world; perhaps, too, a 
virtuous, and a valuable woman, innocent 
of his pride, and yet cruſhed in his fall; tho, 
it is to be hoped, this rarely happens, the wife 
being too often the great incentive to the 
husband's vanity, and, of conſequence, leſs 
to be lamented in the ruin in which ſhe is 
involved. Theſe, and a thouſand ſuch-like 
calamities, are the neceſſary and unayoidable 
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conſequences of profuſion and extravagance, 
of careleſſneſs in contracting debts, and neg. 
ligence in diſcharging them: theſe are the 
evils which thoughtleſs mortals draw upon 
their own heads, and thoſe of their neareſt 
friends, by vanity and unthrift. And yet, 
great and various as theſe are, they are few 
and inconſiderable, in compariſon of thoſe 
brought upon the reſt of mankind by the 
ſame curſed ſpirit. 

Every one knows, that the ak buſineſ 
of trade, by which nations grow great and 
happy, is carried on by men of diligence and 
induſtry, of fortunes, for the moſt part, too 
ſmall (ar lcaſt, at their firſt ſetting out) to 
ſupport them in indolence; and that their 
profit ariſes principally from quick returns. 
It is plain from hence, that running in debt 
with tradeſmen, and neglecting to pay them 
in duc time, is utterly ruinous to the whole 
buſineſs of trade and commerce, and abſo- 
lutely deſtructive of the very principles upon 
which it is built, and by which it ſubſiſts: 
and yet this is a crime every day committed 


dy men of fortune and quality, with as little 


remorſe as they eat and drink; and, if the 


tradeſman demands his money, it is odds 
but 


—_ co 
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but he is either threatened; or turned into a 


jeſt: The ſon of Hirachss wiſe obſervation is 
5 here every day verified ; The rich man hath 
| done wrong, and yet he 'threateneth; the 
| poor is wronged, and yet he muſt intreat 
| alſo. If threats will not rid theſe men of 


their importunate creditors, then are 'they 

to be deluded with fair words, and plauſible 
excuſes, to pay attendance, from day to day, 
tothe loſs of more time, and negle@ of more 
buſineſs, than perhaps the debt is worth: and 
bp the firſt injury, inſtead of being repaired, 
is doubled. And yet the gentleman debtor, 

the author of this evil, is ſo far from repent- 

ing of it, that it is odds but he vaunts his 

wit and dexterity in doing it — As a mad 
man (faith Solomon) who caſteth firebrands, 
arrows, and death; ſo is the man that de- 
cerveth his neighbour, and ſaith, Am I not 

in jeft ? — And, indeed, it is ſcarce to be 
conceived, how any man can deal more de- 
ſtruction and ruin around him, than by de- 
ceving and breaking faith with the fair 
trader; for it is well known, his credit, his 
whole ſubſiſtence, depends upon keeping his 
word, and being ſtrictly punctual in his 
payments, and his p:omiſes; and, if he fail 

in 
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250 The Duty of Ser. 12. 
in theſe, he is undone at once. And how 
is it poſſible he ſhould not fail, if the gen- 
tlemen he deals with fail him? He hath no 
way of raiſing money, but by ſale of his 
goods; and if thoſe, to whom they are 


ttuſted, will not pay him, it is impoſſible he 
can pay his creditors; and, if he do not 
pay them, it is impoſſible but he muſt be 


ruined, and, perhaps, many more with him. 
For traders are linked and dependent of one 
another; and one mans fall throws down ma- 
ny more with him; the ſhop-keeper is in debt 
to the maker, or the merchant; and theſe 


again to the journeyman, the farmer, or the 
foreign correſpondent; and ſo the ruin be- 
comes complicated, and extended beyond 
imagination; inſomuch that the failure of 
one man here may affect many others in the 
remoteſt regions of the earth; may reach at 
once from weſt to caſt, and from eaſt to weſt | 
again; and yet the fine gentleman, that thus 


ſcattereth firebrands, arrows, and death, 


around him, ſhall cry, with great compla- 2 
cence to himſelf, and, perhaps, with great 
applauſe from his companions, Am I not in I 
feſt ? ſhall pride himſelf in having impoſed Þ 
upon the credulity of an induſtrious honeſt Þ 


mal, 
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man, (with the added inſolence of a con- 
temptuous name) and appointed him to 
come for payment the next day after he is 
gone out of town. And, after all, to what 
purpoſe all this fraud, and falſchood, and 
deluſion! none in nature, but to have where- 
withal to feed their folly and extravagance 
to have to throw away upon a horſe, or an 
harlot 3 or to pay a play debt-— debts of 
honour, as they are called, but, in truth, 
debts of infamy ; debts, which it was in- 
famous to contract, and which it is villainous 
to pay, to the injury of the honeſt trader. 
A gameſter, a ſharper, that undoes you 
with falſe dice, or ſleight of hand; a wretch, 
whom it is a ſcandal to converſe, or ſo much 
as to be ſeen with, ſuch a miſcreant ſhall be 
paid off, though to your utter ruin: every 
engagement, every ſecurity in life, ſhall be 
ſacrificed to diſcharge him; whilſt the fair 
dealer, that ſupplied you with the neceſlaries 
of life, is left to rot in a gaol, for the food 
that fed you, and the cloaths that covered 
you. Can any thing be conceived more 
monſtrous? or is it poſſible to imagine, how 
human nature can be ſunk into a greater de- 


gree of corruption than this? 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the practices of the looſe and 
libertine part of mankind : and, indeed, what 
better can be expected from that vicious and 
thoughtleſs extravagance in which they live; 
But there is alſo another race of men, oppo- 
ſire to theſe in all other reſpects, who agree 
perfectly with them, in not paying their 
debts, and yet are much more criminal on 
that ſcore :--- I mean, the needy and coyetous 
richz who cannot pay, either becauſe they have 
made anew purchaſe, or becauſe they will not 
break a ſum for which they receive intereſt. 
A greedy purchaſer is one that will run in 
debt with all mankind; and, if he can help 
it, will pay for nothing but houſes or lands; 
nay, by his good will, he will not pay for 
theſe, otherwiſe than by the profits that ariſe 
from them. The thoughtlets libertine is a 
man that ſpends more than he hath, and 
therefore cannot pay: the greedy purchaſer 
is a man that ſpends nothing, and hath a 
great deal, and will not pay, becauſe he would 
have more. Theſe are the greateſt monſters 
in nature, compoſitions of covetouſneſs and 
cruelty; who oppreſs and diſtreſs every one 
they have to deal with; who will pay no 
man themſelves, and yet ſuffer no mortal to 
owe 
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owe them a peny : they rack their tenants, | 


and grind the face of the poor; they drive 


away the aſs of the fatherlefs; ſaith Fob, 


and take the widow's o for a pledee:; - 
they cauſe the naked to lodge without: cloath: 
ing, and they have no covering in the cold; 
they are wet with the ſhowers of the monu- 
tains, and embrace the rock for ſhelter ; 
men groan from out the city, and the foul of 
the wounded crieth ont, Theſe men are the 
peſt of ſociety, and infinitely worſe than 
robbers upon the high roads; they rob, not 
from neceſſity, but from the inſolence of 
power and plenty! in the ſpirit of calm cru- 
elty, and determined villainy ! and, to com- 
plete their character, they rob oftentimes 
even under the ſhew of friendſhip, with im- 
punity, and without remorſe : — neither 
can you guard againſt them; neither can you 
bring them to juſtice, when you are injured. 
And here the condition of the creditor 
is indecd deplorable: if the tradeſman be 
importunate for his money, he is ſure to 
diſoblige: if it be kept from him for a con- 


ſiderable time, he muſt of neceſſity be a great 


loſer; becauſe he is deprived of the advan- 
tage of turning it in trade all that while. 
Whereas, 
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Whereas, if it had been paid him when it 
ought, he might reaſonably hope to haye 
doubled it before that day. And yet, as the 


caſe now ſtands, he has not the advantage of 


receiving ſo much as the common intereſt for 
it: nay, not only ſo, but if he lets it lie above 
a certain number of years, he loſes the prin- 
cipal. It is to be preſumed, that one reaſon 


why the law allows no intereſt for book- 


debts is, becauſe the trader cannot afford to 
let his money lie out ſo long as to derive any 
advantage from it by way of intereſt; for the 
intereſt of money is but a trifle, in compa- 
riſon of the advantages it may turn to in 
trade; and therefore the law, to lay tradeſmen 
under a neceſlity of calling in their money 
betimes, allows them no intereſt for it, 
while it is out. But till the difficulty remains, 
how to call it in; ſince every one knows, 
that the expences of a law-ſuit may very 
eaſily exceed the debt: and at beſt, you muſt 
of neceſlity be a loſer, even by gaining your 
cauſe. If indeed the law, at the ſame time 


that it prohibited book-debts from bearing 


intereſt, had contrived ſome cheap and caſy 
method of recovering thoſe debts, tradeſmen 


had been well dealt by: but to take away 
the 
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the intereſt of their debts, and the prin- 
cipal, after ſome years, and yet leave them 
no way of doing themſelves juſtice, but at 
the hazard of their ruin, hath the appear- 
ance of great hardſhip. For, beſides the ex- 
ceſſiye expence of law - ſuits, the ill will that 
ſuch an attempt is ſure to draw upon the 
tradeſman, is a weight which few men of 
that rank are able to bear. The man he 
goes to law with, and all his friends and 
dependents, are ſure to become his mortal 
enemies, from that moment. The debtor, 
in that caſe, ſeems to think himſelf obliged 
to abuſe the tradeſman, and blaſt his credit 
s much as in him lies, to juſtify himſelf in 
uſing him ſo ill; and blaſting a tradeſman's 
credit, is the ſure way to ruin him at 
once, It is finely obſerved of an excellent 
writer, That credit is to the tradeſman, 
what honour is to the gentleman: to a man 
that is truly ſuch, his honour is as dear as 
his life : to the trader, credit is as life it- 
ſelf; for he cannot live without it. Few of 
you would knowingly and deliberately in- 
volye yourſelves in the guilt of murder; and 
yet you effectually do this, when you blaſt 
the reputation of an honeſt dealer : for de- 

famation 
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famation is death to ſuch a one: his bread 
depends upon his credit, and if he be robbed 
of it, he muſt ſtarve; and certainly, ſtabbing 
a man to the heart, is a much leſs cruelty, 
chan ſtarving him to death. Nay, you are 
as cruel to your own honour in this caſe, 
as you are to the tradeſman's credit and life: 
for honour is a ſtrict and nice regard to 
every virtue in life, and more particularly to 
truth and juſtice. And therefore a man of 
honour, that is neither true nor honeſt, is a 
contradiction in terms: a man that allows 
himſelf in any degree of fraud or falſhood, 
has actually degraded himſelf from his dig | 
nity, and has no more title to the honour, 
than he has to the eſtate he has forfeited. 
But, ſuppoſe the tradeſman's reputation fo 
well eſtabliſhed as to bear up againſt the load 
of calumny that is thrown upon him on 
theſe occaſions : ſuppoſe him able to bear the 
double burden of calumny, and a lau- ſuit: 
yet what will all this avail him? The debtor 
is a pcer, or a parliament-man, or protected 
by thoſe that are: his perſon is privileged, 
and his cſtate ſettled. And if neither of theſe 
will do, he bids defiance to the very execu- 
tion of the law; and you attempt it at the 
hazard 


der. 12. paying DRAIATS. 257 
hazard of your life. Theſe are the diffical- 
ties that ſnopkeepers and men in buſineſs are 
forced to ſtruggle with, and too oſten ſink 
under: and if, in the number of {ſo manx 
bad pay maſters as they have to deal with, 
ſome ſhould be ſo far touched with compaſ- 
ſion, or remorſe, as not only to diſcharge 
what they owe, but like wiſe to pay intereſt 
for it, beyond the obligation of the law, this 
is reckoned an uncommon mark of liberality 
and chriſtian heroiſm; whereas, in truth, a 
dealer that is kept out of his money a conſi- . 
derable time, hath no: ſufficient reparation 
made him by being paid both the principal 
and the intereſt, in the end; becauſe both 
together will be far from amounting to the 
profit he might reaſonably propoſe to have 
made by it in trade, all that time. For ſure 
no man in his wits would run all the hazards 
and troubles of trade, who could propoſe to 
make as much adyantage by the common in- 
tcreſt of money, as he might expect from 
dealing with it. And this is a new reaſon, 
why men ſhould be carcful to pay tradeſmen 
in time; becauſe though no accident ſhould 
hinder you from paying them in the end, yet 
Jour clearing off the original debt, together 

"0 with 


258 The Duty of, &c. Ser. 12. 
with the legal intereſt which a ſum ought to 
bear, is far from doing juſtice to the tradef. | 
man, for the damage he has ſuffered, in being 
kept out of his money ſo long. So that, 
when you think you have made him ample 
amends for detaining what was due to ie, 
r have in truth injuted him. 

And thus I have endeavoured to lay before 
you the ſeveral evils that ariſe from running 
thoughtlefly into debt, and from delaying | 
to pay when it is in our power. And yet | 
this is a vice ſo univerſally practiſed, and ſo 
little thought of in the world, that I cannot 
quit the ſubject without making ſome appli- 
cation of what has been ſaid, to all orders 
and degrees of men From: allow * 
in it. 
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ER MO N xm. 
Ron. XIII. Part of ver. 8 


Owe 19 man any thing but to fi one 
another. 


N a former diſcourſe upon theſe words, 1 
laid down the duty of paying debts, to- 
gether with the evils which attend the neglect 
of it, both as they regard the debtor, and as 
they regard the creditor. The evils to the 
debtor, of being impoſed upon cither in the 
quantity or value of what they take up upon 


truſt; and the great evil of making expence 


eaſy, and in conſequence of that, ruin inſen- 
ible, and inevitable. To the creditor, the 
delay of payment in due time, draws end- 


leſs inconveniencies and evils after itz loſs 


of time, and trade, and credit, and in con- 
quence of theſe, inevitable, and, it may be, 


extenſive and complicated ruin. Inow pro- 
ceed to make ſome application of what has 


been faid to all orders and degrees of men, 
”"% 2 that 
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that allow themſclves in the violation or 
negle& of this duty. And, firſt, Let me ask 


the thoughtleſs ſpendthrift once again, What 
can be the conſequence. of his running in 
debt with all the world, but utter ruin both 


to himſelf and others: If the perſons you 


deal with are honeſt and indigent, how can 
you anſwer it to your humanity, to bring 
miſery and deſtruction upon the moſt piti- 


able and moſt deſerving part of the creation! 
To deſtroy thoſe by your extravagance, which | 
even cruelty and tyranny would be tender 
of? What is moſt. proyoking, and indeed | 
inſufferable upon this head, is, that thoſe | 
who allow themſelves in this conduct, often 
paſs upon the world under the character of 
good · natured men; and you ſhall often hear | 
it ſaid of ſuch a one, That he is no-bodys 
enemy, but his own. But the real truth is, 
that every vicious man, whatever he may be 
in his intentions, is in effect an enemy to the 
ſociety he lives in; and more particularly 2 
vicious good- nature is one of the cruelleſt L 
characters in life. It is kind only where it | 
ought not: it is kind to every vice and every 
villainy : it is indulgent to every thing but 
honeſty and innocence; and thoſe it is ſure 

; to 
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to ſacrifice where- ever it comes. A good- 
natured villain will ſurfeit a ſot, and gorge a 
glutton; nay, will glut his korſes and his 
hounds with that food, for which the ven- 
ders are one day to ſtarve to death in a 
dungeon: a good-natured monſter will be 
gay in the ſpoils of widows and orphans. 
Good- nature ſeparated from virtue, is abſo- 
lutely the worſt quality and character in life; 
at leaſt if this be good · nature, to feed a dog, 
and to murder a man — And therefore, if 
you have any pretence to good - nature, pay 
your debts; and in ſo doing cloathe thoſe 
poor families that are now in rags for your 
finery: feed him that is ſtarving for the bread 
you eat; and redeem him from miſery that 
rots in gaol, for the dainties on which you 
fared deliciouſly every day — And beſides 
the good you will do to others by thoſe 
ads of honeſty, you will do infinite good to 
yourſelves by them. Paying of debts: is, 
next to the Grace of Gop, the beſt means in 
the world to deliver you from a thouſand 
temptations to ſin and vanity. Pay your 
debts, and you will not have wherewithal 
to purchaſe a coſtly toy or a pernicious plea- 
ſurc——Pay your debts, and you will not 
83 have 
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have what to loſe to a villainous gameſter. 
Pay your debts, and you will not have where- 
withal to feed a number of uſeleſs horſes, or 
infectious harlots. In one word, Pay your 


debts, and you will of neceſſity abſtain from 
many fleſbly luſts that war againſt the ſpirit, | 
and bring you into captivity to ſin, and 


cannot fail to cnd in your utter deſtrution, 


both of ſoul and body. 
On the other hand, if the men you deal | 


with, and are indebtcd to, are rich and wily, 


conſider they ſupply your extravagance with | 
no other view but to undo you; as men 


pour water into a pump, to draw more from 


it. Conſider, they could not afford to truſt | 
you, if they did not propoſe to make cx- | 


ceſſive gain by you: and if you think at all, 
think what it is to loſe a fortune by folly; 
to purchaſe ſuperfluous and pernicious vani- 


ties, for a ſhort ſeaſon, at the hazard of want- | 


ing neceſſaries for the tedious remainder of 
a edi :ſpent life. Time, which ſweetens all 


other afflictions, will perpetually ſharpen 
and inflame this: as the gayety and giddincis 


of youth go off, the wants of age vill be· 


come more ſharp and more inconſolable to 
the laſt day of your lives; and ſevere reflec | 


tion 
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tion will double every calamity that befals 
you. And therefore the ſon of Sirach well 
adviſes, Ecclus. xvili. ver. 33. Be not made a 
beogar by banqueting upon borrowing ; for 
thou ſbalt lie in wait for thy own life. 
And again, the fame wiſe man moſt excel- 
lently obſerves, That he that buildeth his 
houſe with other mens money, is like one 
that gathereth himſelf ſtones far the 


tomb of his burial : He erects a ſure monu- 
4 ment, not only of his folly, but of his ruin: 
= and the conſequence is the ſame from extra- 
1 vagance of every kind, but with this diffe- 
T rence, that the ruin derived from wine and 

women, is the moſt dreadful of all others; as 


it involves you at once in the double diſtreſs 
of diſeaſe and want. Who amongſt you can 
at once bear the united racks of hunger, and 
infection, and an evil conſcience? And yer. 
this is what you mult feel, altho' it be what 
you cannot bear, the torments of Hell anti- 
cipated! To be deprived of every blefling, 
and to be immerſed in miſery. 12 
Thus much for the youthful Extravagant. 
In the next place, let me apply my ſelf to the 
Man of Quality, that is guilty of this vice, 
altho' theſe arc too often the ſame perſons. 
9 4 If 
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If ye will not conſider what ye owe your 
creditors, and how to pay them, I beſeech 
you calmly to reflect and conſider, what ye 
owe to Yourſelves, to your Family, to your 
Country, to your King. Was it for this, 
that ye were diſtinguiſhed above others of 
the ſame rank, only to be more eminent in 
infamy > Was Nobility beſtowed upon your 
anceſtors as a reward of virtue; and do ye 
uſe it only as a privilege for vice? Is ſuperior 
Worth degenerated into ſuperior villainy! 
If ye had any remains of modeſty, ye would 
renounce the titles and the fortunes of your 
anceſtors, with the virtues that attained them. 
Ye would bluſh to take place of a beggar, 
that had virtue. Will ye yet pretend to be 
better men than others? when ye have re- 
nounced your humanity; when ye are no 
longer men, but monſters. — It is not ex- 
pected of you, that you ſhould perform acts 
of heroiſm and generoſity z that you ſhould 
reward virtuc, and ſupport merit in diſtreſs. 
Alas! ' theſe expectations are long ſince va- 
niſhed, and ſeem only the boaſts of fabulous 
antiquity, But mcthinks it might ſtill be 
expected of you, that you ſhould do common 
Jaſlice: that you ſhould not be worſe than 

the 
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Ser. 13. paying DR BTS. 265 
the reſt of mankind, becauſe you think your- 
ſelves better; at leaſt expect to be called ſo; 
and treated as ſuch. Surely it might fill 
be expected of you, that you ſhould pay your 
debts, and keep your promiſes : and, in truth, 
ye would not be void, cither of dignity or 


dependents, if ye did even this. Mankind 


arc already too much prejudiced in your fa- 
your, and would not fail to pay you ſuffi- 
cient regard and reverence, even if you did 
them no good, provided you did them no 
miſchief. But if ye expect to be eſteemed, 
not only without generoſity, but even with- 
out juſtice; ye are indeed unreaſonable, and 
will be ſure to be diſappointed. | 
In the next place, Let me apply myſelf to 
the Wealthy and Covetous : theſe are of all 
others the moſt inexcuſable in not paying 
their debts. Men that have made or im- 
proved their own fortune by induſtry, are 
utterly unpardonable in oppreſſing the in- 
duſtry of others: the leaſt that might be 
expected from increaſe of wealth, is to do 
juſtice with our abundance. This was the 
expreſs direction of the prophet Eliſba in the 
ivth ch. of 2 Kings: when he had miracu- 
loully increaſed the widow's oil, he com- 
manded 
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manded ter firſt to pay her debts out of her 
abundance 00, faith he, /e//: the oil, and 
Da) thy debt, and live. thou and thy chil. 
Aren of the reſt. And the recaſon of this is 
evident; the money we owe is not ours; it | 
is the property of other men, in our keep- 
ing; and we have no more right to it, than 
we have to the money in their pockets. And 
although we ſhould make no return to Goy 
for his bleſſings upon our induſtry, in alms 
and acts of goodneſs; furely the leaſt we can | 
do, is to do juſtice ro men. What. a dread- 
ful reflection is it, to turn the bleſlings of | 
Providence into a curſe to ourſelyes, and all | 
we have to deal with! Men of this character 
are in the condition of thoſe malignant in. | 
ſets, who fret and make ſores where-eyer | 
they come, and then feed upon them: they 
thrive upon the miſeries of mankind ; which 
is abſolutely the moſt deteſtable character 
upon earth! and is, next to that of a fiend, | 
the very worſt and vileſt that can be ima- 
gined: Hoe unto him, faith the Prophet 7e. 
remiah, That buildeth his houſe by 5 
righteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong: 
Jer. xxii. 13. Moc unto them, ſaith Iſaiah Þ 
(ch. v. ver. 8.) that join hauſe to hauſe, that © 
lay 
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lay field to field, till there be no place, that 
they may be placed alone in the midſt of 
the earth ! Living in that character of cru- 
elty which is beſt ſuited to a beaſt of prey; 
that ſcatters ruin and deſolation all around 
him. One would think the Apoſtle's pre- 
cept were reverfed to theſe men; and that 
they thought themſelves bound in conſcience 
to owe every man every thing in the world 
but love and good-will. And after all, to 
what purpoſe is all this oppreſſion, and ini- 
quity of avarice? To heap up ill-got riches 
for a curſe upon themſclyes and their poſte- 
rity, and leave a memory and a carcaſe 
equally odious and offenſiye behind them. 
They are exalted for à little while, as it is 
finely expreſſed in the xxiiid chapter of 705, 
They are exalted for a little while, but are 
gone, and brought lot: they are taken out 
of the way as all other; and cut off, as the 
tops of the ears of corn, They are per- 
mitted, by the Divine Providence, to fill up 
at once the meaſure of their wealth and their 
iniquity; and as ſoon as ever they are ripe 
for ruin, they are cut off in the fulneſs of 
their pride and fortune : and the wealth 
mw have hoarded, is like the full car of 


COLrns 
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corn; which, inſtead of being gathered 
into the barn, is trampled under foot, and 


ſcattered over the face of the earth; and fo 


becomes a prey to rooks, and ſwine, and 
vermin. 

In the laſt place, Let me apply myſelf to 
Traders themſelves; and deſire them to reflect 


how they pay their own debts: I am afraid, 


ſome of them very badly. I have heard of a 


moſt wicked practice amongſt them, of pay- 
ing their journeymen and underlings in 
goods: I call this, Wicked, becauſe if thoſe 


goods are rated at the ſhop-price, the jour- 
neyman is plainly defrauded ; ſince he hath 
no allowance for the time and trouble he 
muſt take, and the hazard he muſt run in 
vending thoſe goods. And whereas he had 
a right to ready money for his labour, his 


neceſſities now oblige him to ſell thoſe goods. 


at any price he can get, to the diſcredit of 
trade in general, and the real injury of that 
very perſon, who laid him under a neceſlity 
of ſo doing; who muſt of neceſlity ſuffer by 
having his goods ſold at an under- rate: fo 


that this practice is as ill. judged in the ſhop- 


keeper, and as weak with regard to his own 
intereſt, as it is wicked with regard to his 
| poor 
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poor underling. And indeed all bad pay- 
ment to thoſe they have to deal with, eſpe- 
cially the poorer ſort, is manifeſtly injurious 
to men in buſineſs: for the clamour of bad 
pay, and the diſcredit that neceſſarily attends 
it, generally ſpeaking, begins there, And 
therefore Solomon's precepts, in Prov. iii. 
27, 28. ought always to be ſtrictly obſerved 
by them, of all mankind-—— /#/7th-hold not 
good from them to whom it is due, when 
it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come 
again, and to-morrow I will give, when thou 
haſt it by thee. Altho' the men you deal 
with do not know your wants, nor conſider 
your labour, and loſs of time in ſecking your 
due; and are conſequently regardleſs of you 
and your neceſſities ; yet you well know the 
wants of the poor people ou deal with, and 
the injury you do them, in making them 
loſe their time in attending upon you; and 
therefore you are utterly inexcuſable in not 
relieving them from thoſe hardſhips, when 
you can do ſo, barely by doing juſtice. How 
can you expect a bleſſing from GOD upon 
your own endeavours, when you are guilty 
of ſo much cruelty and injuſtice to others; 

when 
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when you are guilty of ſo much injuſtice to 
the very men by whoſe labour ye are ſup- 
ported? A poor man that oppreſſeth the poor, 
( faith Solomon) is like a ſtwecping rain 
hich leaveth no food, Prov. xxviii. 3. Na- 
ture hath formed us to compaſſionate the 
calamities we endure; and therefore a poor 
man ſhould as naturally expect aid and 
conſolation from his brethren in the ſame 
condition, as the parched and impoveriſhed 
Earth expects relicf. from the ſhowers of 
Heaven: conſequently, when inftcad of being 
aided, he is oppreſſed by his brethren, and 
the little remains of his ſubſtance are torn 
from him, he is then in the condition of 
the carth, ravaged and ruined by the very 
means appointed by Providence to refreſh 
and make it fruitful; and all its ſeed, all 
the means and hopes of a future harveſt, 
{wept away with its beſt mould. A poor 
man, that oppreſſeth the poor, is the cruelleſt 
monſter in nature; and it is the juſt judg- 
ment of Almighty Gop, that with what 
meaſure you mete, it ſhould be meaſured 
unto you again. He that doth wrong, faith 
the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 25. ſhall receive for 
the wrong that he hath done; as he hath 
| ] done, 
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done, it ſhall be done unto him ; his reward 


frall return upon his own head. 


And therefore, my Brethren, as ye expect 
mercy, and protection, and bleſſing from 
G op, do juſtice and judgment to all you 
have to deal with; and be merciful after 
your power : for the righteous Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs and whatſoever good any 
man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord. — So that a man ſhall ſay, Verily, 
there is a reward for the righteous ; Ve- 
rily, there is a Gop that judgeth the 
earth. 
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For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Milt thou then not be 
afraid of the power? Do that which is 
good, and thou Nel . 5 of the 
ſame: | 

For he is the miniſter of Gai to WA fo 
good. But if thou doeſt that which is 

evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the 
ſword in vain; for he is the minifter of 


Gob, an avenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doth evil. N 


N thicke words St. Paul Sy FRG 
the duty and character of a good Ruler; 
and the ſum of what he ſaith is this. | 


1 188 
q : 
e 


I Firſt, That all Rulers arc the Miniſters of 
IJ G OD. 
Secondly, That they are ——— by Him 


for the good of Mankind. And, | 
EFT Third- 
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_.. Thirdly, As a_ conſequence from this, 
that the duty of their ſtation, is to en- 
courage and reward rightcouſnels, and 

©  , Puniſh iniquit , 
And, Firſt, Rulers are the Miniſters! 11 


GOD . 
Whoever conſidereth the great wiſdom 


and goodneſs of Gop in the creation of the 
world, will find all the parts of it moſt ad- 
mirably diſpoſed, and perfectly fitted for the 
good and happineſs of all his creatures. And 
whereas all the other creatures were formed 
for the uſe of man, and anſwer that end in 
proportion to their health and ſtrength; 
therefore man is not only indebted to Gop 
for the immediate excellence of his own 
conſtitution, but alſo for the ſtrength and 
health of the inferior creatures made ſub- 
ſervient to him. But foraſmuch as this 
health and ſtrength of the creatures would 
be of no uſe to mankind, without the ad- 
vantage of their own mutual aid, ( becauſe 
they could not ſingly ſubdue them to their 
ſervice) or if they were, would conſtitute 
but a ſmall part of their happineſs, com- 
pared with the bleſſings of ſociety; there- 
fore Son e in . the happi- 


nels 


: 
[ 
] 
c 


er. 14. 10 1 Subjedts... DC. - 
nels of his creatures, principally willed their 
living in ſociety, and in a friendly inter- 
courſe of ſocial virtue. 
And foraſmuch as man is not only ſitted 
to advantage his fellow - creatures in ſociety, 
but likewiſe to diſquiet and annoy them; 
and is, from the variety and violence of his 

paſſions, too often tempted ſo to do; there- 
fore Gop, in willing the happineſs of man- 
kind in ſociety, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed 
to will the reftraint of ſuch unruly paſſions, 
23 would, if unreſtrained, inevitably over- 
throw and deſtroy all that happineſs : for he 
that willeth the end, muſt always be ſup- 

poſed ro will all honeſt and proper means 
neceſſary to that end. | 
Now foraſmuch as the paſſions and per- 
verſe humours of men are no otherwiſe to 
be reſtrained but by eſtabliſhing a coercive 
power over them; that is, by veſting an 
authority in ſome one or more perſons, to 
correct and repreſs the enormity of ſuch 
paſſions and inclinations ; therefore it was 
neceſſary to the well-being of ſocicty, that 
Go Almighty ſhould veſt ſome perſons 
with authority and power, to reſtrain the 
p op unruly 
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r unruly; Wills and paſſi ons of men, by prope 
2 805 of puniſhment and terror, 

, From hence it appeareth, that all gert. 
ment and authority of men over others i in 
ſociety, 1 is from Go, and that all rulers" arc 
his miniſters; agreeably to thofe pallages in 
Scripture, where 60D is called King of 


kings, and Lord of Tords, and, the only 
Potentate ; plainly implying, p that Goo 
hath the fanie rule and authority over all 
ſupreme carthly powers, that they have over | 
their inferior miniſters: and, conſequently, as 
inferior miniſters are by the appointment of 
thoſe in authority over them; Kings, and 
princes, and rulers, of all _ denominations, 
arc by the appointment of Almighty God, 
and are, in the words of the Apoſtle—ſe 
miniſters of Gop— which \ was the firſt 
thing to be proved. 
5 The 1 next propoſition laid down from the 
text, is this, That all Rulers are appointed 
by Gop for the good of Mankind. And 
altho' this be a plain conſequence from their 
being the miniſters of Gor, who always 
willeth the happineſs and well-being of his 
creatures; yet will it not be amiſs to illu- 
ſtrate 
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The * of ps re nd} is «fo plainly at 
once the inſtin& of nature, and dictate of 
reaſon, as well as. the direction of religion, 
thar moraliſts are now, perfectly agreed in it; 
and vouch with. one voice, that love and 
benevolence are the fundamental principles 
that ſhould govern. and conduct our lives; 
and that all the laws of nature, as far as they 
reſpect ſociety, are reducible to this one; vis, 
That every man living do all poſlible good 
offices to every other, as far as in him lieth. 

And as this duty is of univerſal extent, 
becauſe every man living is in ſome ſort 
fitted for 1 it, ſo is it more eminently i incum- 
bent upon thoſe whom Gop hath bleſſed 
with greater abilities, and better opportuni- 
ties, for the diſcharge of it. Hence it is, that 
we find the charge of doing good more par- 
ticularly directed to the rich: Charge them 
that are rich in this world (faith the Apoſtle) 


that they do good; that they be rich in good 


works, And foraſmuch as men in autho- 
rity, and high ſtation, have, from the nature 
and condition of thoſe ſtations, greater mea- 
ſures of wealth and affluence devolved upon 
T 4 them, 
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them, proporrioned to their power; there - 
fore the charge to the rich more eminently 
reſpetteth' the g great and Powerful un den 
kind. 22 10 JE — 9 
Add to this, rhe they can do ten then 
2050 offices at a much cheaper and caſier 
rate than orhers. They can often do good 
without any expence, and almoſt without 
any trouble, merely from the influence of 
their power and their example. 
And as they are more able to do good | 
than other men, ſo are they alſo more 
obliged: it is their initnediate and direct 
duty; and they are ſupported by the publick | 
for theſe 1 very. ends: for the adminiſtration | 
of jultice, and every other virtue that re- 
ſpecteth the well-being of ſociety: : for, For 
this cauſe pay you tribute alſo (faith the | 
Apoſtle); for they are Gov's miniſters, at- i 
tending continually on this Very thing.. 1 
All, conditions of life are. honourable in 
proportion to their uſefulneſs to mankind; 
and for this reaſon. governors are more ho- 
nourable than other men, becauſe good 
governors are more uſeful; are benefactors 
to greater numbers of mankind. It is this 
ſingle conſideration that intitleth them to 


higher - 


* * 
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higher degrees of venctatiowand'obſeryarice. 
And indeed-it would be ill conſiſtent cither 
with the wiſdom or goodneſs of Gov;-to 
beſtow ſuctr diſtinguiſhing advantages upon 
the governors of mankind, for any lower 
or leſs worthy purpoſes. To imagine, that 
Gop ſendeth great men into the world, like 
the Leviathan into the ſea, to ſport and 
take their paſtime therein; to abuſe» their 
power and affluence to tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion, to luxury and exceſs, and to the law- 
leſs gratification of their unruly appetites and 
paſſions; were equally impious and abſurd. 
Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf,” thou tyrant, 
that thou canſt do miſchief, whereas the 
goodneſs of Gop endureth yet daily? This 
is the juſteſt reproach upon tyranny, that 
ever was penned. The buſineſs of a good 
ruler is to imitate the goodneſs and the ju- 
tice of God. A tyrant reverſeth this noble 
character, and employcth all that power to 
the vileſt and the worſt ends, which were 
given him by nen Gop for the nobleſt 
and the beſt. | 
And therefore the great yew" diſtinguiſh, 
ing advantage that men derive from their 
ſuperior power, and honour, and affluence, 


4 is 
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is in reality this, and this only That. theit 
abilities to do good are inlarged; that now 
their power beareth ſome proportion to the 
benevolence of a good mind; their high 
ſtation enableth them to ſee, and to relieve, 
the! neceſſities of all around them. 4 N 
and God · like advantage 

When Go p exalteth one man N an- 
whtiers: it is for the [ſame reaſon that he 
exalteth the mountains above the level lands, 
Great men are the riſing grounds; they are 
the eminences of the earth, which more im. 
mediately, and in greater abundance, receive 
the dew of Heaven: but then let them re- 
member, they receive it, not to retain it 
all to themſelves, but rather to convey it 
thence to more advantage, to refreſh; the 
humble valleys, and the W carth be- 
neath them. | | 

But farther — Rulers are not only lo 
ane by the exerciſe of their power; but alſo 
by the influence of their example. 2 

The whole world is ſwayed by example; 
and is either reformed, or ruined by it, ac- J 
. cording as it is good, or evil. Families natu- i 
rally fall into an imitation of their Fathers: | 
armies are ſwayed by the example of their 
Cap- 
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powerful than their av 
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Captains; and nations by the r 


their Governors. Negir ad ememplum, ig An 


old and known Obſervation: their practice 


is a ſtlent 2 and ame More 

vo ed and open com- 
mands; and for this bum reaſonh, Their 
public orders are often the directions of 
policy, and ſometimes very oppoſtte to heir 
private inclinations; and therefore a prudent 


men will not always care to be t00 ftric 


and rigid an obſerver of them; becauſe he 
well knoweth, ſuch an officiouſneſs may be 


fatal to him: bur their example is: a ſute 
guide; what they practiſe, they certainly 
approve of, other wiſe they would not do it; 
for who will ſay unto them, What doeſt thou ? 


And as their example is-of-great importance 
in every inſtance that reſpecteth the peace 
and well-being of ſociety, it is, for that rea- 
ſon, of the laſt conſequence in the concerns 
of religion, upon which the peace and well- 
being of ſociety ſo mainly and ſo evidently 
depend: inſomuch that they who have-been 
hardy enough to diſclaim the advantages of 
religion upon other accounts, have not 


ſerupled to ſubſcribe to them upon this: 


and therefore the care of religion hath al- 
Ways 


wage; been eee a ee 1 
ire duty of governors, by all that have 
ever treated that ſubject with any tolerable 
bn And foraſmuch as all religion de- 


pendeth upon the regularity, the purity, and 
excellence of the publick worſhip of Gop; 


and theſe again, upon the adminiſtration of 


an orderly, a learned, and religious. mini- 


ſtry; neither ſwelled. with arrogance, from 


exceſs, nor ſunk to ſervility and ignorance) 


from penury; rhe ſupport of ſuch a miniſtry 
in their temporal, their civil, their legal, 


their religious, their divine, their immemo- 


rial, their neceſſary rights, I will venture to 
ſay, is the nobleſt and moſt beneficent office 
of the nobleſt and moſt beneficent employ- 
ment under Heaven. And if this be true 
with reſpect to rulers in general, it is cer- 
tainly more peculiarly ſo, with regard to 
thoſe rulers and their repreſentatives, whom 
the Providence of GOD hath placed at the 


head of the pureſt chriſtian Church; and who 


pride themſelves upon the glorious and di- 
ſtinguiſhing titles of Defenders of the Faith. 


And that it is ſtrictly true of all Rulers upon 


earth, needs little ſagacity to diſcern, or in- 
genuity to acknowlege ; foraſmuch as a very 
moderate 
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moderate portion of humility and —— | 
derſtanding will enable the mightieſt of : 
mortals” to ſce tlie manifeſt, the neceſſary 
dependence of all human affairs, upon the 
council and direction of his all- wiſe and 
powerful Providence, who viſiteth the earth, 
and bleſſeth it, and 'maketh- it plenteous-: 5 

who putteth down one, and ſetteth up an- 
other ; and at his pleaſure poureth contempt 
von princes'! Who commandeth the fun, 
and it riſeth not, and ſealeth up the fears . 
who alone ftilleth the raging of the ſea, and 
the noife of his Waves, and the madneſs 
of the people. n 

And thus much in proof of the ſecond 
propoſition laid down from my text; that 
rulers are appointed by Gop, for the ned 
of mankind. _ 

proceed to. the conſequence deduced 
from this propoſition ; vis. That the duty 
of their ſtation is to encourage and reward 
Righteouſneſs, and puniſh Iniquity. 

And firſt, It is the duty of a good gover- 
nor, to encourage and reward Righteouſneſs; 
that is, every thing that is virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy in life: they ſhould regard that 
precept of the Prophet, as peculiarly di- 

rected 
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Hh hs Aang, — 
Such is the nature a man, gall pag 
not only need to be -with-held from doing 
evil, but to be encouraged to do well. For 
as he is a being capable of doing much miſ. 
chief to his fellows in ſociety, ſo is he like · 
wiſc as capable of doing great good, altho 
not always fo rightly inclined: and there · 8 
fore one great duty and end of government 
is, to cultivate the good diſpoſitions of men, | 
| and invite them, by proper rewards, to exert 
the beneficence of their nature to the glory 
of Gop, and the good of their ſpecies. And 
this is ſurely a great and a Gad-like employ. 
ment! It is here, that rulers are indeed the 
miniſters of Gon, when they are. employed 
in promoting virtue, and piety, and the arts 
of life; in diffuſing peace, and joy, and hap- 
pineſs, all around them! And as this is a duty 
they owe to Go and the world, it is alſo a 
duty which their own neareſt intereſt e- 
acteth from them; foraſmuch as the felicity 
of the ruler is inſeparable from that of the 
people committed to his care; and muſt 
cternally riſe and fall with it. Beſides, that 
ſuch an employment as this, inlargeth 2 
man's 
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man's capacity. of happineſs: for n 
as, happy as he might be, that hath not the 
power and the pleaſure of making others fo. 
And this ſingle conlider % 
Gon to be the ue of Beings, merely 
becauſe he is the beſt : and ſo, after him, they 
that are next in goodneſs, muß be next alſo 
in beatituddg. 310 25 
From hence it followeth, 3 40 2 
tion of a wiſe. and a good governor, preſide- 
ing over a peaceful, a dutiful, and a well 
diſpoſed people, is the happieſt condition of 
mortality. And on the other hand, ſuch a 
people have a juſt title to happineſs under 
ſuch a ruler; and to be protected in all theię 
religious and civil rights; for that is the rea- 
ſon and end of his authority. Nor is the 
character of any people, in point of duty and 
loyalty, to be impeached by any ſuppoſed. 
miſconduct of particular perſons in particu- 
lar points, either of doubtful or difficult de- 
termination, or where a ſtrong bias of intereſt 
may too caſily miſlead men, other wiſe ho- 
neſt, dutiful, and loyal. | 
Nay, every ſingle ſubject of that chanihen 
hath a right to all thoſe advantages, at the 
hands of his governor, to which his merits 
intitle 
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e him: - Fe Ate W over nen, 
ſbould be juſt, ruling in the frar of Gov: 
This, David aſſureth us, was the direction 

he himſelf received from the mouth of Gov, 
2 Cam. xxiii. 3. The God of Iſrael faid, the 
Rock of Tfrael ſpake to me, He that ruleth 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear 
of God ; and juſtice, we know, giveth every 
done his due. Nay, this is a claim which the 
ruler's own fclicity will exact from him, as' 
well as his virtue and wiſdom; : He will be 
ſolicitous to ſearch out and to reward virtue 
and merit of every kind; not only becauſe 
it is his duty, but becauſe it is one of the 
nobleſt and happieſt employments that a good 
mind can be engaged in; and becauſe the 
well-being of the community (which is in- 
ſeparable from his own) is greatly concerned 
in ſo doing, 

It is a denunciation of uncommon cala 
mity, when Gop pronounceth upon his 
people, by the prophet 1/azah, that he wl! 
give children to be their princes, and babes 
foall rule over them. And whether rulers 
are ſo in years, in underftanding, or in nc- 
glect of their duty, the calamity is equal. 
and one apparent reaſan why it is ſo, * 

their 
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„rr Seeing, and anti and, 1.aing by, 
Y other mens organ 5) is, becauſe in that con- 8 


dition they are incapable of diſcerning the 
merits of men, and giving them their due 
rewards and diſtinctions upon which the 
national felicity, glory,” gs een wil, 
eternally depend. * . 1 * 
It is related of nee) ao Fa 3 is 
faults of private perſons with great gentleneſs, 
as being of little conſequence; but thoſe. of 
princes he conſidered as of mighty moment: 
particularly ſloth and negligence he regarded. 
as moſt unbecoming that character, to which, 
in his judgment, appertained the practice of 
every 1 a Was Wen * bene · 
ficent. 1 Shy 
When the 8 are in e 7 
(ah Solomon): the people. rejoice ; but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn. And it is ſurely a circumſtance of 
uncommon felicity, when the Providence of 
Gop placeth a wiſe and a righteous ruler at 
the head of power: for who ſo able to 
luſtain that high character with dignity to, 
himſelf, and felicity to mankind, as one 
whoſe mind is improved and inlarged, is 
conducted and confirmed by ptinciples of 
U right 
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200 The Duty of RoI RRS Ser. 14. 
right reaſon, religion, and virtue! às one 
vhoſe innate dignity ſetteth him above ſer. 
vile or ſelfiſh views; above mean and mer- 
cenary meaſures? as one whoſe integrity of 
heart will take no bias from partiality, party, 
or ſycophant calumny; diſdaining every in- 
fluence but thoſe of truth, honour and 
conſcious virtue? 

But farther, A good rater] is not Gully to 
encourage and reward Righteouſneſs, butalſo 
to diſcountenance Demerit, and Pen Ini- 
quity. 

A wiſe governor well knoweth, that every 
advantage, every undue diſtinction, beſtowed 
upon a worthleſs, a wicked, or-unmeriting 
man, is ſo much placed to the ſcore of his 
ignorance, or iniquity, that beſtowed it; 
and therefore he, of all others, will be fo- 
licitous to ſupport that part of a righteous 
man's character, in P/al. xv. — in whoſe 
eyes a wile perſon is contemned. And as 
he will be careful in this point for his own 
Honour, ſo likewiſe for his people's happi- 
neſs: The ungodly, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, walk 
on every fide ; when they are exalted, the 
children of men are put to rebuke. The 


pft men are ſometimes the beſt courtiers; 
dextrous 
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dextrous in their addreſs, and equally ſupple 
and ſubtile in their ſolicitations: but When 
they ſucceed, the publick ſuffereth-;': when 
they are exalted, the children of men are 
put to rebuke; and therefore a good ruler 
will be careful not to exalt any ſuch, 
| But this is not all——He muſt not only diſs 
countenance iniquity; but- he- mnſt puniſh 
it. And altho' the buſineſs of puniſhment 
be the duty, of all others, leaſt agreeable to a 
good and humane diſpoſition, yet mult it 
be executed, and that too, with due ſeve- 
rity : ſuch a ſeverity, as may make the pain 
of offending againſt the peace of ſociety al- 
ways exceed any pleaſure, or profit, or ad- 
vantage ariſing from it. And a good gover. 
nor hath always this conſolation in the diſ- 
charge of ſo diſagreeable a duty, that altho! 
one ſuffereth, numbers are protected and 
relieved : he hath always the ſame noble 
conſideration to ſupport him in that irkſome 
office, which the orator pleaded for the pro- 
ſecution of Yerres ; that altho' one man was 
accuſed, a nation was defended : and there. 
fore, as nothing would be more unworthy 
the character of a good Ruler, than to ſuffer 
any part of his people to become a prey to 

2 1 


592 The Duty of Rur ERS Ser. 14. 
fraud, or oppreſſion, or violence; ſo is there 
nothing in which he can aſſert his character 
with more honour, than in relieving, pro- 
tecting, and preſerving.— A Ruler is the 
Shepherd of his people; and he is truly and 
gloriouſly in that character, when he is em- 
ployed in reſcuing and defending his flock: 
A good Ruler ſhould delight tobe ſeen in the 
ſame light in which David ſnewed himſelf 
when he was examined by Saul, in 1 Sam. xvii. 
Thy ſervant kept his father's ſheep, and 
there came a lion and a bear, and took a 
lamb out of the flock : and I went out after 
him, and ſinote him, and delivered it out 
of his mouth; and when he aroſe up againſt 
me, I caught him by his beard, and ſmote 
him, and flew him: thy ſervant ſlew both 
the lion and the bear. And, no doubt, this 
noble and generous ſpirit of ſubduing op- 
preſſion; and protecting innocence, was one 
reaſon why the Providence of Gop took him 
from the ſheep-folds, removed him from fol. 
lowing the ewes great with young, that he 
might feed Facob his people, and 1ſrael his 
inheritance. Nor did David belye theſe 
early promiſes of good government, thele | 
noble carneſts of a l genius: for | 
#1 - ES read, 
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read, that he did indecd feed his people. with 


a faithful and a true heart, and ruled them | 
prudently with all his power. 


in 422 * 


And as David is an example of a wiſe 


5 4. 


fect pattern in every inſtance of juſtices 


mercy, and protection, due to a dutiful peo- 
ple. When the ear heard me, faith he, 
then it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw 
me, then it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I 


_ delivered the poor that cried, and the fa- 


therleſs, and him that had none to help 


him, the bleſſing of him that was ready 70 
periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the wi- 


dow's heart to ſing for joy. I Put on 


righteouſneſs, and it cloathed me; 3. Ny Judg- 
ment, was a robe and a diadem: Iuas eyes 
to the blind, and feet was I to the lame: 
I was a father to the poor, and the cauſe 
Thnew not, I ſearched out. I brake the jaws 
of the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 
his teeth, Theſe were Job's comforts! The 
relief he adminiſtred to others in the time 
of his power and proſperity, were his own 
greateſt relief in the days of his affliction. 
He well knew, that a Ruler beareth not the 
ſword of Ialice in vain: that he 7s the 
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Monifter of God, to telicyc the afflicted and 
the oppreſſed 3; and not only ſo, but 70 ex. 
ecute wrath upon every ſoul that doth evil. 
And thus J have gone through the ſeveral 
parts of a good Ruler's duty and character. 
Firſt I ſhewed you, that he was The Miniſter 
of God; — the proudeſt title that mortality 
can boaſt! And yet this title is ſtill more 
enobled, from the ſecond conſideration laid 
down from my text. That he is the Mini- 
fer of Gop, for the good of mankind. This 
is the great end of government: and Titus 
Veſpaſian had a true notion of it, hen he 
cried out, My friends, I have not rei Lues 
ro- day; Jor I have done no good *. "it 
knew, that to be a Ruler, was to be a ' bene- 
factor to mankind ; and therefore, when he 
ccaſed to do good, he ceaſed to govern, 
And, beyond all controverſy, it is this ſpirit 
of beneficence which hath always given dig- 
nity, which hath often given divinity, to the 
greateſt characters of antiquity. And it is 


nb chule to report it thus after Themiſtiug (Orat. 6 
Paris edition, p. 80.) not only becauſe this ſen:iment is 
more to my prefent purpoſe, but becauſe it is much more 
noble and worthy a great prince, than that reported of 
him by Suetonius. 

The ſame ſaying is alſo * of Alexander the Great, 


In 


5 


Ser. 14. 70 their Subjects. 295 
in this light, that Chriſtianity hath repre- 
ſented the Bleſſed Saviour of the worlds 
whoſe glory is ſummed up. in that ſhort ac- 
count of him. Who went about doing 
good. This was the employment that diſtin- 
guiſhed and ennobled the character, even of 
the Son of Gop. 

But of all the ways whereby men in 1 power 
may be benefactors to mankind, that of in- 
fluencing them to goodneſs by their example, 
as it is in its own nature the moſt lovely, ſo 
it is the eaſieſt in the practice, and the moſt 
inexcuſable in the neglect.— A good life is 
a ſtrong, a living, and almoſt an "irreſiſtible 
exhortation to goodneſs : its native beauty 
attrateth the love and admiration of all 
that behold it: and, what men admire, they 


: imitate, 


The King that cm his kingdom 
virtuouſly and zu (faith the great CHi- 
neſe Philoſopher *) is like the North far, 


which, being fixed itſelf, is the rule the reſt 
go by. 


Good men in power are lights ſet up on 
high: they are beacons to direct men in this 


* See 1 5 account of China, in Churchill's col. 


U 4 turbu- 


lection, vol. 1. p. 119. 


* 1 
if 
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turbulent and ſhelvy ſea of life. And, ſurety, 
there cannot be a more lovely, there cannot 
be ſo lovely an office in life, as to direct to 
virtue and truth, to conduct to temporal and 
eternal happineſs! Captain of our ſalvation 
was the moſt glorious title that ever Was con- 

ferred upon the Son of Goo. 
In the laſt place I told you, that the OY 
of a good governor was not only to en- 
courage to goodneſs, and to reward righ- 
teouſneſs, but likewiſe to diſcountenance 
demerit, and puniſh iniquity. And altho 
this be in appearance the leaſt amiable part 
of the Ruler's duty; yet, when we conſider 
that the end of this ſeverity is the ſafety and 
well-being of ſocicty, (for the puniſhment 
of a few is the preſervation of multitudes) 
we ſhall find, that a righteous Ruler is, in 
this reſpect, acting in the character of a 
guardian Angel, whoſe buſineſs is to relicve, 
and protect, and preſerve: and in ſo doing 
to diffuſe joy, and health, and happineſs 
all around him. Theſe were the God- like 
diſpoſitions that made Titus the delight of 
mankind; that made David worthy of 
empire; that exalted the man after GoD's 
| Own 


. 


co 


wE 3 2 


niſter. Theſe were the reflections that ſup- 
ported Job under all the weight of his 


afflictions: theſe were his robe and his 


diadem when he was ſtript of authority and 


of honour: this was his glory, when all the 


grandeur of the world had forſaken him. 
Was this the glory of Fob? It is the glory 
of the Great GOD of Heaven! For what is 
there more glorious, — what is there ſo glo- 
rious, even in the exerciſe of Omnipotence, 


as the protection and preſervation of the 


univerſe? as the communication and conti- 
nuance of life and happineſs to that infinity 
of beings which he hath created to ſhare 
in his felicity? As if Gor could not be in- 
finitely happy, unleſs that happineſs were 
infinitely diffuſed. It is no wonder, then, 
if theſe are the offices with which the Al- 
mighty is peculiarly pleaſed, as being the 
nobleſt imitations, and moſt lovely tran- 


ſcripts of his own adorable perfections; ſuch. 


as will beſt reſemble men to the Divinity in 


this world; and make them happy with him 


to all eternity in the next. 


This 
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own heart into the character of Go D's Mi- 
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Take away the droſs from rhe. flor; By, 


there ſhallcome'forth a veſſel for the: iner. 
Take away the wicked from before the King, 


and his Throne ſhall be . RD in 85 

3 | 

T may be ſaid of this lies of Pro- 5 
verbs, that it is a ſyſtem of Solomon's 

moral wiſdom ; containing, according to 


the common diviſion of the Schools, his 
Ethics, Oeconomics, and Politics. And as 


they ſeem principally written for the uſe 
of his ſon, who was to ſucceed him in his 
throne, it is no wonder to find them abound .. 
with many precepts and obſervations of ſin- 
gular excellence, and infinite importance to 
Princes: ſuch as thoſe in particular, that ad- 
moniſh him to deteſt and diſcountenance 


Aattery, faſhood, bribery, oppreſſion, cruelty, 


and 


. 
K 
\\ 
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and corruption of every kind: and, on the 
other hand, admoniſh and exhort him to 


0 
give all poſſible countenance and encou- 1 
ragement to truth, integrity, and wiſdom; WW 4 
to guard againſt rhe power of his own paſ- | 
ſions; to be patient of monition and reproof; 


and, above all, to found his dominion in 
juſtice. - Of theſe excellent precepts, it were 
to be wiſhed, that the following divine ſen- 
tences were deeply engraven on the crowns, 
on the thrones, and in the hearts of Princes 
As an ear. ring of gold, and an ornament 
of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover upon an 
obedient ear. | | | 
The Prince that wanteth underſtanding, 
is alſo a great oppreſſor, but he that hateth | 
covetouſneſs ſhall prolong his days. 
Take away the droſs from the ſilver, 
and there fall come forth a veſſel for the 
finer. Take away the wicked from before | 
the King, and his throne ſhall be eftabliſied 
in righteouſneſs. 
| Corruption and iniquity are in empires, 
what droſs is in nobler metals; they debaſe, 
and make them brittle, A mixture of droſs 
in ſilver, ſinks its value and its beauty; makes 4 
it frail, and leſs fit for uſe: it will neither 
bear 


* | ' 
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bear the hammer, nor the fire; nor can 
you mold it into any thing excellent: let 


. the droſs be removed, and the parts imme- 
u diately recover a better coherence and ſtabi- 

{- lity ; and the whole, a new ba and a 

f; higher value.” 5 . 


Corruption mixes ieſelf with empires, as 
naturally as droſs doth with metals : and as 
naturally robs the parts of their due cohe- 
rence and ſtability; and debaſes and depre- 
ciates the whole: it ſinks the eſtimation and 
credit of a kingdom, and a crown, in the 
eyes of all that behold it; makes it frail, and 
unfit for the purpoſes for which it was in- 
tended: it can neither bear trials nor attacks 
from without, nor heats and commotions 
from within: remove this corruption from 
it, (which requires the higheſt skill of the 
finer) it quickly acquires a new luſtre, be- 
comes more ſolid, coherent, and ſtable; 
riſes at once in eſtimation and intrinſick 
value: in one word, it is then rightly fitted 
to anſwer its nobleſt ends and uſes. _ 

From the words thus explained, I ſhall firſk 
lay down theſe plain points of doctrine: 

I. That all permanent power muſt be 
founded in Juſtice ; and that, in order to 
_ 


effect at all ae in 1 
carefully guard n the n of 
| terry adviſers. 
1 I will apply, in the beſt manner FE can, 
theſe obſervations to ſome few of thoſe 
tranſactions, which occaſioned'the fad 
ſolemnity of this memorable; day. 
And, laſtly, from the great miſconduct of 
many men in thoſe times, and the abo- 
minable corruption of others, I will 
make and apply the moſt uſeful obſerya- 
tions and inferences I can, to the perſons 
and characters of the preſent times. 


And, firſt, all power that would be ſtable 
and laſting, muſt be founded in Juſtice. 
And this propoſition holds equally true of 
all power whatſoever; whether ariſing from 

publick authority, or private property, or 
ſuppoſed merit of any kind: becauſe — 5 
is the only ſolid and permanent foundation 
of all. It is the foundation upon which all 
ſocieties are built; and the great cement that 
keeps all the parts of them together: in 
which not only Princes, Rulers, Judges, and 
other Miniſters of juſtice, but likewiſe every 
private man, are in ſome meaſure, guar- 
dians 
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dians of every mans property; NO every i 


fngle act of injuſtice is in reality - injurious 
to the whole; is a violence and an inſult 


upon the publick peace; and is, beſides this, 


zn indignity and offence againſt Go p, the 
great guardian and governor of the world. 
Wicked councils and devices may indeed 
ſucceed for a while; but to imagine, that they 
hall hold out always, that they ſhall prevail 


tcadily, and permanently, againſt the eſta- 


bliſhed order and conſtitution of things, 
z2ainſt the natural and joint intereſts of man- 
kind, and againſt the ſuperintending power, 
viſdom, and juſtice of God, is juſt as weak, 
if a man ſhould imagine, that he could by 
private artifice, ſuſpend the great law of 
gtavitation, and hinder bodies from tending 
to their natural centres; becauſe he finds he 
can for a time obſtruct the one in its imme- 
diate and apparent effects, and interrupt the 
other in their natural progreſs. In one word, 
the imagination is as wild, and as weak, as 
it is wicked. | 

If then power can be permanently founded 
in nothing but juſtice, it is a clear and ſelf⸗ 


AF cvident conſequence, that all perſons in 
| Power ſhould " againſt the influence of 


_ evil 
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evil adviſers; ;-foraſmuch 15 all ſuch naturally 
"tend't to pervert: and warp them from the ways 
of juſtice, and conſequently. to ſap the only 
ſolid 1 _ py their "ag is 
bail 6 
' To r this to the ok before us: 
The King of England is the guardian of 
v5 the liberty and rights, religious, and civil, of 
his people. This is his true character, and 
the only foundation of his power: and it | 
was rightly and judiciouſſy obſerved by a 
great miniſter of a neighbour nation, that 
King of England, who: will be the man of 
his people, (that is, will be a true guardian 
of their rights and liberties) 7s 4 great 
Prince; 5 but EF he Will be NY be 16 0. 
| thing. A as | 
In this ſituation, he Wa all the power | 
that a good man ſhould take, or a wiſe man 
' wiſh; a power to do juſtice, to defend right, 
and to repreſs wrong; that is, in one word, 
a power to make his people happy. Should a 
guardian Angel wiſh for more? and ſhould 
frail and fallen man be truſted or Se I 
with more? 1 
If ever there was a Prince upon the Engiy 
throne, that ſhould or could (with ſafety to 1 
the 1 


3 
Z 3 
1 
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the fundamental rights and privileges of his 
people. and trua intereſt: of his country). be 
trüſted with: more, King. Gharles- the firſ 
(of bleſſed memory) was apparently, that 
man!: a Prince) of more perſgnal. virtues, 
than perhaps any ne Erince gegorded in hi- 
ſtory; and all, :thhſc virtues founded upon 
their only ſure and ſolid baſis i txus religion, 
and the fear of Go, He was valiant, tem- 
perate, juſt; a true lover of his people, COH. 
paſſionate of their etrors and misfortunes, 
and religiouſly tender of their well-being, 
In his private life, equally exemplary in filial 
piety, in paternal affection, and in conjugal 
fidelity: a lover and cncourager of all po- 
lite arts; not from humour, vanity, or 
faſhion; but a true taſte and; knowlege of 
thelr excellence: ſtatuary, architecture, paint- 
ing, and the ſcience of medals; flouriſhed 
under him: a lover. and patron of learning, 
and a great example and encourager of reli- N 
gion, which he cqually underſtood, and 1 
practiſed in its purity; and well knew how ul! 
to defend againſt all its adverſarics, and died 
defendifig it: and as he was (under Gop) 
its great ſtay, it is no wonder that it fell with 
him. surely of- ſuch a Prince (humanly 
2 1 judging 


aaa 


[ 


judging” 4 and ente) 5 mar with great 


mercy," and <a . _— in his -ndiy. 
nation. 1193:9qq3..26% ionen fold. 10 

It! Was n of-. this n 
hs and unhappy: Prince; whoſe character 


Thaye now: given, and whoſe cruel murder 
we this day deprecate and deplore, to be 
bred under maxims of government ill ſuited 
to the genius of his people; and miſled 
(through the equal influence, corruption, 
and treachery of his miniſters) by counſekof 


an evil tendency, to ſuffer the beginning of 


his reign to be blemiſhed with a conduct ill 
befitting his true character: many meaſures 
were entered upon, which can in no wiſc 
be juſtiſied; and, I truſt in Gop, will never 


be attempted to be juſtified from this place. 


He was himſelf early ſenſible of them, and, 
upon conviction, granted his people's petition 
of right; whereupon all things ſeemed to 
promiſe a fair proſpect of union and happi- 
neſs: but the ſubſequent ill conduct of ſome 
of the King's miniſters, the diſtruſt created 
by a Popihcounſellor in his boſom, by illegal | 
aids and loans chearfully given by Popjh | 
\qepntanty, and. favours conferred in rctutns 


42 | and, 
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and, aboye all, the bitter hcart-burnings, and 
long-working animoſities, created by ſo long 
a diſuſe, and ſuch frequent and ſudden diſſo; 
lutions of Parliaments, and inflamed by 3 
moſt ſeditions Puritan, faction, bred: — 
many, ill humours, to- be caſiiy corrected and 
cured, even when the moſt healing and well 
intentioned meaſures were taken to effect i it. 
The fever, was too high ſome, blood, muſt 
be ſpilt, and that the beſt and nobleſt of the 
nation, before the ferment could be laid; 
and at laſt the diſeaſe muſt end, like an in- 
curable. malignity, in mae ruin of the con- 
ſtitution. — 

The gracious 1 truly and. tenderly 
affectionate of his people, ſenſible at laſt, that 
their juſt rights had long been with-held, 
reſolved to give them full ſatisfaction, and 
make ample reparation. for all the preceding 
miſconducts of his reign; and, to ſhew the 

ſincerity of his intentions towards. them, fa- 
tally conſented to make themſelyes judges in 
their own cauſe; and now, as much too 
complying, as he had been reſtive before, 
confirmed an act for continuing their ſeſſion, 
until they had ſettled every ching to their 
own intire latisfaction. 
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"Whoever candidly conſiders the extent of 
the pre rogative, atthis Prince 8 acceſſion to 
the crown, the example and practice of his 
predeceſſors in the moſt exceptionable parts 
of his conduct, ſupported by the opinions 
and writings of the moſt learned men of the 
age; and, on the other hand, reflects upon 
the perverſe obſtinacy, and refrive refuſals of 
his people to his moſt juſt, and reaſonable, 
and neceſſary demands demands for: ſup- 
plies, -which they themſelves / occaſioned, 
promiſed, and made neceſſary— Will find 
great excuſes for many parts of àa conduct, 
1 681 he can neither applaud nor approve. 
And whoever candidly conſiders his whole 
conduct, from the calling of his laſt parlla- 
ment, to the day of his death; and weighs 
with that, his compaſſionate ſpirit, his true 
piety, and the integrity and the uprightneſs 
of his heart; cannot but acquit him (from 
thar moment at leaſt) of all tyrannous and 
oppreſſive intentions towards his people; as 
well as of the guilt of that black and unna- 
5 tural rebellion, which began in the tyranny 
= of the people, and ended in the tyranny of 
an'#/urper.” A rebellion, which filled thele 
11 with ſeats and ſacrilege, with op- 
n - preſſion 


15 
8 
= 
2 
1 
25 ye 
* 

5 
9 
= 

__ 
= 
"XA 
1 
—_ 
2 
* 
2 
9 

1 

. 
— 

Pal 


p — 1 


93 


T0 OO © N02” NO" 0" OE” OE" RON 


ol do r IS . ot TE Tee RY ; $ , 
CO ALON ou tt 8 e ey TOI EC TxH 1 NaN 2 
S . er 2 8 2 > MEE 9 8 Tr Yr LENNON, * 5 
We OR RE FRE nn kt 5s 1 222. WI ORs, he SIR : 


A 
> - 
Ws 
1 
-_ 
= 
3 
oo 
= 
= 
2 4 x 
"i 
2 
— 


2 
25 
— 
1 
2 


er. L Prince and: People- 309 
preſſion and rapine, with blaſphemy: and 
blood! A rebellion, which (however begun) 
was catried on with the moſt ſhameleſs hy- 
pocriſy that ever diſgraced religion; and con- 
cluded with the moſt determined cruelty that 
ever debaſed or depraved humanity; in the 
cool and deliberate murder of the King, 
after a long train ow PE REIT and 
outrages. 1 
What ends of Providence are . 
by great examples of ſuffering virtue, exhi- 
bited to the world at certain periods, altho 
obvious to us in many circumſtances, are 
fully known only to the Almighty, in all. 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that ſo great a facri- 
tice ſhould be made to the ſettlement of the 
beſt conſtitution in the world upon its true 
baſis; - and the limiting of its nn to their 
proper bounds. ITE „ 
It was perhaps neceſſary, chat Pn orcat a 
monument ſhould be ſet up to the eyes of 
Kings, to ſhew- their abſolute dependence 
upon the great Governor of the world, in 
common with the meaneſt mortals : to ſhew 
them equally tubjea to the ſaddeſt reverſes of 
fortune; from which, no dignity of ſtation, 
or confidence of power, can ſecure them: 
* to 


— 


: trary and cruel tyrants. 
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to teach them the neceſſary leſſon, of an 
humble dependence upon the Power and 
Providence of that GOD, who at his will 

-ponreth. contempt upon Princes, and'weak- 
eneth the ſtrength of the mighty: to teach 


them to cry out with righteous Jab, in the 


day of their downfal, Know now that God 
hath overthrown me; he hath ſtript me of 


my £101), __ ta os f 5 crown tet n 


Head. 


It was n ene Fo a monument 
of terror ſhould be ſet up to the Princes of 


a fte people, to guard them againſt the leaſt 


approaches or attempts to tyranny: to teach 


them, that no perſonal merit, no excellence i 


of nature, no acquired accompliſhments, no 


combination of virtues, can give quiet to 


their reign, or ſtability to their throne, in- 


dependent of the affections of their people. 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that a monu- 


ment ſhould be ſet up to the people, to deter 


them from ſedition, and popular tumults: 


to ſhew them, that exceſs of power is as 


dangerous in the hands of their repreſenta- 
tives, as in thoſe of their rulers; and that 
they can as haſtily degenerate into more ds 
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It was perhaps neceſſary, that the evils of 
both extremes ſhould be equally and effectu- 
ally felt, in the commons, and the uſur-: 
per; to convince all thinking men of tlie 
nature and neceſſiry of a true temperament 
between both: which ſeems, however, nei- 
ther to! have been tliroughly underſtood, nor 
properly purſued, before the eſtabliſhment 
of things under the late happy Revolution 
A Revolution; which its bittereſt enemies 
have no way more malicioufly ſtudied to 
revile, than by wreſting it into a parallel with 
the tranſactions of theſe deteſted times. 

Which brings me to the third point pro- 
poſed; which was, from the great miſcon- 
duct of many men in thoſe times, (the times: 
of the great rebellion) and the abominable 
corruptions of others, to make and apply 
the moſt uſeful obſervations and inferences 
| can, to the perſons and characters of the 
preſent times. 

In the firſt place then, * miſconduct of 
ſome few Eccleſtaſties in this reign, their 
intempetate zeal for ſome ceremonials in 
religion, and their unwarrantable ambition 
of ſecular power, ſhould be a monition to 
the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church, (both 

X 4 of 


L — 
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of the prelcnr age and- all others) tor keep 
themſelves within; the bounds: of thatilawful 
authoriry; andthoſe juft:rightsiand privileges, 


Vhich the oonſtitution hath. conferred, and 


the nature of, their holy valling requires. 
And their very enemies muſt do that juſtice 

to the preſent orders of Eceleſiaſtics amongſt 
us, as to own, they ſcem in no diſpoſition 
to tranſcend thoſe: bounds; that they have 
tearnt a: true chriſtian temper with regard to 


all that diſſent from them; and are as fin- 


cere friends · to liberty, and abhorrers of ar- 


bitrary power, as any of their fellow: ſab- 


jects: nor can it be denied, that che higlieſt 
order amongſt them hath. lately given as 
ſtrong a proof of being faithful in their Epi- 
ſcopal charge, and at the fame time, as faith- 
fully and as diſintereſtedly true to the truſt 
committed to them by their Prince, as the 
beſt and moſt truly 3 of * . 
ſian predeceſſors. $1989" 
- To the Lords. and Commoiny of the Laity, 
the wicked tranſactions of that accurſed re- 
pellion ſhould warmly recommend a ſtrict 
and inviolable regard to the rights; privileges, 


and properties of their fellow ſubjects. The 


Lay Lords remembring, that when they had 
| | con- 


Ser. 15. Prince and People. 313 
conſented to deprive the Biſhops of their ſeats 
in Parliament, they were themſelves ſoon. 
after voted uſeleſs: (ſo facred a thing is 


property, ſo infectious and catching is evil 
example! ſo ruinous and ſo ready to recoil 
upon the heads of thoſe that ſet it!) The 
Commons remembering, that when they 
had robbed the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
of their rights and privileges, they were 
themſelves quickly after ſtript of all their 
own; and made as arrant vaſſals, as they had 
before made their brethren, and their bet- 
ters: drawing down upon themſelves that 
juſt judgment and ſentence of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, With what meaſure ye mete, it 
ſhall be meaſured to you again. 

To all this may be added, that the tranſ- 
actions of theſe times ſhould make both 
Lords and Commons beware of contention, 
either with their King, or each other; al- 
ways remembring that fine obſervation of 
Solomon, The beginning of ſtrife is as when 
one letteth out water ; therefore leave off 
contention before it be medaled with. The 


true tranſlation is, Therefore let go conten+ 


tion before it be mixed: That is, before 
things are ſo confounded by it, that it is 
hard 
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hard to diſtinguiſh who is in the right, and 
Who in the wrong. It is evident, chat, in 
tlie beginning of this unnatural rebellion, 
neither did the King mean abſolute power, 
nor the people a democracy: but when 
once the contention was begun, when a 
breach was once made in the banks of the 
dike; the waters ruſhed out with an impe- 
tuoſity that never was thought of; and as 
they flowed, perpetually widened the breach, 
until they bore down all before them, and 
in the end laid che e well n * 
Eine. | 

In the next lane; let me ſeriouſly. and 
Ae admoniſn thoſe who could have 
no ſhare in the execrable guilt of this day, 
to beware how they adopt the guilt of their 
anceſtors, not only by turning the murder 
of that excellent Prince into ridicule, but 
Hkewiſe by defending and applauding it; 
and celebrating the memory of his murderer, 
for the very act of murder: the memory 
of a murderer, a parricide, a tyrant. Al- 
ways remembering, under what character 
they are concluded by the wiſeſt of mortals, 
who allow themſelves to jeſt and ſport with 
guilt: Fools, faith Solomon, make a mock 


of 


4 
3 
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of ſin.” Always remembering, that he who 
forbids us to ſlay the innocent, and the 
righteous, expreſly declares in the ſame 
ſentence, that he will wot Jae The 
wicked. 

Is it humane to inſult the fallen? though 
neither majeſty, nor law, nor juſtice, could 
protect this unhappy Prince alive, let com- 
paſſion protect him dead: give him quiet in 
his grave. Is it chriſtian to trample upon the 
memory of a King truly chriſtian ? a man, 
whoſe private character not malice itſelf hath 
tainted; owned, by his very enemies, to 
have lived (otherwife than as a Ruler) in 
all the innocence of a Saint, and died in 
all the majeſty of a King: let me add too, 
in all the humility of a Chriſtian, and all the 
ſteadineſs of a Martyr. — Is it wiſe to make 
merry with murder and parricide? Is it de- 
cent to inſult the picty and wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, by turning a ſolemn and reli- 
gious faſt into a day of feſtivity and revel- 
ling? Is not this wantonly to draw the guilt 
of blood upon their own heads ? 

Surely in this Prince (if ever4n any other) 
was fully verified that fine obſervation: of 
Solomon ; A righteous man falling down be- 


fore 


Wh the . 1g 4 4 e fountain, 


and à corrupt ſpring. In this man's fall, 


the fountains of learning, religion, and 
virtue, were effectually troubled and cor- 
rupted ; but, Gop be praiſed, they are, 
through his unmerited mercy, once more 
clcanſed and cleared. May they never more 
be polluted by the fall of the righteous, by 
the triumph of the wicked ! 


In the laſt place, from the memory of this 


exccrable rebellion, let me cxhort you to 


revive and to cultivate that antiquared prin- 
ciple of chriſtian loyalty ; a principle, which 
our corruptions have almoſt baniſhed out of 
the world. By loyalty, I mean fidelity to 
the conſtitution as by law eſtabliſhed; and 
to the King as ſupreme, and guardian of it. 
Such fidelity, as was ſteadily. exhibited to 
both, by thoſe noble patriots, who adhered 
to their royal maſter King Charles the Eirſb, 
in all his misfortuncs : many of whom died, 
openly declaring and avowing it with their 
laft breath, to the confufion of their cne- 
mics ; and ſome of whom happily ſurvived 
the calamities of their King and Country, 
and, to their immortal glory, ſaved the con- 
ſtitution under his ſon. Let us learn from 

their 
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their great examples, to ſear G op and the 
King, and melldle not with them thut are 


given to change Let us learn from their 


examples, as well as from tlie ſacred rules of 
our holy religion, to deſpiſe and deteſt their 
principles, and renounce their practices, who 
walk after the fleſh, in the luſt of uncleanneſs, 
and deſpiſe government; preſumptuons, ſelf 
willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 
dignities. And, in order to this, let us care- 
fully guard againſt, and ſteadily oppoſe, thoſe 
too faſhionable republican principles, which, 
under the pretence of more zeal for liberty, 
would draw us again into double thraldom. 
Thoſe principles which once already over- 
threw the beſt conſtitution in the world, and 
turned a free people into utter ſlaves. Thoſe 
principles, which, under various guiſes, but 
of late more particularly under the mask of 
patriotiſm, I am ſatisfied (in the mouths of 
many of their abetters) mean any thing elſe 
rather: and, if Gop in his wrath ſhould 


ſuffer them to prevail, muſt end, as they are 


intended, in popery and arbitrary power: 
and of this, I think, we need no better 
proof, when we hear men of that religion, 
and men of none, join equally in the cry. 
N ä In 


—— a — xt, — - — hy ® ; — 
-< — — —— — the — 
—— 6— — — — - 
A * — — — 1 2 2 
— — 


— . . — — — 
— . 7˖⏑r ! ——ů— — — 
— — — — — 
2 — 2222 ͤ — — — — 
— — — 1 —— — . —— —ę— 
5 — — = — ,, < rough — — 
2 2 q 2 — O_o IT —ů 
2 q of > * z * — — 


LAI Fr arr ener Rr ee 
—— ͤ¶ a te nd 
— — - — — 2 
RT IST — — — 
— + a — = — 2 — — - 
— — — © — Te — — =. - 
== — — —— — 
WIRES — — — = . * — — 
— — — — # - — 
—— 
— 2 —— 8 p —— — I 
r . 5 * = = 
—_—— — ©. _ _ — 
1 G — 
d ry * 200 « — . wo _ 
— — . — = — 2 
=. a — — > A T— 3 
EE, 1 FR = . 
8 — = 8 1 — 
IE — . — 2 - 2 2 
— 7 * — 
= ot „ PI — — = —- = = oo = 
by —_ * =_ 


1 . 14 
WE 
1 N 5 5 
Ea ! 
' 1 ) 
' j; * 4 
} Pati! |} 
: 15 
inn 
e 
: . 
| Fiz * 1 
: Mate 
2 n LL L AS. - t 
1 III 650 £ 
WR 
NR 135 " \ 
© *:58.. 1 


E uä— es 1 
n 


To 
pre 


1 
"Fi 850 
: I > + 
x * * 
1 1 
46 180 
435 1 
7 14 
a 
e 
EM 
l : ' 
= : 
1 k 


— 


* 
poop — — — 


— —.— ITS) uiꝑX 4s Pre ar —_— —_— 2 — — — —ů— * — 
tor „ Dn rd — — anos 4" — « — 1 — — ——— _- 
== — — — 9 —— "_ — — — — — my o_ - . - © rt WIS oe 
— —— — S IVE; — - . * 93 2 — — — IPOS 
—— — — y . — —— b n 2 — — — 
_ —— — us _ * > = 722 —— wy — 
222 2 — 2 — - - _ — — 
ag — —— — 2 vx 2 rn - 
Tas _ — 


—— 4 Bo —yV . — 


ww — 

_— —— [ ” nw — — — 

— — — - R 

- — — — . — 

- — 

— - => = 
— — = -———_ _ — —S>-ypq. = 
— — 


ay ——_— 


318 De mutual Duty of Ser. 1, 
In the name of Gop, let us be contented 
with having made one deſperate. experiment; 
and be truly thankful to Gop for having 
dellvered us from one ruin; not provoking 
him to heap another upon our heads. | 
What mcans this horrid outcry, not only 
againſt the perſons, and characters, but the 
very office of Kings! Surely That at leaſt isof ix 
divine appointment. . 
Let us then expect Kings without Faults, 
when we ourſelves are blameleſs. Let us 
then hope for perfect models and mirrours 
of majeſty, when we deſcrve them: when 
we ſtudy. perfection in ourſelves 3 when we 
do juſtly, and love mercy, and WAH: humbly 
with our God. | 
In the mean time, is it wile, is it loyal, 
is it chriſtian, to vilify the characters of Kings 
upon every occaſion ; and expoſe every ſup- 
poſed error of their government, and in- 
firmity of their nature? We are loud upon 
many points of miſconduct in Princes, which 
we can never know with certainty; and ſul- 
lenly filent upon many advantages af their 
_ adminiſtration, which we ſee and feel. One 
thing we know, that our gracious Sovereign, 


Gop be praiſed, hath great and good qua- 
lities; 
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lities; fortitude, integrity, and truth; and 
a heart truly honeſt and proteſtant, ſtranger 


ro guile, and deteſting diſſimulation. This 


alſo we certainly know, that, under his admi- 
niſtration, we enjoy many great and inya- 
luable bleſſings; freedom and plenty, peace 
and truth. For which we are bound truly 
and ſincerely to thank God; and to our 
thanks are we bound to join our daily, our 
carneſt, and inceſſant prayers, that Gop 
would inſpire his heart with every princely, 


and every chriſtian grace, and bleſs and 


proſper his reign. Give the King thy judg- 
ments, O God, and thy righteouſneſs unto 
the King's ſon. That in his days the righteous 
may flouriſh; in his days, and in the days of 
his deſcendants, with abundance of peace, as 
long as the moon endureth. 


Which Thou of thine infinite mercy grant, 


through the merits and mediation of 
JESUs CHRIST. 
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SERMON XVI. 


PSALM X. yer. 3. 


For the Wicked boaſteth of his Heart's 
Deſire; and bleſſeth the Covetous, 
whom God abhorreth, 


HIS pſalm complains to Gop of the 

riotous oppreſſion of wicked men, 
and declares the humble dependence of the 
righteous upon his providence and protection. 
But the queſtion is, Why theſe oppreſſors and 
perſecutors ſpeak well of the covetous ? The 
anſwer is very eaſy, Becauſe they are the ſame 
perſons. — Oppreſſion is the effect of ava- 
rice; for few men have ever arrived to ſuch 
a degree of depravity, as to diſtreſs and in- 


jure others, out of wantonneſs and gayety of 


heart; that were a depravity more than de- 
viliſh! — No, the wicked boaſteth of his 
heart's deſire; that is, he hath ſtrong appc- 
tites and paſſions cager to be gratified: and if 
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fedch any of the principles of reaſon. and. vir- 
tue (for theſe are all againſt him) and there- 


this cannot be done without oppre eſſion and 

invaſion of his neighbour's property, Jets done 
it muſt be at any rate; and when it is done; 
it muſt be defended in the beſt manner he 


can. Now this defence cannot be drawn 


fore he muſt carry it off with a high hand; he 
boaſteth his heart's defire.— — Why. ſhould 
not he conſult his own happineſs, and [ trample 
every thing underfoot that ſtands in his way to 
it? As for his enemies, that is, all thoſe whom I 
he hath made ſo by his oppreſſions, He puffeth 4 
at them, ſaith the pſalmiſt. He hath now ar- 
rived to a height of power that ſetteth him I 
above their reſentments; and as for their 
grievances, he regardeth them not: the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of others is nothing to him: 
hc hath thrown off all ſenſe of humanity, 
and the next ſtep he takes, is to ſhake off his 
religion too: for ſoon after it followeth, He 
hath ſaid in his heart, God hath forgotten; 
ke hideth his face; he will never ſee it. 

Here we may obſerve the gradual progreſs 
of impiety in ja wicked heart: Firſt, a man 
rclolyes to gratify his unruly appetites in all 
ti.cir demands: this cannot be done, with- 
out 


e 
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out invading his neighbour's property. Then 
follow fraud and oppreſſion. After he hath 
rioted in his wickedneſs for ſome time with 
impunity, hethen applauds his happineſs, and 
openly vaunteth his vices; he boaſteth his 


heart's defir ire : However, he hath yet ſome 
little remains of conſcience, and ſenſe of 


divine vengeance hanging over him, and that 
he muſt get rid of as faſt as he can. 

The conipaſ of this diſcourſe will not allow 
me topurſuethe progreſs ofimpiety thro'allits 
gradations ; and therefore I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to that ſingle point which is principally 
alluded to in that part of my text the 
covetous whom God abhorreth. 

In ſpeaking to which words, I ſhall con- 
ſider them as intirely abſtracted from the oc- 
caſion of them in this pſalm, and only deduce 
this one point of plain doctrine from them 
That covetouſneſs is a vice in a very particu- 
lar manner abhorred and deteſted by Al- 
mighty Go D— and that for theſe following 
reaſons: 

I. Becauſe it is a vice e directly dads 

to the goodneſs of Gop. 

II, Becauſe it is a vice very oppoſite to 


the Divine mercy. And, 
Y'4 III. 
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at; Becauſe it is Idolatf y... 
FEirſt, 1 ſay, covetouſneſs * a vice "I 
liarly abhorred of Gon, as. being directly 
oppoſite to the Divine goodneſs: forſcovet- 

ouſt eſs is an inordinate deſire of wealth; that 
is, an unreaſonable deſire both of acquiring 


5 and. retaining it. Now the end of wealth, 


beyond all queſtion, 3 is to ſerye the neceſſities 
and conveniencies of life, and, aſter that, to 
be 2 ſupply for charity and beneficence. 
Whereas, then, the covetous man is often- 
times ſo far from conſulting the convenience 
and well- being ot other men, thar it is very 
well if he ſupplies, his own neceſlities, it is 
plain he acts in direct contradiction to the 
ends of wealth, and to all the purpoſes of 
the Divine goodneſs, in s the bleſ- 
ſing of life upon mankind. 4 

If we would form a he ea of the Di- 
vineg goodneſs, we ſhould conſider Almighty 
Gop, as 4 Being of infinite perfection and 
felicity; full, and indefectible, completely 
happy in Himſelf, and, conſequently, inca- 
pable of any acceſſion. of happineſs from any 
ching elſe. To conſider a Being ſo conſti- 
tuted, creating a world, perhaps an infinity 


of worlds, and in them many infinities of 


creatures, 
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creatures, to ſhare in his felicity; as if he 
could not be infinitely happy, unleſs that 
happineſs were infinitely diffuſed! how glo- 
rious, how amazing an idea of the Divine 
goodneſs is this; and yet how infinitely be- 
low the reality! Was man then created in 
his image? Was he impreſſed with a ſtrong 
inſtinct of univerſal love and good; will to all 
the world about him 15 this principle the 
characteriſtic of every thing that is great and 
good in life? Is it the nobleſt imitation and 
reſemblance of the Divinity! Nay, is it not 
almoſt the only remain of that glorious ſimi- 
litude in which we were made? And is not 
the wretch, that centres all his regards in 
himſelf, and defaceth this divine impreſſion, 
this godlike form, from his ſoul; is not this 
wretch the moſt abj ect, the moſt worthleſs, of 
Gop's creatures? How is he fallen, and de- 
formed beyond expreſſion! the very reverſe 
of God and goodnefs! and is it poſſible, 
that, in that abandoned condition, he can 
be other than the object of Divine deteſta- 
tion? rh tovetous, whom God abhorreth. 
And as he is thus monſtrous in the ſight of 
Gov, he is not leſs fo in his relation to 
mankind: for, as the ſeveral ſtates and ſo- 
cięties 
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cietics' of men are termed bodies politic, lo, 


in truth, they bear a greater analogy to ahi- 
mate bodies than is commonly imagined. 
The governing part of ſociety may be con- 
ſidered as the heart, the principle of life and 
motion; from whence the blood is diffuſed, 
firſt, to the nobler vitals, and thence to the 
ſeveral limbs and parts of the body, in pro- 
Portion to their bulk and uſe ; 'in like man- 
ner as wealth is more immediately derived 
upon the nobler members of ſociety, and 
from thence to the miniſterial, and leſs no- 
ble: and as the blood was intended for the 
ſupport of the whole body, conſidered as 
ſuch, and not for the ſubſiſtence of any par- 
ticular limb, otherwiſe than as that limb 
makes a part of the whole, and a proper con- 
veyance to ſome, other part below it; fo 
wealth was never intended for any one, or 
any number of men in ſociety, how great or 
noble ſocycr, but for the whole body poli- 
tic. And altho' the principal members of 
the ſtate receive it by greater chanels, and in 
greater quantities, than their inferiors, as the 
arm receiveth greater quantities of blood, 
and by larger arteries and veins, than any of 
the fingers; yet was that wealth never in- 

tended 
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tended fqr their ſole uſe, any more We Nigel 
blood was. intended, for the ſole uſe of the arm rm 
without any regard to the fingers — - No ow, 
ſince this is exactly the caſe, let us con ſider. 
what would be the conſequence of any un- 
natural check in this circulation ; ; for „if any 
part receive its nouriſhment in its proper 
proportion, and retain it unduly, muſt not 
ſome other part of neceſſi ity be defrauded 2 "A 
nay, perhaps, a great number of parts? and 
what will be the conſequence, even to t that 
which retaineth more than it ought, but 
pain, and an unnatural rumour ? and hath. 
not this an evident tendency to render the 
whole body diſeaſed and monſtrous ? _ 
From hence we may gather how utterly, 
unſocial this vice is! and how ruinous it muſt. 
of neceſſity be to the public, if GoD, in his 
wrath, ſhould ſuffer it to become epidemi- 
cal in any ſociety! becauſe, then, the mem- 
bers of that ſociety, inſtead of contributing 
to their mutual happineſs, | by all the offices 
of humanity, and a fair commerce, muſt lay 
themſclves out to defraud and over: reach one 
another, by all the evil arts imag ginable; z and, 
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_ conſequently, muſt contribute, as much 36 
in them lieth, to their mutual deſtructionx. 


But, ſecondly, Covetouſneſs is a vice 
particularly deteſted by Almighty Gos, be- 
cauſe it is ſo very oppoſite to the Divine 
mercy. — Now mercy is that attribute of 
the Almighty, which repreſenteth him com- 
paſſionate of the miſeries and diſtreſſes of his 
creatures, and ready at all times to relieye 
them, when they call upon him : it is that 
attribute, which rendereth his infinite power 
and wiſdom peculiarly amiable to the ſons 
of men: it is that attribute, which he hath 
more fully and emphatically ſet forth in the 
Holy Scriptures, than any other ; as if he 


delighted to be known by no other name | 


than the Gop of mercy: and as he hath 
made it the great charaQteriftic of his own 
nature, he hath alſo made it the ſtrong 
inſtinct, and the great ornament of ours, 
as well as the higheſt and moſt important 
duty in life : he hath bound it upon us by 
the ſtrongeſt engagements, and the ſevereſt 
penalties imaginable — nay, our bleſſed 

Saviour 
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* As was but too fatally found in the late pernicious 
South. Sea ſcheme. 
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Saviout eſus Chriff KHatll gone o farp g r 
make it tlie ft um of all tellgton: aftd Hath 
repreſented the day of judgment in ſuch a 
manner, 4 if the deterniin ation of ur final 
ſtate intitely dep xnded upon the diſcharge of 
this ſingle aa — gene, art from We 4, 
corel ug gpg 1 e 
the deli and his angels” 2 Twas un 5 
gred, and ye gave ne no meat; I W 
thirſty,” and ye gave me no Arint; a ranger, 
and ye took" me not in; naked; and 7 
cloathed me not; fick, and in priſon, and y [ye 
UL ifit ted me not. And, Beſides all this; charity 


is a virtue ſo abſohitely- neceſſary! in this 


world, this vale of Tortow and afflidion, 
that one would think, if neither GOD nor 
reaſon enjoined it, our very miſeries would 
force it upon us. Since, then, this virtue 
is of ſuch infinite importance, ſo neceſſary 
to the miſeries of this life, as well as tothe 
felicities of the next; of ſuch near reſem- 
blance to the mercy of Gov, and of Such 


peculiar acceptance with him; ſurely avarice, 


its great enemy, which ſhuts the eye, and 


ſtops the car, and hardens the heart to the 
cries and complaints, and OY of our 
fellow 
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fellow-creatures, muſt be, in a | Particular 
manner, deteſtable in his ſight. | 
And hereI muſt obſerve, that that covetouſ. 
neſs which makes a man unjuſt, is a much 
worſe kind of covetouſneſs, than that Which 
makes him only uncharitable. He that with. 
holds his bounty or beneficence from me, is 
unjuſt to his Maker, and cruel to his Own 
ſoul, as well as to me; but he that with- 
| holds my juſt right from me, or oppreſſeth 
me in the purſuit of it, is a villain and a 
robber; is, in the eye of GoDp and juſtice, a 
much viler wretch than the robber upon the 
high road he robs in the ſpirit of calm 
tdictty: from the fulneſs of pride, and the 
inſolence of power want and neceſſity 
carry their excuſe along with them; and 
therefore the poor robber is to be pitied, 
even when he is to be puniſhed ; but the rich 
robber is altogether inexcuſable, is utterly 
deteſtable---- and however their power and 
their numbers may protect them in this 
world (for Gop knows they are but too 
numerous), the time will come, when they 
will be the ſcorn and deriſion of men and 
angels: when even thoſe, whom they now 
oppreſs, will have but too much reaſon to 


pity 


Re 
= 
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pity them; when everlaſting miſery in an- 
other world ſhall be the reward of there 
cruelty and iniquity in this. 


But, thirdly, the covetous are, in a par-- 


ticular manner, dereſtable in the fight of 
GoD, becauſe they are idolaters. Thus the 
apoſtle, in the 5th chapter of his epiſtle to 


the Epheſians, at the gͤth verſe---- This ye 


know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
perſon, nor covetous man, who'is an idola- 
ter, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Chriſt and of God. And again, in the 3d 
chapter to the Coloſſians, at the 5th verſe, 


Mortify therefore your members which are 


upon the earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, in- 


ordinate affettions, evil concupiſcence, and 


covetouſneſs, which is idolatry — and that 


it is ſo, is plain; becauſe the very eſſence of - 


worſhip conſiſts in ſerving and confiding in 
the object of our worſhip : for all the exter- 
nal acts of devotion are only ſo many pro- 
per indications of truſt and obedience, and 
are ultimately referred to them: now it is 
certain, that the coyctous man both confides 
in his mammon, and ſerves him with all his 
heart and foul. The firſt of theſe is plainly 
implicd in the 3 iſt can of Job, at the 

— 240 
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24th and 28th verſes; where that righteous 
man, freeing himſelf from the imputation 
of avarice, acknowledgeth, among other 
ſuppoſitions, that if he had put his truſt in 
his wealth, he might juſtly be charged with 
idolatry; I (faith he, ver. - 24th) I have 
made gold my hope, or have ſaid to the fine 
gold, Thou art my confidence, &c. this alſo 
Were an miquity 3 for I ſhould have denied 
the God that is above. The ſame thing is 
evident from the rich man's conduct in the 
parable, who enlarged his barns, and laid 
up goods for many years; for when he had 
done ſo, he faid to his ſoul, Soul, rake thine 
eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. Here is not 
one word of gratitude to Go, for the bleſſ- 
ings beſtow d; or dependence upon him, for 
the continuance of them: for, when he had 
treaſured up an immenſe fortune, he then 
thought he had a ſure fund of felicity; and, 
in that confidence he placed all his hopes 
and happineſs, and looked no farther. The 
young man in the goſpel is alſo a ſad inſtance 
to the ſame purpoſe 3 3 who choſe rather to 
leave Chriſt, than to part with his large poſ- 
ſeſſions : and ſuch alſo was Demas; who 

forſook 

7 
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forſook the apoſiles,. and renounced ( Cl eilt. 
anity, to Cleave to this preſent world. 

Beſides, it is evident, from the natute br he 
thing, chat the covVetous man is the ſlave of His 
: avarice, and not the ſervant of Gop: for Gov 
commandeth him ## #o good after his abi- 
lity; but avarice forbiddeth' him to do any 
good, and that he obeyeth: God command” 
eth him neither to injure or oppreſs his nelgh⸗ 
bour ; his coetouſneſs commandeth Him to 
do both, where he hath power to ſupport 
him in his villainy ; and he doth both: Gop 
commandeth him to give alms of his wealth, 
and never to turn away his face from any 
poor man; but his avarice commatideth him 
to ſhut his hand, and to turn away his eyes; 
and he doth ſo: Gop commandeth him to 
lay up treaſures in heaven ; and not to lay 
up treaſures on earth, where moth and ru 
do cbrrupt, and where thieves break through 
and ſteal; his avatice commandeth him to 
do juſt the contrary 3 and he obeyeth it reli- 
viouſly. Is not then the covetous man an 
idolater to all intents and purpoſes? Nay; he 
is the worſt kind of idolater in the hole 
world; becauſe his devotion is not ſo much 
as ultimately referred to Go p, but ts in di- 
E rect 
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And thus Kane wen vo the . 
why covetouſneſs is ſo peculiarly abhorred of 
Gob, Ino proceed to make ſome obſetva· 
tions upon the folly and danger of this vice. 

Thee deſire of Wealth, is, beyond all que- 
ſtion, rightly. and wiſely founded in our na- 
ture; becauſe it is neceſſary, in order to a 
competent proviſion of the convenicncies' of 
life : and it is appointed to grow with our 
Years, 3. becauſe, as age and ſanmtztes come 
on, which diſable us from the activity and 
| induſtry of our youth, ſuch a proviſton is 


more neceſſary to ſupport the Wants and 


weakneſs of old- age, and to provide fot an 
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poor pittance of glittering duſt, that hath n 
value but in: the uſe à and cd ever in: 
tendad to be uſed: for a CoVeraus: man al- 


ways over looks the end. and fixeth upon che 
means Hay, he dreads the enjoyment of 
his fortune, as much as he doth the loſs of 


it; and; indeed, to him they are the ſame 


ching. Now this deſing: ig plainly; againſt 
reaſon and nature, and therefore tis inſatiable · 


very deſite that is natural is eaſily ſatisfied 5. 
beeauſe it is limited, and hath: proper Ob- 


jectso ſuited to it. Thus, if a man be hun · 
gryg Ho will be ſatisficd when he hath eaten 


a- goed meal; and his hunger is, for ſome 


tinko after no more han if it never had:been: 
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and if He Cat mricre than frartive/requines, he: 
| * preſſed: le lite wile if lie he 


SI: wilt ien&Pand/atlay; that thief, 
and then he is at reſt. lt is plain} therefore, 
that coverouſite 8 not 4 —— 
but à diſeaſe: it is tlic hrſt of a dropfy che 
more it drinks the mote it deſires, andi the 
more it is inflamtd. Acoverons:main may 
indeed imagine, that ſuch a cettain ſum or 
portion af wealth will ſatisfy his deſtres, and 409! 0 
make him fir down happy':andontented;:;; 1 
but, alas! he is deceived'z for, as Solomon i | 
finely obſerveth, he that loueth fler ſtull 
not be ſatisfied with ſiluer, nor he thut laurtih 
abundance; with increaſe. And the reaſdn 
is evident; for, if a man ſet his heart and 
affections upon one talent which-he hatly no 
need of, and think he would be Happy to 
attain it, it is plain, from the nature of che 
thing, that he muſt thinłk two talents would 
make him twice as happy, and three talents 
thrice as happy, and ſo on toinſinity. And 
8 — is plain, a covetous mans lovr of 
money always muſt be in proportion to tho @ 
Auindity if he love an hundred poundscyell, 
* its On ſake, he muſt love two fiundred 
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ith their ſtate 3. aud every ur ow 
they air HE! rants, 

ceſlitics; and a new putthaſe, which u bo; 
vetous Hi hath fer b is heut upon,” 187 v5 
him, 2s. real al a 1 nt 4 any in nature; 113) 
peeps, A th more: craving and painful 
ne, as falſe appetites are more violent and 
infatable. - And, what is molt lamentable, 
is (as 1 before abſerved) that this deſire's grow. 
eth with his years, when it cannot po tbly 
have any meaning, or any end: to fee men, 
whole 1 income is double their expence, nay, 
perhaps, | ten times more, and that income 
as long as their lives; perhaps, too, childteſs, 
and in the decline of life; without heir, nay, 
without any relation they can think them - 
ſelves in conſcience obliged. to make a for- 
tune for; to ſee ſuch creatures anxious of 
gain, as if their daily bread depended upon 
it T. here i is (Airh Solomon, | in the ati chap: 
of his E ecleſe1 ver, 8.) there i is one alone, and 
there is not a ſecond, yea, he hath neither 
child or brother ;. et there is no bn,” all 
his labour ; ; neither is his eye ſatisfied with 
riches : neither faith he, For whom ao I 
labour, 


a Xa MA 


2 5 8 ONE REIT" — a AX fol — > 


* G Sockeh NENA eg 9 


lakqur ; 48d hertgv au, of good? 50 
alſo Dn ot 127 4 e ra ball. 7 


i 1 201 nr 
{ this character haye any bee 
of xc Ns e n 
under th kb 56 11 23 of wet, | * 'refolur utions, of 
bequeathing ſome. park of their fubllance to 
pious o or jab bens ge theſe [9 8 
yet, if they have, any, degree of right refle- 
cion, ICY, Re b At, tee, g is t 4 2 ic 
leſs ſubterfu CHE WE 810 55 da; P 0 
have no one elſe. to, gi SIVE.. 1055 char. 80 7 
kind of 4 rational claim, 1 th e fruits of os 
bouts; we return t. to. God ſome Part O ha 


%* 


— — 
. G 
— 1 ä — on 
— —— 9 = — 
— Dao <4 1 pi ys — 
- _ = = 
1 — . - 


2 - — — : 
—— I —= 2 - : 4 ö 
— — — — — I om 2 — —_ * . —ñ— — - Q - 
= EY 

— — — 


— — 1 
- ꝗ—ſ—ꝛ — — 
—— pl RT: — — 2 — — 
— Dp — 
. 2 — 
TIE 


.. — 


— 
— EET 
= 
— — 2 ne Rs 
—— = 


We, deriyed, from his bounty; but We take ake | li 
care to let him fee we we gre as ungrate 1555 we 1 
poſſibly can; for we ay nothin as 1 as 0 
_ we can with-hol it from him m, an in To at 9 
length, out of i our great genere ity, We. glye Wl ff 
him the preference or what v we cannot Keep, 0 
and do not know elſe how elſe to diſpoſe of. UW 
A deathbed. charity is ; nearly upt pa the : ame * 
foot of merit with, a ad deathbed repentance 3 1 
the miſer parts v with his money, a8 the ſinner , | | 
doth ith | hisfi ins; ; becauſe he can keep them hh 
no longer. _ Can any ü thing be me BY Sölle, | l 
or more unmeriting at the hand or GC od, thay 


ſach besessen, And | yer, fuck; a8 it is, it 
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is by uch the wiſeſt and moſt rational part 


of the miſers conduct. One great cauſe of 


their folly in this reſpect is this: they imagine 
their power, and the reſpect they meet wir 
in the world, dependeth upon their wealth, 


and muſt diminiſh with it; and they are cer - 
tainly right in thinking ſo, as long as they 
have no other claim to the eſteem or regard 
of mankind: God, in bis juſt judgment, 


hideth from ſuch wretches, the glory; the ho- 
nour, the veneration, that attend upon be- 
neficence : he hideth from them that iner. 


preſſible complacency and gladneſs of heart 
that. reſults from conſcious virtue; from the 
diſcharge of duty, from the relief of diſtreſs, 
and above all, from the propagation of 
piety. and virtue, agd: happineſs; all around 


them. How glorious an employment is it, 


to be, in the beſt ſenſe, of the word, one's 
own, executor. in the management of a plen- 


tiful fortune, for the good of mankind, and 


glory of God] to put it out of the power of 
chance, or fraud, or law, to ſuppreſs or 
counterfeit your will, or defeat your good 
intentions, for the ſervice of religion, and 
the felicity of your fellow-creatures!.' This 
were a kind of heaven upon carth; this 


Were 
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vere indeed a glorious and a Godlike We'dr * 
wealth k but it is a nn 
wretchos of the earth are unworthy of? Ati 
therefore God giveth them over to te deluc 
ſons: of their narrow hearts, to be blind: 
as they are hardened; to live unloved, and die 
deſpiſed; to be without? aer here, and 
without heaven hereaften n: 
In the laſt place, * Al has train of 
evils which covetouſnieſs almoſt neceſfattiy 
dra weth aſter it, ſuch as pride, erudlty, -op: © 
preſſion, and injuſtice and ſuppoſe We had 
no account to give for the getting of Agreat J 
cſtate y;yet have we not an accounitto'render | 
for the uſing of it? Doth God give us dur 
poſſeſſions in property, or ini truſt only? Con- 
feſſedly in truſt: and, if fo, muſt not our ac. 
counts be in proportion ce Ott income? Let 
a mans eſtate be call d whatit will amoſig men, 
is he, in the ſight of God, proprletor of any 
more than faverk the neceſſities and conve- 
niencies of life, and a proper proviſion for a 
family? tfiar is, ſuch a proviſion'as is compe- 
tent to the condition of life we are in? And 
as for the Gerplüs, is he not ſte ward to the - 
Almighty? And muſt he not one 'day render 
aaa a ſevere” account! And can there be a 
more 
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3 moi flagrant madneſsiſthan to be ſolicitous 
E: ohtyiroſfincrealc our income, that: is ho π f. 
| inftame our accounts) whereas, in albreafon; 
our concern ought ta be ho to clear them, 
hy laying out what We receive according to 
the avaſt repoſed in us.. And therefore, my 
BZ brethren, how much we receive of the good 
| things of this world, let that be at the will 
of dur Maſter; but be it our concern to dif- 
burſe them as we ought---Surely then, in this 
reflexion, we ſhould be ſo far from deſiring 
to be immenſely rich, or envying the condi- 
tion of thoſe that are ſo, that even if no 
le attended the attainment of wealth, 

nor auxicty the keeping of i it, nor vexation 
. the loſs; we ſhould rather envy the: ſafety 
| and the ſecurity of thoſe who are not tempted 
with ſuch dangerous bleſſings, but are hap- 
$ pily delivered by Almighty God, from the 
| heavy account of a great eſtate, and the curſe 
5 of a covetous mind. 

If we muſt deſire without bounds, let us 
apply to proper objects: unbounded deſires 
ſhould have objects that are ſo too. Let. us 
then turn our whole hearts to thoſe man- 
fions of bliſs, where only there is fulneſi of 
19, fulneſs without ſatiety, joy without ' 
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mercy conduct us all, through the merits 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


led ceaſe from troubling; they hear not 
the voice of the oppreſſor. There, where all 


unenvied ifelicity, God of his infinite 


and abundance without ' avarice! Poſſeſſions 
will enjoy 


equally unenvied, unfading, and undiſturbed t 
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at the ſame time that his ind 


a 
* 


- 
N 
” „ 
* 
N 
$ - * « 
. * - 7 
— * P n Þ = 2 =$ ” 
wet „ & + + a4 2 4 * 
* + ö ” Py — * a 1 
I 2 5 
0 . 1 4 


Ver. 6. Go 70.7 


- a . = N „ ho | 5 a 4 * | 3 
. = Ry cone” > th V. V D Y 2 : =P Bn 8 | A & >> * 0 S. 2 9 
| 1 : — 82 2 7 8 . 
5 - . 2 . 80 8 WV | E. 2 7 * U. oO 
| 225 2 SE” "Sq — = * S UV => 9 2 9 QU 2 2 2 

| 6 S . 7 — 99 1 A 5 3 = Tc 2 — © Q 8 2 
* In = Þ 18338548 
e $250 "FEY PURLDE CE a © 
3 po=m4 * £ __ 2 8 Y SEPT 3 98 
CB F 8 V Q 858 LY E > 3 © 

op HY: $58 8 R-Jges 24% 1 

331 5 8 44 25S 8 82 
4 ak - +; - 8 1 2 © —_ 1 % 8 5 Un © ow co bans ba & Au 7 

1 EE: — = 3. 4 nQ. . 4 A 2 O 222 => 
| | | = « „ A + 4 2 oP 0 — Law UW Us 2 
2 D 321722 S 48 3 8 

8 1 28 2 

N 8 S >= © SAE 3 8 
* We O — 8 2 
28 a © . 2 


= we, ” 4 ” Oo d 
9 4 . 
* 
- 
* 
* as. 
y ” T 
1 


350 De Great Lmportance Ser. 17. 
Were too lazy to put any dpa Fs — 


ohilaſopby,. many precepts mult = — 


and many books, turned over; ang they muſt 
have reſolved upon a regular courſe of ſtudy 
and diſcipline, before they could attain * 
habits, and that wiſdom they wanted; and 

this he knew would be death to them, even 
to think of: and therefore the ſhorteſt me- 
thod he could take with them, and indeed 
the ſhorteſt courſe that could poſlibly be taken 
for their amendment, was to remit them for 
inſtruction to the ant: where they needed only 
to look and learn; where, ſtretched at length 
by the ſide of a ſunny bank (as proper a ſitua- 
tion for ſloth as their hearts could wiſh) th 
might ſee all the ſurpriſing effects of induſtr 
and learn all the fruits and advantages of it, 
at their caſe, - Without ſtirring from the ſpot, 
Without the expence either of toil or ſtudy, 


and, in ſhort; without any other labour than 


that of keeping their cyes open. | 
Here, might they behold a little creature 
labouring under a load of more than four 
times its own bulk, and conveying it with 
inceſſant induſtry to the common ſtore; and 


AH 7 - | it 


pong , ä T 
PEI 3 n . 


er. y. of EA Inyo: 
if he faintedʒ and grew unequal to * tk, 
he might ſoon have the pleaſure to ſee a good 
natured neighhbur haſtening to his aſhiſtance3, 
the loaded ants going in one way, and the 
unloaded going out . that they might 
not obſtruct one another in their paſſage. 


In the courſe of a few _ loitering, he 


might obſetve the common ſtock of proviſion! 
immenſely increaſed: and, n muſt be a 
contemplation of great pleaſure to ſuch a ge- 
nius, he might obſerve; that the labours of 
the year ended with the harveſt; that, when 
they had no met to gather, they had no 
more to do, but to fit down and enjoy what 
they had got: that they had provided con- 
venient coverings for themſelves, and gra- 
naries for their food; and were under no ne- 
ceſſity of ſuffering the ſeverities of the win« 
ter- ſeaſon, but were warmly lodged in the 
miqdſt of peace and plenty; and never need 
put their foot out of doors, unleſs, perhaps, 
to ſun themſelves, or theit proviſions, after 
a glut of rain: which were no more than 4 
pleaſant recreation after ſo long confine- 
ment. And, laſtly, he could not but ob- 
ſerve, with conſcious ſname, that he never 
met with one idler in the whole community ; 
3 A a that 
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that every individual Wenn a abing 


to tlie publick fund; and beſt conſulted his 
own good, nm for the good of 


the whole ee 07. dune bolinp! 

When the ſluggard had obſerved all: this 
at his caſe; one would think it would not be 
very: Hard for him to turn it into:anuſeful 
leflon of life; and to reaſon thus fhortly and 
pertinently upon it--Lalſo amia member of ſo- 
ciety, and ſhould I be utterly infignificant in 
it? Was J made to be leſs important than 
an ant! or, Am I leſs bound to contribute 
to the good of the commũnity? ls not my 


own inſeparable from it? and ſhall I not co- 


operate for the common good? Every ſo- 
ciety hath a fund of wealth, beſt acquired by 
honeſt arts: from whence alſo ariſe the other 


national funds of power, credit, and eſteem: 


Should Ibe inſignificant to all theſe purpoſes? 
and can I be happy and honourable, if I be? 
Let me reflect, if I alſo can have reſolu - 
tion and induſtry enough to labour out my 
ſeaſon; like the ant, I ſhall not only contri- 
bute to the public good, but ſhall alſo, pro- 
bably, be able to get myſelf a comfortable 
proviſion for life.. Life alſo hath its ſeaſons, 
like the year: the time of health and ſtrength 
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are its ſummer, and its autumn: if Lemploy 
theſe, as I ought, in ſome uſeful and honeſt 
purſuit; I:ſhall; in all probability, have ac- 


quired where withal to ſupport me in the 


winter of life, when the ſeaſon of labour is 
over, and when eaſe and reſt will be very 


agreeable and deſirable to me: How infinite- 


ly happy ſhall I be, if Ican live to ſee the day 
when I fhall have nothing to do but to ** 
and drink, and take my reſt! 5 
And here we ſee the exceeding wiſdom of 
Solomon ð propoſing the ant to the imitation 
of idlers, becauſe it is an example that ſhould 
excite them to induſtry, even for the intereſt 
of their ſloth; foraſmuch as it inſtructs us, 
that a ſhort courſe of unwearied induſtry is 
the ſureſt means to purchaſe a long Vacation 
of caſe, and uninterrupted reſt. 
It is not barely upon this principle, but 
upon others of more moment, that I ſhall 
endeavour to illuſtrate the wiſdom of early 
induſtry (the moſt important of all ſocial du- 


ties) to this audience; and when the wiſdom 
of this virtue hath ſufficiently; recommended 


it to you, I hope you will need no other mo- 


tive to engage 227 in an earneſt dels and 
. — of it. N reiht 58 
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3 54 The Great Importance — 
The importance of this virtue to the public 
Needs no proof; foraſmuch as it is ſelf- evi- 


dent, that no man can be an uſeful member 


of ſociety, who doth not, ſomę way or other, 
contribute either to its peace, honour, ſe- 
curity, or intereſ#: and how this can be done, 
without a proper exerciſe and improvement 
either of the powers of his body, or mind, 
or both, in ſome uſeful purſuit, is 'utterly 
inconceivable. And therefore I fhall con- 
tent myſelf With ſhewing the advantage of 
induſtry to every man in his private capa- 
city. 


And, firſt, 3 is wiſe with regard to 
the intereſts and concerns of the body : we 


were made for labour, and a certain portion 


of exerciſe is abſolutely: neceſſary to our 
health and ſtrength ; and the body can no 


more be preſerved in vigour without it, than 


without its natural food. What the con- 


dition of our conſtitution in paradiſe might 
be, is not caly to ſay: but it is evident, 
that from the moment man was driven from 


that delightful ſeat, and condemned to ſup- 
port his life by the ſweat of his brow, la- 
bour is become neceſſary to our well-being: 
and tho it was pronounced upon Adam as 
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a curſe, and in puniſhment - of his tranſgre(- 


ſion: yet, whether it were to manifeſt the 
continuance of that curſe upon his poſteri- 
ty, or rather, in the uſual courſe of the Di- 
vine mercy, to turn curſes into bleſſings, to 
ſuch as patiently ſubmit to his chaſtenings, 


and make a right uſe of them; thus much is 


certain, that we are doomed to labour from 
that day to this! Go and nature demand it 
of us; and if we cannot be happy with =o 
we muſt be miſerable without it. 

As our conſtitutions are now mortal wad 
corruptible, it is evident, that, in ſome part 
or other of them, we die daily: and when 
thoſe periſhing. parts become uſcleſs to the 
ſtrength and vigour of the body, they are 
a load and incumbrance to it; and if not 


thrown off by exerciſe, or otherwiſe, be- 


come matter of diſeaſe and infirmity to us; 
and when they grow {o numerous as to cor- 


rupt the maſs of blood, if we have not 
ſtrength enough to throw them off in the 
diſcharges of gouts and fevers, we muſt fi ink 


and dit mer them. 


Now, the true and natural way of getting 


rid of theſe noxious humours, is, by exert- 
ing the body in ſome uſeful labour, by which 
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its health and ſtrength. may be preſerved and 
improved ; and, when the body is in vigour, 


the labours of life will rather be a pleaſure, 5 re 
| than a toil to itz 3 for the body finds as ſtrong th 
| and natural a pleaſure in employing its m 


i | powers to their proper ends, as the mind 
does in the purſuit of truth, or in tie em. 
| ployment of any of its faculties to their pro- 
per ends. And, on the other hand, a ſtate 
of idleneſß and inaRtivity i is as naturally irk- 
| ſome. toa man in full health, when the buſi- 
neſs of life calls for his ſtrength and induſtry, 
E as it is to a generous ſteed to be rein d in, 
when he is drawn out to the courſe. The 
perfection and happineſs of every being, and 
every. thing in this world, conſiſts in the 
[ right application and exertion of their powers 
4 to the true ends and purpoſes for which they 
1 were ordained; and whenever they are di- 
4 verted from thoſe ends, or applied to other 
purpoſes, they become uſeleſs and unhappy. 
---If the body be not employed, it becomes 
bloated, languid, and enervate: ſloth ſeizes 


it at firſt, and all the infirmities of life purſue 
ſloth; and then the languid pleaſures of in- 


activity are followed by the ſharp pains of 
Now and racking diltempers: whereas la- 
bour, 
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bour, as. it ĩs the ſure pledge of health, ſo 
zs it the ſure ſource of all thoſe pleaſures that” 
reſult from it: nay, experience teaches us, 
that the ſpirits are raiſed by exerciſe into a 
more conſtant chearfulneſs and vivacity, than. 
can be ſupplied even by the moſt generous 
wines: Nay, there is a pleaſure even in the 
wearineſs that ſucceeds temperate exerciſe, 
which far excels all the enjoyments of ſloth: 2 
and if the labours, and even the languors, of 
induftry.be agreeable, ſurely the refreſhments 
ofitmuſt be doubly delightful.It was St. Pauls 
rule, that if any would not work, neither 
ſhould they eat. And this i is not only moral- 
ly juft and righteous, but it is naturally 18 
The end of food is to ſupply the waſtes of 
the body from labour; ; therefore if men will 
not labour, neither ſhould they eat; and. if 
they will eat, yet they had better not: for 
they muſt do i it without appetite, and with- 
out pleaſure. and, after all, when they have 
taken in their food, it will turn more into 
diſeaſe than digeſtion. This is the true ſtate 
and ſettled rule of life ; but there are excep- 
tions to this rule: there are who live only 
to eat; whereas labour, a as it is intitled to 
refreſhment, ſo it is intitled to health and 
Aa 4 ha ppineſs 
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358 The Great 1 Seng 
happineſs from that refreſhment. What an 
exquiſite reliſh does it give to the plaineſt and 
coarſeſt food! and what ſoftneſs even tg a 
pillow of ſtone! The ſeep. of 4 labouring 
man is ſweet, ſays Solo ; Whereas the 
very reſt and eaſe of the flothful i is a burden 
to him: for it is certain, that as men may 
eat till the moſt delicious foods loſe all their 
reliſh, ſo they may reſt till feathers loſe all their 
ſoftneſs, till pillows and beds of down can 
ſupply them with no one eaſy ſpot wheręeon to 
recline their languid head; and if they chance 
to doze in that uneaſy condition, that ſleep, 
which is a refreſhment to a body weatied 
with labour, can be only an additional 
4 gricyance to a body that is, wearied with 
| reſt. _ „ , 
But this is not all; for as induſtry, pro- 
cures a ſtock of chearful health, without 
which the good things of this life cannot 
be enjgyed, ſo is it naturally fitted to pro- 
cure a fund of good things for the enjoy- 
ment of life; for all theſe are the purchaſe 
of induſtry, as the want of them is the pu- 
niſhment of ſloth. He becometh poor, ſays 
| | the. wiſe man, that dealeth with a. ſlack 
| band, but the hand of the diligent mow” 
| ric 
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rich. And again: The hand of the diligent 
fall bear rule, but the ſlot hful ſhall be under 
tribute. The ſoul of the Haggard defireth, 
and hath nothing; but the ſoul of the dili- 
gent ſhall be made fat.--- The drunkard and 
the glutton ſhall come to poverty, and dro 22 
neſs ſhall clothe a man with rags. And there- 
fore, whoever deſires to lay up a ſufficient 
ſtore of the good things of this life, for the 
conſolation and ſupport of hisold age, let him 
take care to employ his youth in an honeſt 
induſtry ; ; for this is the only ſure means of 


procuring thole bleſlings.--- And if he fails 
to do this; let him reſt aſſured, that, in the 
decline of life, he will be purſued by two of 
the crueleſt evils in life, remorſe and ans; 
ty! fruitleſs remorſe, and unpity' d poverty: 

whereas the diligent ſhall not only have 
wherewithal to ſupply his own wants, bur 
to relieve the wants of others. The ſloth- 

ful (as Solomon expreſſes it) coveteth grecdi. 
ly all the day long; but the righteous 1458 
he that exerteth an honeſt induſtry) giveth, 

and ſpareth not. The man that hath raiſed 
himſelf by an honeſt induſtry, giveth, and 
ſpareth not; knowing, that, as to the wealth 
and affluence of this world, thereis no good 
2 
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in them, but for a man to roles an 40 


good in his life; and that every man pon 3 N 


eat and drink,” and enjoy the good of All his 
labour : this is the gift of 60D. - And 


therefore, as far as pleaſure is preferable to 


pain, and health to diſeaſe; as far as ſpright- 
lineſs exceeds ſtupidity, and ſound: ſleep, dif- 
turbed dreams; as far as freedom is prefer- 
able to ſervitude, and dominion to depend- 
ence; as far as plenty, and a power of doing 
good, ſurpaſs pining deſire, and pinching po- 
yerty - ſo far is induſtry wiſer and better than 


ſloth, even with regard to, the concerns of 


the body. | 

But, 244), Induſtry is wiſe, with regard 
to the intereſt of the ſoul. — Virtue and 
knowlege are to the ſoul, what health and 
ſtrength are to the body ; the ſame induſtry 
is equally perfective and uſeful, and the ſame 
indolence equally ruinous and deſtructive, to 
both: the ſame floth, that brings diſcaſes 


upon the body, brings vices and evil affections 


upon the foul I went by the field of the 
flothful; ſays Solomon, and by the vineyard 
of the man void of underſtanding : and, lo?! 
. was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles 


e, EARLY InDvsTry,” 36k 
nettles had covered the face thereof: und 
the ſtone wall thereof was broken down. 
The field and vineyard of the lothfal are 
exact emblems of his mind: inſtead of g grapes 
and} olives, inſtead of the nobleſt, fruits 
of culture and- ſtudy, it is over run with 
thorns. and nettles, and evil weeds, of every 
kind ʒ with noxious vices, with perverſe, ap- 
petites, and vexatious humours, that tear, 
and ſting, and are equally vexatious to him- 
ſelf, and all around him, without any more 
diſtinction than the briers and nettles of his 
vineyard make between their owner and 
any one elſe that walks thro” them: nay, 
not only ſo, but its wall is broken down, its 
fence of virtue and knowlege is in ruins; 
nor has it any thing to defend it from the in- 
truſion and A e of vice; it is now an 
open prey to every invader. . 

Plato tells us, that induſtry is as ob 
preferable to idleneſs, as brightneſs i is to ruſt; 


plainly implying, that idleneſs is to the 


mind what ruſt is to metals; and in truth it 
is ſo: it does not only tarniſh its luſire, and 
make it unfit for uſe, but it alſo eats into it. 
The mind was formed for exerciſe as well as 


the body; and, if it be unemployed, it Will 
N not 
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362 We Great Importance Ser. 17. 
it will not only grow ruſty and dull, but it will 
alſo prey upon itſelf. And tho it ſhould not 
degenerate altogether into the condition af 
the fluggard' s vineyard, tho it ſhould not 


fall into all the ruin and devaſtation of vice; 


yet will it never want thorns and nettles, it 
will never want ſufficient ſupplies of ſpleen 
and evil appetites, to puniſh the neglect of 
honeſt purſuits, and uſeful attainments.— 
The deſire of the flothful killech him, fays 
Solomon for his hands refuſe to labour. 
And ſure it muſt be a ſtate of miſerable tor- 
ment, paſſionately to deſire what we ſee we 

ſhall not enjoy, and cannot be at the pains 


to procure: and it is obvious to obſerve in 


the world numbers of men repining to death 
every day, at the advancement of others to 
honour and eminence from the improve- 
ment of thoſe abilities which were natural- 


ly, perhaps, interior to their own: and yet 
all this is. but the juſt and natural reward of. 


honeſt induſtry, in proof of that excellent 
obſervation of the wiſe man, in 22d chap. 


of his Proverbs, 29th verſe. Seeſt thou a 
man diligent in his buſmeſs ? he ſtall fland 


before kings; he ſpall not Hand before mean 
men. 


Again, 
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Again, Induſtry is yet farther wiſe with 
regard to the concerns of the ſoul, becauſe 
a proper improvement in kaowlege is ne- 
ceſſary to all conditions in life. Every man 
does not need to be a merchant, or a me- 
chanic; but every man ſhould be a man of 


knowlege, and, if poſſible, a man of learn: 


ing, at leaſt, in his own profeſſion. —For 
this reaſon the antients, tho they had but 


one Ceres, and one Vulcan, one deity that 


preſided over the labours of the hammer, and 


the plow; yet had they nine Muſes, becauſe 
their aid was uſeful to men of every cha 


racter and condition in life. Learning! is an 
acceſſion of new light, and new knowlege; 
and new light, and new knowlege, willal- 
ways be uſeful to inform and guide us to 
more advantage in every purſuit; 3 and there 
is ſcarcely any art ſo mean and mechanic, to 
which learning might not be both orna- 
mental and uſeful : there is ſcarcely one pro- 


feſſion in the world, where a right applica- 
tion of knowlege would not carry us to un- 


common degrees 0 eminence. And if learn- 
ing be thus honourable in every other pro- 


feſlion, ſurely where it is itſelf the principal, | 


if not the ſole profeſſion, the want of it 
| muſt 
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muſt be infinitely reproachf ul! and yet there 
is no medium, men muſt either want it, or 


take pains to attain it: and hence it is that 
Miner va, the goddeſs of wiſdom, Wer 
the antients, had the epithet of Egys⁰s, 
the avorker, given her, to ſney that none 
but the induſtrious were W p to DEE" Wu 
_— (932 ee ts 

Now, as eh is to be bined hl 
for the ſupport of age, ſo is nen allo 
with more reaſon: 

22 Becauſe it is an higher and Sobler " 
tainment. And, 2h, Beokiiſe age, which 
for the moſt part adds to' our Wealth) from 
the acceſſion of avarice, and the retrench- 
ment of the expenſive paſſions, takes away 
from our knowlege, by impairing the 
powers of the mind; and that, when we want 
it moſt both for our own credit, and the in- 
ſtruction of others: and therefore we ſhould 

take care to be plentifully provided. Wife 
men, ſaith Solomon, layup boocblege welt 
knowing it is the nobleſt and molt valuable 
treaſure they can poſſibly lay up: and if, as 
the ſame wiſe man obſerves, the grey head 
is the beauty of old men, it is beyond all 


doubr, that wiſdom is the glory of the grey 


head. 
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head.. O. how: :comely.a thing 15 juag- | 
ment far grey hairs l (ſays the viſe Son of 


hs 


4. 


Sirach) i and for ancient men to buou- 
caunfel ! O how: comely ir the uiſdom f 
old men, and undenſtauding and counſel to 
men of Honqur! Eccl. xxv. 4, . And there 
fore, as knowledge is better than ignorance; 
and virtue than vice; as far as culture exceeds. 
wildneſs and barbarity, and brightneſs excels 
ruſt; · as light is more lovely than darkneſs, 
and counſel more becoming the grey head 
than uninformed dotage; ſo far is diligence 

wiſer, and better, and more valuable, than 


idleneſs, with regard « even tow the) A 
nme os rel 
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a to the temporal concerns of the ſoul, 
it muſt ſurely be much more ſo with regard 
to its eternal intereſt. There are many pur- 
ſuits that are proper and ornamental in life; 
there are many of high concern; but there is 
ene only of infinite importance: there are 
many of excellent uſe; but there is one only 
of abſolute neceſſity: and happy, beyond all 
compariſon, wiſe and happy, are they who 


have eur choſen that better part. — 7 he 
ear 


ö 
' 
q 
ö 
. 
: 
3: 3 ny 
$ 11 
. 4 
: : ©! 
1 4 It 
1 
1 
1 
: 
* t 
1 1 f 
+ f 
+. 
* i it 
1 
. * 
19 
5 
i 
i Ig] „ 
, N 
i 
* 14 
\ 1 
i 
72 7 nn 
4 2 
41 
bt! 4 
7 HRT 
; Il we 
: 1K FE 
3.5 7 
Id 7 17 n 
N 
; j 1 
! ht 
3 24% 
- "7, — 
1 
: : 1 is 
3 38 
3; 711088 
11 
” fi 
1 
1 
: " 
5 
- 17 » 
FF T 
; : * 
[ FERNR 
ö * 
11 
. * 1 
ft 
N 1 
1 
j x. 
14 05 
4 3 118 
1 
' th 
[ 171 
, [7 U 
| | He 
1 
ap 4 
4 6 * 1 
+ FRED 
: ö a 
e 
' . i 
N "FIN 
n 
| 1 4 
L n 
4 i * . 
279 4. 
12 . 
$ 
' F 
: ' 
| | * 
| y 
1 
I; 
1 
N . 4 
i N 
_ 1 
1 *. 
= , 
5 N LE 
2 


4 4 of the 74 7 . en ts. the be 


* - 
Me 


application - of Intics is Arch true i 

ſenſe: the feat of the Lok is — 
tion and the top of all wiſdom: - That eatly- 
and prudent caution, which is the parent and 
the} companion of true wiſdom; beſt eutuls 
into the mind, and dwells there; from an 
iwe of religion, from the ſenſe of an iafiriige- 
ly wife and powerful Being always preſent to 
every motion if ou mind, and every action 
of our lives; and there is not a thought in 
our heart that is hid from him: and as this is 
the belt ptiticiple of that caution and conſi- 
deration which ſhould ebnduct dur lives; fo 
is the end it aims at, at once the wiſeſt and 
the nobleſt purſuit of reaſonable beings: if 
it be wiſe thay up early treaſures upon 
earth, where tioth and ruſt doth corrupt, and 
thieves break through and fteals is it not 
infinitely mote ſo, to da up for your /elves 
treaſures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
ruſt can corrupt, and where thieves cannot 
break through and ſteal? If it be wiſe to 
| | lay 
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Ser. 17. of EARU Mean. ho 
lay up early treaſures of knowlege, for the 
conduct of life, for the improvement of our 
profeſſions and faculries, and for the honour 
and ornament of our advanced years, to ſup- 
port us with dignity in the decline of life; 
is it not infinitely more fo, diligently. to. 
ſearch after that knowlege that will adorn 
our Chriſtian profeſſion," and treafure up 
thoſe precepts that will conduct us to ever- 
laſting glory, and give us honour in the 
{iight of angels? Thou fluggard, if it be 
wiſe in thee to learn of the ant, to make 
proviſi on for the winter of life, for one ſhorr 
and uncertain ſeaſon; is it not- infinitely 
more ſo, to lay up for all eternity. for a 
life of endleſs duration and inconceivable 
Be 
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SERMON XVIL 


P N v. XIV. 30 
A found heart is the life of he fe; ; 
but envy the rottenneſs, of the bones. 


7 is agreed among moraliſts, that all the 


reduced to this one great principle of uni- 
verſal benevolence, Viz. That we lay it down 
as the fix d and fundamental rule of all our 
actions, to do all manner of good, and to 
abſtain from all manner of evil. 


beauty and agrecableneſs of it, both to our 
oben nature, and the Divine will, are theſe : 
1. That (however men of narrow appre- 
henſions may imagine otherwiſe, yet) all 
mankind in reality conſktt their own intereſt 


4 beſt, when they contribute to the good of 


. the whole. 2. That there is an intrinſic 
by pleaſure reſulting from the practice of virtue, 
pad Bb3 | and 


laws of nature, as far they comprehend „ 
the duties we owe to one another, may be 


The motives to this conduct, beſides the | 
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and fücdfl 26 Heth A tatual tendency to peace” 
of mind; and health of body. And, 3. That 
ir l decsimehds us to tft love 
M of all matikind. 14 noiſteꝗ eyoiho 
ier&as? on "the <contrary," ahgmfh of 
Heart, Hatred, diſeſtcem, and inſecurity; are 
the natural rewards of i iniquity, even in this 


world: and as this is nowhere more conſpi- 


cucus tliän in the paſſion and vice of envy, 


now before us; ſo the contraſt bet wixt that, 
and a humane, benevolent, good · natured 
diſpoſttibn, is nowhere more ſtrongly and 
beautifully expreſſed than in the words of 
my text: A ſound heart is the life of the 
feſb; 755 ut enby the rottenneſs. of the bones. 
A ſound heart, or, as the original may other- 
wiſe, be rendered, 4 heart of lenity, or me- 
dicine. All which are meant to ſignify, that 
a benevolent, good-tiatured e is4 
kindly ? enial, vital principle z that infy ſecs 
balfrt Ek caling into the lobe! and pro- 
del 2 firong pleaſure, like that which re- 
ſults, tra am good. heah . and A right "rem 
Peel beide envy is 4 Leben that 
ſours and « d corrupts, lets all [the har © urs upon 
the fret, and i Is the direct cotitrididtion ro 
happineſs and wein: the bane of all that is 
good, 
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300 _ Pan and deſireahle, in 
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odious paſſion in i Flight, and 
as hateful gc ou: a5 it is eee e, 
ſhall endeayour im the following diſconrls. ro 
ſhew SPRoyo viinnins 10 2518 % leon — 
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952 Therclis a rang xcalouly df pro eminence 
and — 3 in our nature b 


a „Whem th ore arg Xoot' ir 
good wind, it is called Emulation: Now 


emulation is alſo an uneaſineſs decaſidnedt by 


the good fortune of otliers; but not becauſe 
we. fepine at their proſperity; but becauſe 
we ourſtel ves have not attained the ſame good 
ſucceſs. The effect of this principle is, to 
excite us to great deſigns; and worthy pet- 
formances. Twas This that made Cæſur 
weep at the ſight-of Alexander's ſtatue; to 
think chat he had already paiſed tllat age at 
which ur 1 here Had mum the 
Wörld. 1 ene e DIL 
But en this ves meets with af 
evil, corrupt diſpoſition, it then Aegerwttes 
into Envy, the moſt malignant and hateful 
Paſtor in human nature, the worſt weed of 
wort foil!” An@this'is ſo far fr fktf. 
ring us up to worthy imitations and Taudable 
pürſuits / chat it takes à quite comtrary me- 
thod and labour re tant and depreciate,” 
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ger. ear "of BN WW 3786 
| ir it unh not ſo much Wer to 
—— 100 . mn neee bot 
Now this paſſion affects us | Dy vel; 
tion to out.:cquals 57 at leaſt thoſe chat we 
think ſhould be ſo, if ſome good dum of 
fortune had not raiſed them abe und and 
the teaſon of it ſeems to be this! hohath 
plenſed Goo to implant in us all, ſtrong de- 
fires of power and alſluence: but foraſmuch 
as there is no certain portion of theſe Rreck 
nor any ſtandard ſettled, by which it may be 
determined hen any man enjoys either of 
theſe in proportion to his merits; the only 
way of eſtimating our ſueceſs in the artain- 
ment of them, is, by comparing our for- 
tune with thoſe of like: birth, ot education; 
or condition of life with ourſelves: if we 
find we have equaled or exceeded theſe, the 
natural conſequence is joy and complacence 
in munen but if we are exceeded by 
ation, or Envy: Emulation, if 
s and good men (for then this 
of our equals is a newſpur to 
our induſtry; and urges us on to honeſt put. 
ſairs); hut Envy, if we are dorrupt and orth- 
leſs; for then we are prompted to deery and 
leſſen what we cannot equal; that fo; at 
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level iam dur can t bear to behold ab 


| un? Hon CO", AMO} io 1a. 
From hang it follows, that vis ae dom 
enyyo thoſe hom their birth and fortune 
haye placed greatly aboye us, nor thoſe that, 
arg ver far inferior to ns; | becauſe, nęichen of 
theſe are the ſtandatds by which we meaſure. 
our own. felicity: neither do. we; cnyy. the. 
dead, nor men of remote and foreign rc: 
gionss becauſe, with theſe, we can have no. 
contention, or competition of honour and 
pre- emi . 5 19610 2645 tn uups it 1890 
Now, the perſons molt ſubject 0 this un 
happy paſſion of Enyyare, 1/f, The cowetouʒ 
becauſe theythink every thing raviſhe 
themſelves, that acceurs; 10 Their equals;., 
imagining that, if it had not been for their 
interpoſition, they might have attained choſe 
advantages that were equally in their each. 
aal (If theſe may juſtly. be diſtinguiſned 
from the covetous) men of little and mean 
ſpicits are moſt ſubject to Enyy c becauſe Fo! 
theſe every. thing appears. great Aud; qxtrao! 
dinaryitasif; their minds bore (oe ale f 
| dope: glaſſes, which magaify; in pro- 
portion to their littlenceſs. 
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4 - 34/y/0Mer of exttadtdinaty endowinchts 
and abilzttes dor that are renowned onlac- 
count of ſome uncommon excellence, 
mighty petfotmances: Andl, in general men 
that are ſtudious of the fame attaininents; 
whether'of Wealth, or“ wiſdom, or Valeur 
3 ſabject to Envy; berauſe 
their intereſts either do, or at leaſt are often 
imagined? te interfere, and therefore they 
cannot: bear a rival. "Twas this ſet e 
and Cefar at mortal variance, becauſe, as 
the hiſtotians obſerve, the one could not 
bear an equal, nor the other a ſuperiot! 
Proud men allo are remarkably Labjeto. 
this'vice, -cſpecially if their pride be founded 
upon wealth; beauty, birth, or any other 
conſideration diſtinct from real merit, if they 
have no real and valuable advantages to pride 
themſelves upon (ſuch as learning, wiſdom, 
virtue, ox uſeful arts, of ſome kind, wheres. 
by the World may be beneſited); becauſe 
then their bitth, or wealth, or other acci- 
dentał er Imaginary ad vantages, being their 
only diſtin ions above ther, they cannot. : 
ar to fee thoſe men group into eſtecm, 
and wealth, and honout, by the force of thait 


own merit, who before were their iufe⸗ 
riors; 
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Envy beczüfe they fee the pur poſſe 


thoſe advantages ch once Were CY 
and 4 gre the) ; ne they have yet a 
ers. 5 9 E. 5608 b 0 . Ng. 229 C0. 
+ 17 eY 1e Ft 
ee thus nabing Kew Jen the e ni. 
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TL 10 dle the « Gmpcoms by which it 
may be known. And, 1 35 


Fun, It is a ſhrewd gn of our eo 
any perlon, when we find ourſeſves àverſe 


WE 


== 


from doing him good offices; for" this is a 


great corruption of nature! which, in its 


— 


purity; is ſocial and Benevolent, + vo 


ſtrong propenſity to acts of "kingnels' and 
edodnch, as welt as aAtort Fa 2 in 175 
performance "of "6 them: 1 7 


18. 4 


narrow! TA) prindf jc, etl ir nconfittent ; 
wa cy, WER 15 the firſt 


with der univerſa; 0 
dictate of tincorti haute? 18} which our 
worn Saviour W to üs às the di- 
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fn ai by d funda etal duty of his-fol- 

OW mY yet. one. Ne ther 
<a ide and ambition (which are almoſt 
inſep 0 le ingredients Envy) Goulg find 
eee 
cor ere it ic indigent to caſe the oppreſſed 
and to comfort the afflied ;.to bengfis ont 


1% whois Y 


enemies, and to do good for evil, are, in 
reality, the happieſt employments and nobleſt 
criumphs, of human nature! and Lam con 
dent would always be thought ſo, if it were 
not for that corrupt, ſelfiſh principle, that 
checks and cramps every thing that is good 
and noble in our nature: and tlierefeſe itlis 
much to be ſuſpected, that avarice is the 
great root of Envy; becauſe that is fd apt 
to repreſent every thing as loſt, and taken 
away from ourſelves, that is given to an- 
other: as if we were neceſſarily injured by 
every thing by which another is beneficed- 
ut, M 17145 19 vo? 
A ſecond, Ant Envy, and a much 
fuer than the former, is, when we are 
4 pleaſed with the evil of others. This is ſuch 
= Aa degree of cc << corruption, as reyerſes our whale: 
nature, and renders. is, the, veer enn ö 
en it us be. It is a corruption p 
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3Z the Sf eatfcd iti: | 
55 and is An en in 1 80 
it fiatft eit Raugtlarity Art it, that It Hart evil 
Wat ite bfekt, in in Enlitient deg rec, above 
af Geher ol Who Ries u 150 
ubruty and ontrigeots 4s it 1 RN LY 
by tiins or itlfittion, and for tile moſt Part 
good nature and befrlehbbfente; 
and nothing in nature, but Envy, is ieatfity- 
3 -ntly malignant: 124110 Ip. i 
34%, Another ſy nptom of Em „ 18, i 
cenſotious diſpoſition; and this dichbers it. 
ſelf tithet in induftriouſly ſtlencing the gocd 
actions of others, or expoſing tlie bad: But 
indeed it ſeldom reſts here. It extends it. 
ſelf even to the doubtful and indifferent; 
nay, too often, to the good and virtuous: 
and ſedom fails, either by unchiaritable in- 
rerptetations, or ſtrained confequetices;* to 
affix ſome colour or intention of evil to 
them. And becauſe it is often een in this 
ſhape;and is always odious in all ſhapes thete- 
fort it uſes à vatiety of artifices te Hide 
ideen. — — 
dwnieck It 18 ät tie 
ſame ine the beit becauſe ther is no cr. 
celicnes in this world that a its allay. 
7 Learning 
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of vit and.de ay; it is a nicet dalle 
that 79 58 0 dillike, and difoliſhahs, 
accompliſhpy ents and pertormanccgot others: 


ur ſtill | with AN; ait of canten 


„cer 
Tue iat ſymptom — — 


tion, 15, diſcontented, querulous difpoli-., 

tion, Tepining at the diſpenſations of Provis.. 
dence; thart jc foundations are out of courſe. 
virtue and merit are d elpiſcd. and opprelled, - 
and nothing but vice and villain proſper, 
and carry all before them! and yet, When 


aan en enquired. into, it will be 


ound. perhaps, to mean no more than that 
: e complainant is not in the condition 
he wiſhes, tg, he; or, in other worden that 


eh worthleſs, n n ale is not at 


a the 
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ths moſt ps eg vice! |; Nar-ing ie folly of 
it leſß conſpicuous than the impietꝝ 4. fotaf- 
much as the true way to happineſs and pto- 
ſperity is an honeſt induſtry, and an humble 
ſubmiſſion and entire reſignation oth * 
diſpenſations of the Divine Providence; and and 
not to graſp at any thing that was not in- 
tended for us; becanſe, when we do, we 
are ſute of vexation SV diſappoin ment. 
This querulous and cenſorious diſpoſition is 
attended with this farther ill conſequence, | 
that it too often degenerates into doubts, 
and deſpondency, concerning the Provi- 
dence of God, and. eee in the horzors 
of deſpair. | | 
And thus much for the ſeveral ſymptoms 
of . > proceed, in the third place; | 


III. To caquire into the ill effects of it: 
and theſe are of two ſorts, either to the en- 
vious perſon, or to ſociety. f 

Firſt, To the envious ane and one of 
theſe my text expreſſes, by rottenneſ to the 
bones. 


tes and diſtri an le ehe are ſunk by it, 
and the countenance becomes haggard and 
W afecret canker griaws the heart, and 
bones, Nike 4' moth fretting 4 
16! wy ere mind, in the mean time, is 
in a perpetual ferment, working, and reſt. 
le, like a troubled fea. A ſucceſſion of 
turbulent and unfuly paſſions ſeize it: all 
within is in uproar! and conſclence and re- 
. loſt in the tenuate, 

But this is not all The worſt effect of 
envy, is, the influence it hath 1 upon the mo- 
ral ſtate of the mind; it does not only kill 
our quiet, but our virtue likewiſe. And 
the reaſon is evident---All virtue conſiſts in a 
ſocial diſpoſition ; love and benevolence are 
the fountains from whence it flows: and 
therefore when envy once poiſons the mind 
with deſpite, and gall, and enmity, may we 
not juſtly ask, with St. Fames, My brethren, 
can the ſame fountain ſend forth ſweet wa- 
ter and bitter? The ſoul is called off, by 
this means, from the nobleſt objects and in- 
clinations, and perverted to the vileſt and 
the worſt; when, inſtead of being employ- 
ed in contriving our own falvation, and 

Cc pro- 


— — — a 919 rn —— — — — — — — — 
2 ds 


— — 0 — " -— —[ß— —œ 2 * 1 — — 
— ts ann mrs ne terror nn rr 
2 : — — ' ;-. ̃ -c x —— 
. ³·˙·Ä Ce 
— 


— . — —— — 


— —ͤ —— — 


- — „ 
" == > 1 . 


8 
— . parc 
ER 


— 
- rr 
* 


| 


4 
. % 
44 
Th. 
3 
Pg 
14 
1 
2 
1 


a. 4 


= —— es. =p —_— — * 
a . = hav FI 2 "a * * 
2 " - 


| and tales. both 49 ourſel tan hy. 


and r n hw 


and; tome, 


and the ewe: obſer 14:99 gase 
ed. Wo live in the World, like... 


one obvious rcaſon, Wh wicked, wen ar 
to dwell with devils in another world;z; be- 
cauſe, when once the mind is imbued with 
the malignity of vice, it is unfitted for every 
thing but the ſociety of curſed ſpirits: and 
it is as impoſſible for it to derive any conſola- 
tion from the ſociety of angels, and arch- 
angels, and all the beatitudes of heaven; 2s 
that Envy, hatred, and malice, ſnould de- 
light in love, ee and ae 
charity. - 5 We IP 
But, 24, Aer in effect . cvy 5 
hath upon the perſon poſſeſſed hy it, is, that 
it expoſes him to the juſt hatred and averſion. 


© 7 4A 4 


of all mankind; and therefore it is uttcrly 


of Goods, and — | ee 


repugnant to reaſen, and the common in - 


tereſts of life, becauſe it puts a man upon 
ſuch methods of obtaining his ends as muſt 


of t defeat his own purpoſes: for no 


man 


2 
Sort 
e 


armee 
ib h waar l 3 wrgtde me E 

ate the frienätbip and aſfiltanee of Stheis- 
try arid Alle, by deſpite ant enmf, 
1 Ad theres 


It the artifmcnt eh ene ulefual phipate- ö 
of Hfe, that It muſt of neceſſiry be the greats 
eſt flog ard inipediment to all our 'endea® 
yours; foraſmuch as it will ar once depribe 
ud, both of the love of ſociety; and the fa. 
vbur of God, and leave us Ne e deteſted | 
and deſpiſed of boom. 
But the ill effects which this' peradelous 
paſſion hatk upon ſoeicty, ate beyond all ex- 
preſfibn it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
polſon; and ſpreads its malignant influence 
where. ever it comes. Wrath is cruel, and 
anger is "Outrageous: ; but who 35 able to 
ftind before envy? ith” Solomon. Merit 
and innocence, the two great ſecurities: of 
peace and happineſs, are ſo far from being 


ſhielded againſt it, that they are the moſt of. 
all expoſtd to its malignant aſſaults, and the 


ſure objects of its fierceſt vengeance. Wit- 
neſs the violence of the ſons of Jacob, Who 
Ee 2 could 


380 eee, 
e e 9 brother 315 
. = 
dream. try [Wine 117 118 te pee of 
ae Date the man os all the carth 
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our r nature: it is 2 of i its own n malig- 
nity, and therefore tis impoſſible to relax 
it by good offices, becauſe ir juſtly regards 
all returns of kindneſs and benevolence. to 
be (as in truth they arc), the greateſt re- 
proaches to it. In one word, tis for the 
moſt part to this one fountain, that faction 
and ſtrife, murder and hatred, and infamy, 
owe their riſe; and therefore it is, that 
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whenſocyer the apoſſles ſpeak of it, they! ne- 
ver fail to join to it murders, wraths, lifes, 
malice, evil ſpcakings, Cc. to ſhe that 
theſe arc all the natural, and Auel un- 
avoidable conſequences of that paſſion. Thus 
St. Paul ( Rom. i. 29.) ſpeaking « of the ſins 
of the Gentiles, which were the conſequences 
of their irreligion, mentions, among others, 


that they were full of Envy. and then he 
im- 
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cert; malig 13 After the fame mafiner; In 
is 34 8e to te O inthians; xii. 20: he 
connects enbying s, "miſehi „ Hlfte butt. 
bitings, whiſperings. bo Peter allo con. 
nects enuyings and cit; als eakings*and'St. 
Yames aflures us, that "where rig 15 
there is con nfuſion, « and every evil Work —= — 
But ſurely e one of the moſt 25 and lamer 
able effects of Envy is, that it rages eh 
and remarkably among perſons that are ſtu- 
dious of the ſame honelf and Jaudable attain- 
ments: and therefore i it were "highly to be 
wiſh'd, that thoſe men could be brought to 
5 that where. ever there is virtue and 
induſtry, there will always be a fund of 
wealth and power, and honor, ſufficient to 
crown the deſires of any poſſible number of 
candidates in proportion to their merit; and 
that the fund of glory will always riſe 
1 with the number of its competitors. It is 
2 in this commerce, as in all others that are 
| wiſe and Well regulated; the number of fair 
traders will II the ordinary courſe of rhings, 
be ſo far EE diminiſhing, chat they muſt 
increaſe the wealth 6f a nation; and every 
ſingle man, if avarice and private intereſt do 


not infuriouſiy interpoſe, wilt be a gainer 
Ce 3 by 
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: EY 0s come now. to the aft thing, propoſed, 
w ich Was, to aſſign the beſt remedies I can 
for the cure of as pernicious paſſion. And 
the firſt rule I ſhall lay down for the remedy 
of this. evil paſſion. of Envy, is, That we 
ſettle our opinions of things, and cndea- 
your to take a tight eſtimate of them: we 
call evil good, and good evil; forgetting 
that the meaſure by which we as, 0, Inge 
of the truc. value of all things, p, 
is the price at which we find them em n rated in 


the law of GOD. The laws of Gon are the 
eternal ſtandards of good and evil: what 
they recommend as valuable, or. injoin a8 
wiſe, to be regarded, are truly ſos and what 
they diſclaim as vile, or ; forbid as ,noxiqus, 
are ſound in fact to be ky + And therefore 

the 
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to n — abe 
much that to a man Wo hath. cightly-con- 
ſidered his own nature, and the nature of 
things without him, there cannot be a clearer 
or more fix d poſition than this, that che con- 
formity of our actions to the law of Gep, 
muſt naturally tend to make us wiſe and 
happy; and, on the other hand, that ſin and 
folly, and pain, are inſeparably connected: 
If then we ſettle our judgment of things 
according to the law of God, it is a neceſſiry 
conſequence from this, that we correct the 
erroneous opinion we have of ſuperfluous 
wealth. Let us examine, Is there any bleſ- 
ſing pronounced upon wealth in the holy 
Scriptures? Not one: - | There are indetd 
gteat bleſlings pronounced upon charity and 
mercy : and theſe bleſſings are fully inſured 
to us, by being merciful after our power. 
Tf thou haſt much, give plenteouſly': If thou 
haſt little, do thy diligence glauly to giue of 
that Httle. All the great demands' of life 
are within the compaſs of a vr dee 
Ot 4 re rom- 
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eſteem all ſupetfluities to he, as really they 


Are, rrifles, that are wholly, impertinęnt to 
Hur happineſs; that can adminiſter no onc 
ſolid pleaſure or ſatisfaction of life, otherwiſe 
than by being employed to beneficent and 
Charitable purpoſes: and, even there, they 
have no more merit than what is derived 
from the goodneſs of the giver's will — 
They are deſireable, or otherwiſe, accord- 
ing to the wiſdom and virtue of the owner: 
whereas, in their ordinary uſe, they ſeldom 


ſerve any higher or nobler purpoſes than mi- 


niſtring Fuel to all the unruly paſſions that 
tear and diſtract our lives; and more particu- 


larly to Envy, the bane of all felicity: for, 
as 'Ariſiatle juſtly obſerves, the more we 


abound, and the higher we riſg in Wealth - 
and power, the leſs can we bearto be equal- 


ed or outdone.---Is it poſſible then, that a man 


in his right ſenſes can repine becauſe he 
Wants ſaperfluitics? or envy thoſe that have 
them? Or, in other words, is it poſſible 


thar: oy man in his ſenſes can repine,that Ag. 
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and envy, and avarice;" to 


torments'of life? J 


Il mention; is, that we ſhould endeavour 
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But, 2dly, e Bert gy of L 


to make a right judgment of our own worth 


and abilities; and compare our own with 
the condition of other men as impartially 
as we can: and if we do this w with any de- 


gree of equality, we ſhall find, that there are 
others in the world, at leaſt as good, as wile, 


and as valuable, as we are; and who, enjoy 


ſtations and 'advatitapes lies deſerve as, well: | 


perhaps too we ſhall find, that if merit were | 


the ſtandard of honour and affluence, we 
ſhould not abound altogether as much as we 
do; and others, that now pay court to As, 
would be raiſed to great heights above us: 
þut; at leaſt, we ſhall have abundant reaſon 


to bleſs God for the advantages of our on 
condition; and no reaſon in the world to re- 
pine at the advanced condition of others; 
we ſhall find abundant reaſon, to conclude, 
that the ſeveral ranks and diſtinctions of men 


are indeed neceſlary to the government and 
well-being | of the world; but, if we eſti- 


mate 


city, * its, —— vice, 
-mhgjon and irreligion; good and evil diſpo- 
ſitions, that make the great and: material dif- 
| ene een 
Zäaͤly, Andeher cure of envy: (an! hai | 
. effeQually ſuperſede the neeeſſity of all 
others) is, to reflect ſeriouſly upon the va- 
nity and inſignificancy of all worldly advan- 
tages. My brethren, would any man in 
his ſenſes envy a poor inſect the pride and 
the pleaſure of baſking and fluttering for a 
ſew hours in the ſun ? or envy the ſhort- 
lived flower the pride and the gaiety of thoſe 
rich delufive colours that blazon it to the 
eye, our ornament one hour, and the next 
our averſion; to- day admired; and to- mor- 
row tratmpled under foot? And ſhalt we 
mw him, whoſe ibreath ir in his noftrils? 
whoſe 
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art my father; and to the warm; 


Sat ane ul the vanities of this World but 


ſeaſon, but with no ſolid or eee 


N — Jha Goon — 
da inp who Eau Jade ren, Thas 


and my ten? Alas! what are all the faves 
either of kortane or Princes, but the” fun- | 
ſhine of a few hours, fleeting faſt enough 
itſelf in the natural Gar and yet frecquemeiy 
over caſt before the ſhort᷑ day is: dens? And 


the gaiety of a few fading colours ay 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride M life; for 


faction? -Nay more, what is life ãtſelf, What 
is the life of man, more than the life: of a 
flower? is not all feſb (as St. Peter moit 
admirably expreſſes it, I Ep. i. 24.) 4s gras, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grafi? 
tbe graſs withereth, an the e erer 


| falleth away. | 


This once nens a be ankle 
have we to do in this world, but to employ 
the little time allowed us, in the diligent di. 
charge of our duty in that ſtate of liſe unto 
Which it has pleaſed God to call us; re- 
nouncing all envious reflectians andi inquiries, 
all mean and unworthy ſalicitude about the 
n. advantages of others; and . 


4 


of, ap Ga 
bi (FA es One man, and, "ale Another, 
for wiſe-reaſons, not alway! 's obyious to vs, 
E nor. fit they ſhould be? By this 150 3: 
Ae will be prepare d for the influence and 
afſifiance' of the Holy Spirit of God, and the 
Holy Ghoſt will delight to dwell with us, 
and guide us into all truth. And to W 
end we ought. earneſtly. and inceſſantly to 

pray for God's aſſiſtance and direction i in all 
our undertakings; : and more particularly, that 
He would purify our ſouls from « envy, hatred, 
and malice, and all uncharitableneſs. And we 
| may be ſure God will never be wanting, on 
his part, to thoſe that are rightly diſpoſed, 
and capacitate themſelves for, his aſſiſtance: 
but it is vain either to hope, or beg, his aid 
in this caſe, as long as our errors remain with 
us; as long as wealth and honour are regarded 
a8 the greateſt goods, and poverty and ob 
ſcurity as the greateſt evils. 

In the laſt place; when we find ourſelves 
inclined to cenſure the actions and intentions 
of others, to filence the good, to expoſe the 
bad, and malign the innocent and indifferent; 

in this caſe, we ſhould remember and 1mi- 
tate 
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| lights in the ſalvation 


for, the ſake of even that, little portion of go 
that is in them. This conduct of the divine 
merey and goodneſy. it ſhould always be our 
earneſt care, as it will always be Sur dan 
glory and happineſs, to imitate: and one 1 
is; 
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us, as if he overlooked” the evil of « our doings, 


and immediate advantage of it, will be 
that then we ſhall be fo far on repini 


* 7 


at the good actions and good fortune of others, 


that we ſhall rejoice and take delight i in them: 
by this means we ſhall enlarge our capacity 
of happineſs, and be enabled to ſhare in all 


the felicity we either ſce, or conceive, others 
to enjoy: at the ſame time we ſhall refine 


and raiſe our nature, and be fitted for the 
ſociety of heaven; where the ſervants and 
faints of God are delighted with their mu- 


tual felicity, and where the happineſs of each 


would be exceedingly. impaired, if it were 
not participated by all: and therefore it is, 
in this reſpect, a juſt and judicious repreſen- 
tation which is made to us of heaven, un- 
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How fooliſh and /Lfounded it is in 
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Saf Pry a man , wit f bis own con- 


ceit ? There e * #6 fol 
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IU CH a reflection as this upon Pride, 


to put every man living out of conceit with 
it, that hath the leaſt remains of common 
ſenſe: nay, one would think it were enough 
to put pride out of conceit with itſelf. And 
it would certainly do fo, if it were not a vice 


as hardened as it is ignorant; that is, if it 


were not every way the moſt ſenſeleſs prin- 
ciple in human nature. And therefore Solo- 
mon very juſtly prefers a fool, that is, a man 
of the loweſt capacity, to him that is wiſe in 
his own conceit; for, by a fool, in this place, 
is not meant one entirely void of all the prin- 
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from the wiſeſt of all mortals, is enough 
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ciples of knowlege, of all the overs, of ra- 
tional perception ; becauſe ſuch a one it is 
impoſſible to conceive any hopes of. The 
fool here mentioned is what the Greeks call 
ies ns; that is, a ſimple, ignorant man: one 
who, although defective both in point of 
abilities and information, yet is in a capacity 
of being inſtructed and improved; and for 
that reaſon is preferred by Solomon to him 
that is wiſe in his own conceit; becauſe Pride 
is ſuch a degree of folly, as precludes all poſ- 
ſibility of information and improvement: 
and thereſore I think it neceſſary to premile, 
that this diſcourſe is in no viſe intended 
for the inſtruction or advantage of the ſelf- 
ſufficient part of my audience, if there be 
any ſuch who hear me: for to intend ſo 
vain and impracticable a purpoſe, would be 
a degree of folly almoſt equal to the vice lam 
going to expole.-:-This diſcourſe then! is only 
meant for rhe uſc of thoſc who are of a meck, 
teachable diſpoſition; to guard or recover 
them from the infection of a vice, to which 
they are too much expoſed, from i is gnorance, 
youth, inexperience, and inconſideration, as 
well as the influence of too many evil 


examples all around them. 8 
And, 


Yo — 401 
a 0 Gar d to do 4 ſhall endes 
you ur, R Hail. W 2 igel ET; 185{4C 011 


Hirt. To „ern en fate chetruer r As ; 
of ent | takes A | | d e! +! 


Gd „ I ſhall ny bef6te! you the . 
ptoms by which it may be known, and the 
cv of Tn ſymptom. —_— BILT 


\ Thirdh; F hall mention eli 3 
cauſes, or rather occaſions, of this vices 
and ſhew you how ' fooliſh and ill founded: 


it is in all its nene 


rb then: The true nature of Pride con- 
fiſts in overvaluing our on worth, and 
thinking meanly and contemptuoufly of 
others, in compariſon of ourſelves: it ariſ- 
eth from ſclf-love, and is the utmoſt abuſe 
and corruption of that blind principle. We 
have all a tenderneſs for ourſelves, and our 
own concerns; wiſely implanted in us by 
Almighty” Gop, for our preſervation and 
well-being. Wehave alſo a ſtrong principle 
of 200d-will to the reſt of mankind,” no way 
inconſifient with that nearer concern for our 
Dd 2 ſelves, 


5 M Nutirẽ Sc. Ser:wy. 
ſetves, ah oHtnG̃ WH intereſts: until Pride 
Rep in land dioetting us of thardiffaſiveatid 
God Ae prineiple off univerfal: good-wilt, 


Eentfes alf eut regards in Our 7s [ohm 


Nö the ſymptoms by which this per- 
nicious principle may be r known, 
Arcen of 3vons mob f nj Hamid 
247A A Highlooky anda nag: carriage. 
AAhere is ul generation (ſuithi Solomon, 
POV. MX. 13.) 0b ! how lofty are their eyes 
und heir cytelido are liſted ap. A race of 
men, of ſuch exalted vanity, as dverlooks 
the reſt of mankind, and regards them as an 
inferior ſpecies, below: their notice; and 
therefore they will ſcarce ſo much as vouch- 
:fafe to look down upon them, unleſs fome- 
times, it may be, in pity and contempt. 


This is that high look, of which Gop hath 


fo often expreſſed his deteſtation in the holy 


Seriptures. Thus Solumon, in tlie Gti chap- 


the Lord hates yea, ſeuen ure un ubuminn- 
tion unto him: and the firſt of theſe is 4 
proud loo. And David, in the 1 ort Pſalm, 
Him that hath an high lool, und à praud 
heart, Iwill not ſiſfer. And, as this High 
b is deteſtable in the ſight of Go it is 
4 80 not 
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8er. PRE. cog 
nat leſs ſo in theeyas of anen for the meag-· 
oft:mottal; expects, and chath;ia ixighto to he 
treated by the greateſt; upon che footof a 
tural equality and conſequently can ill higok 1; uy 
wigh-infolence,and; contempt; and therefore 1 
how any, men; of common ſenſe can allow 1 
himſelf in a demeanour ſo hateful to Gp 
and: man, is not eaſy to be ĩimagined. Be- 
ſides, this demeanour is not only very faulty, 
but it is alſo very fooliſn; becauſe this faſti- 
dious deportment is ſuchl a vaunting of our 
on ſuperior worth and excellence, as ſets 
mankind upon examining our pretenoſins, 
'and ſcanning our merit with ſuch a degree 
of ſtrictneſs, as perhaps the beſt actions, and 
moſt unblemiſhed merit, in the world, can 
very ill bear. And, if ſuch a ſcrutiny na- 
turally tend to diminiſn the glory of tae beſt 
actions, and the moſt: exalted merit, how 
muſt it of neceſſity expoſe the folly and ſtu. 
pidity of all Pride that is ill founded, and 
render that utterly ridiculous! And there- 
fore Ariſtutle deſines a magnanimaus man, 
ano that thinks hinfelf worthy. of great 
rings; and is ſa: but, faith he, h that 
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thinks mſtlf worth, and ZS not; 18 4 
2 PR vg f Ne, 4uto m! aids. 
D d 3 I Again, 


Agaln, Another ſymptom of Pride, is, 
ſcornful language. It is true, a high look, 
and a haughty demcanour, are indications 
enough of in ward Pride and Inſolence; but 
then it is Pride within ſome bounds, and ſuch 
as a wiſe man will often bear with, in pity to 
the ignorance from whence it flows: but 
ſcornful words are indications of more exalt- 
ed inſolence, and ſuch as render it every way 
intolerable: and therefore ſome vain men, 
ſenſible of the inconveniency. of this con- 
duct, and dreading the rough returns ſuch 
ſhocking treatment frequently meets with, 
are often obſerved to run into the other ex- 
treme; and affect a phraſe and a demeanour 
uncommonly ſmooth and complaiſant; to 
court thoſe returns of civility and reſpect, 
which the ſtupidity. or ingratitude of man- 
kind might other wi ſe refuſe to their ſuperior 
merit: and this they find a ſucceſsful method 
at once, to flatter, and (as they think) to 
conceal their vanity. And this, without 
queſtion, is the wiſer conduct of the two; 
becauſe a rude, contemptuous treatment is 
thocking to the meaneſt mortal, and is na- 
turally productive of hatred and contempt 


from all mankind: and as nothing can be 3 
| mor e 


Ser. 19. PRIDE. 40 5 
Aab bchüng rde to meet with: ſuck re- 
turns from our own ſpecies; ſo nothing can 
be more faulty, or more n than to de- 
ſotve it. o,⁰f⁰α D Din iE alto Hu, 

But here we muſt obſerve; Ant this ſpirit 
of inſolence doth not always «diſcover-itſcIf 
in open reproaches, but chuſeth ſometimes 
rather to hide itſelf under the veil of ſmooth 
and ſubtile infinuations, or under the mask 


of civility and mirth, delighting to turn the 


manners and characters of men into ridicule ; 
yet is it not leſs hateful to the reſt of the 
world upon that account, but is rather more 
the objeQ of their ſecret deteſtation, as it 
is more defended from their Ee reſent· 


This bh of reproach. mak rRiokle; to- 
gether with the folly of it; is moſt excellent- 


ly ſet forth by Solomon, in the character of 
the ſcorner, throughout his whole book of 


Proverbs: where he is repreſented, firſt, as 


a fool; and not only fo, but incapable of 


wiſdom: ſecondly; as incorrigible: and, 


thirdly, as an abomination to Gop and man. 
Thus, Prov. xiii. 1. A wiſe ſon heareth his 
father's inſtruction, but a ſcorner heareth not 


rebuke. Here you ſee the wiſe ſon, and the 
Dad 4 {corner, 
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12 57 being hardened. to al precepts, 5 and. 5 
0) 5 jnlyrmarin, and Wor 
capa We of. wiſdom, is juſtly d Ste. 
worl &; fools :. and therefore Salomon adds, 
Nye ver. 6. A. ſcory 7 — wiſdom, 
ndeth it .. A. on. is evi 
męans of attaining it. 3%; Subo19 * 1871187: 
Again, The Sn 18 incorrigible; and 
fore when he is in an error, he muſt 
continue in it. He that reproveth a ſcorner 
(faith Solomon) getteth to himſelf ſhame. 
The inſolence of his nature makes all cor- 
rection, however gentle, and proper, and 


welhtimed, intolerable to him: and there - 


fore, whaever attempts it, inſtead of hoping 
for reformation and amendment, muſt ex- 
pect to meet with all the returns either of 
open rudeneſs, or diſguiſed deriſion. For 
this reaſon Solomon adds, Rebuke not a 
ſcorner, aft he. hate thee; rebuke a uuiſe 


man, and he will loue thee. And again, A 
1 ſcorner 


Sr. of P RR 
neither Will hegt os rn ee 200191 25 
In the laffplace; The eber ir an abb . 

nation roc "and "Mart And oft teaſon 
why he is ſo, beſides thoſe abo' c-mention-. 
*becanſe he isexcecdinigly e Is 
quient ly Is the bane — ſoc iety 


y, good- nature, And * kts 
the bonds of peace; and, on the other hand, 
inſolence and contemptuous treatment are 
naturally productive of enmity and conten- 
tion; and no peace can dwell with them: 

and therefore the wiſe man rightly adviſeth, 
Caft out the ſcorner, and contention pull go 
out; yea, firife and reproach ſhall ceuſe. 
Surely then it is no wonder, that a character 

ſo conſtituted, an incorrigible compound of 
folly, and inſolence, and contention, ſhould 

be hateful to the whole world: and we are 
well aſſured from our own experience, as 
well as the wiſe man's obſervation, in the 
24th chapter of Proverbs, that in trurh it is 

ſo; The ſcorner is an abomination tv men. 

And that he is not leſs ſo to Almighty Gb. 
the ſame wiſe man affirmeth in the àd chap- 


ter, 
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408 De Nature, &c. Ser. 19. 
ter 34th verſe d urely he ſcornerh the ſcorner: 
but he giveth grace unto thetlowly.'' 111.0 
za, Another ſymptom of Pride is, when 
we value men upon thoſe ſuppoſed advan- 
tages that are of the ſame nature with our 
own, and deſpiſe thoſe. of a different cha- 
racer, altho perhaps more really and truly 
valuable: and this may be termed profeſ. 
fional;-or ſtational vanity; as it ariſeth from 
a high opinion of the excellence of that ſta- 
tion, or profeſſion, or condition of life, we 
happen to be placed in: and this vanity ſeems 
to run through all orders and conditions of 
men. Thus a ſoldier is apt to think every 
thing contemptible, in compariſon with his 
man of honour and gallantry. And as the 
Tarks are a race of men wholly illiterate, a 
ſcholar is at this day the name of the greateſt 
reproach among them that they can think of: 
and a neighbouring nation, often at variance 
with them, upon other accounts, are not ill 
agreed with them in this. The mere ſcholar 
is apt to think as meanly of the braveſt un- 
lettered hero; and the man of noble birth 
equally contemns, and is often the contempt 
of both, and with equal reaſon. No this 
vanity is plainly: owing to a poor partiality 
for 
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bor our own Rarionand character and -ariſeth 
from our ignorance of the excellence of 
other employments and conditions of life, 
and their uſefulneſs to mankind! and there- 
fore it needs no other imputation than this, 
that it is the effect of a mean capacity, und 
narrow thinking: for nothing is more evi- 
dent than that the honourableneſs of every 
imployment and condition in the world, is 
to be meaſured by its uſefulneſs to mankind;ʒ 
and thoſe that are moſt beneficial, are ever 
to be moſt eſteemed and honoured. Now 
theſe may be diſtinguiſhed into ſuch as are 
neceſſary to the being, and ſuch as are neceſ- 
ſary to the well being of mankind; and the 
latter are always to be preferred; and thoſe 
employments that are of moſt uſe to many, 
before thoſe: that ate of uſe to few: and 
therefore government is more. honourable 
than any other condition of life, becauſe a 
good governor is the greateſt benefactor to 
the:greateſt number of mankind. ' And for- 
aſmuch as true religion and virtue tend more 
to promote, and to preſerve, the real happineſs 
of mankind, than any or all other things 
whatſoeyer ; therefore the teachers of true 
religion and virtue are, under rhe goycrnors 
* of 
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. et benkfattets tb Hun! 
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or kbeicty, are ticks hond 
— ye Wels gre og chan 
eds | che eyes arb mor excellent rpm 
hands or feet, and the underſtanding than 
eithit. 0 pon this principle, agood fchook- 
ris, perhaps, one of the moſt honou- 
A eee in the com alth': 
not according to the fantaftic ſchemes bf 
honour that have obtained in the world, but 


according to the cternal laws of reaſon and 


N . Ai ALQL. 


The laſt ſymptom of Pride that! ſhall men- 
tion, is the proneneſs and promptneſs obſerv- 


able! in ſome men, of vaunting their own virtue 


or original, or exploits, upon all occaſions ; 
and making themſelves, and their anceſtors, 


their perpetual theme: for this is a ſure indi- 
cation that they are full of themſelves. And 
this humour too often carries men into a vain 
oſtentation of power, capacity, birth; and 
the like; than which nothing can be more 
ridiculous. And therefore Solomon rightly 
adviſeth, Let another man praiſe thee, and 
not thine own mouth; a frunger, and not 
thine own lips.” "Praiſe indeed is a debt, 


juſtly 
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and pres ih hat can, be. imagined: for. al 
though, he was < of more value i in the {i light. of 
Go, than any, or perhaps all thoſe of that 

city whom he was appointed to inſtruct; 
yet he « did not dare to afſert i it by ſelf. -prailc : 

- _=_ We dare not (ſays he) nale ourſelves, of 
the number, or compare ourſelves. with {ome 

that commend themſelves : but they meaſur- 

| ing themfel ves by themſelves, and c compare- 
ing themſelves amongſt themſelves, are not 

wiſe Aut we. (ays the apoſtle) will not beat of 

things., Without our meaſure, There. is no 

ſuch ching as perfection] in man. All human 

excellengięs are co mparative; and had thoſe 

Vain Corinthians. eſtimated theirs by. thoſe 
«QF their teacher, they had been ſuf cicntly 

humbled. | He was a man diſtinguiſhed by 

So, with great accompliſhments and en- 

dowments: 


41a Th Natufe Sr. Ser. 15. 
dd ymients: his faith was pure, his pi ty fer- 
vent; his zeal fot'the'ſervice and honout'sf 
Gob,*ſtrong and'Reidy; his life one ſeries 
of ſtudying to do good; his learning exten- 
ſive} his addreſs decent and maſterly, and in 
the perfection of what the polite world calls 
good breeding; his judgment clear, his ſtile 
ſublime, and his eloquence unequalled: and 
yet all theſe could not ſecure him tlie honour 
he well deſerved from a vain and a ſelf. ſuffi- 
cient people, whoſe united talents and me. 
rits were contemptible upon the compariſon: 
yet all the ill rreatment he received from 
them, operated only to his own greater hu- 
miliation in the ſight of Gop, and more fer- 
vent praycrs for their amendment. Happy 
are all thoſe miniſters and ſervants of Ixsus 
CHRIST, who can follow the example of his 
patience, and his piety. 5 
And thus I have done with the ſeveral 
ſymptoms of Pride. But here it is proper to 
obſerve, That ſince a diſtinction of the ſe- 
veral ranks and orders of men is neceſſary to 
the government of the world, therefore a 
proper ſupport of that diſtinction is not Pride, 
becauſe it is neceſſary and uſeful, and conſe- 
quently not faulty: and therefore for us to in- 


terpret 


Ser. 19. —_— RID D 48 
terpret this conduct! in our ſuperiors, as the 
effect of, Pride, 1s. an argument of Pride in 
ourſelvesʒ and is, in reality, miſtaking out 
own Pride for the Pride of other men. But, 
on the other hand, we ſhould remember, 


that this ſupport of diſtinction is proper only 
in public characters, and in diſcharge of 
duty to the public, becauſe it is the public 


that requires it: whereas, in private, it is 


more becoming to forget diſtinctions; and 


rather to receive reſpect than to require it, or 
even ſeem to expect it: and therefore, in that 
capacity, men would do well to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by humanity, good - nature, and 
affability; perhaps, too, by the luſtre of 
thoſe talents that have already diſtinguiſhed 
them to the world, and raiſed them above 
the common level: for we ſhould always re- 

member, that good talents were beſtowed 
by the Almighty Gop, for the eaſe, theplea- 
ſure, and the benefit of mankind, and ſhould 
always be employed as they were intended 
All ſuperiority of one man over another, 
was intended, as well for the good of tho'c 


who are governed, as of thoſe that bear rule, ; 


and therefore ſhould always be directed to 
the ends for which it was deſigned; ſhould 
always 


414 


* Farther yet, GonſiouſneGof a man s own 


donde provided that he doth not over rate 
it. For men to know th heir OW rit, i: 
no more a fault than it is to ſec clearly, or 
to hear diſtincty. It is in man Caſes neceſ⸗ 
ſary to know it, in order to make a right uſe 
of it. For example, If a man could not di- 
Ringuiſh fortitude from raſhneſs, in his own 
character, as well as in that of other men, 
his virtue would be uſeleſs at beſt, and, 
— nen, | and. ſo in other in- 


. Paul i is, a, very remarkable. inflancs 
to this purpoſe; for altho he had as much 
humility at heart, as. perhaps any man cyer 
Was, bleſſed withz vet there were occaſions, 
wherein. be v Was. forced 1 to aſſert his own ta- 
lents and endowments, and the diſtinctions 
beſtowed upon him by Almighty Gop. And 
indeed. it was ſcarcely poſſible to be avoided, 
when, he found men, whoſe capacities and 
manners were e way contem e 
Lt 5 | 0 0 


re — 


b bop di teen 


were among — Laucdißed, 
hypocritical Pharifecs,' who, under the ſhew 
of ſupetior piety, and more exalted zeal fer 
the” glory of God, made it their buſineſs to 
vilify the apoſtle upon all occaſions, to decty 
his zeal, his piety, his ehe and merits of 
every kind, and magnify their own. Theſe 
inſolent vaunters the apoſtle could not beat; 


tho his people could. He well knew the. 


folly and deformity of ſuch a character; but, 
ſince this vanity opened a way to their favour, 

even where it was IH founded; a man, who 
decame au rhings 10 ull nen, that he might 


gain ſome, was ſufficiently juſtified in aſſert- 


ing ſolid merit, in oppoſition to ſpecious hy- 


pocriſy· ny, '{fays he) thus many glory 
after the fleſb, I will glory alſo for ye ſuf= 
fur fuols gladly, ſeeing ye yourſelves be wiſe © 
for, ye juffer, iff a man bring n into bon. 
Aar; il e. if a man lead and govern you as 
lie ipleaſes, like ſo many ſlaves and vaſſals : 
| Je fit of a man devour you; i. e. if, under 
Ee pretence 


rr 


for; mote ef chang. 
alien tocnrich: and exalt himſcif Het 
more from you than do are able d expend. 
to thoſe uſes. Ze ſuffer, if a man tale 4 
vou, . aur Due. 


n Why ms tabithe nah une ail 


poſtors; children o the devil; but ſecming 
Gaints! For ſuch A ſiys St. Pauli ate Faſi 
apoſtles, deceiiſul argers 4. fran u 
themſelues into the apoſtles of Cbriſi! And 
no marvel, for Satan himſelf is transformed 
into an angel of light: therefore it is no 
great thing, if his miniſters alſo be. tranſ- 
formed as the miniſters of righteoujneſs, 
whoſe end ſhall be according to their works. 
Ihe apoſtle then proceeds to aſſert his own 
eharaftce, and undoubted ſuperiority over 
ſuch wretches. And ſurely nothing could 
be more grievous to a man of his character, 
than to be reduced to the neceſſity of enter · 
ing into ſuch a compariſon. It put all his 
humility to the proof: and no humility had 
a harder trial. But it was a debt he owed, 
not only to himſelf, but to the world; and 
it muſt. be paid. Nothing put the preference 
given to awile — could provoke him 
' 7. , to 
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TRUE NATURE 
OF 


PRI D E: 
How fooliſb and ill. founded it is in 


all its PRETEBNCES. 
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Lee a e dns bis. own con- 


e —— 
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JAViN G, in a Wits diſcourſe on theſe 
"words, explained ang ſtated the true 
nature of Pride, and laid before you the ſe- 
veral ſymptoms by which it may be e 
and the evils of each ſymptom 3 "ne | 
I now proceed, in the third place, to 
number up the ordinary cauſes, or rather 
occaſions of this vice; and to ſhew yo how 
fooliſh and 1— it is in all its pre 
tences. 
And the firſt cauſe of Pride that 1 ſhall 
mention is Learning. 3 
When men have ſucceeded ſo far 3 in the 
purſuit of knowlege, as to find they have 
ſurpaſſed thoſe of theix own condition or 


Ec 4 character, 


abs the. re Novak a and it is flt 
= .. — 3 
| 155 92122 e that is —— 
And hence it is that 2 earned fool is often 
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times the moſt intolerable of all Others; be · 
ca & he hath equized ſuch a degree of yas 
nity from. his: Phon lege,, as cis. ſuffatens to 


inſpire him with aſſurance engutghto-ſayany 
thing that comes into his head, however 
ids erhaps, too, he bath acquired 
yolubility of of ſpcech, .to, deliver.hicondeits 
with , caſe; and both theſe naturally produce 
one another. . His vanity prompts bim to 5 
di ifplay. every. quaint _congeit that comes into 
his thoughts: apdevery fine conceitithar falls 
rom. er his vanity, And thus he 
goes on to admire himſelf, ang: to become 
u le ang intolerable to all the reſt of 
the 'worl | 2 10 JIQUIBAHL 

| this is, perhaps, one-of the, moſt 

defperate and irreclaimable characters in life, 

Error and miſconduct of any other kind are 
via * en of correction and admoni- [1 
tion; 3 
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diſpoſition3/ and:conſequently is in a opacity. 


thei beſt; tat can de hoped of him, is, to 


— —-½ꝛ0 | 
be man a man iſe — copetir 2 


— E /ifhe be nor, 
intoricated With Pride, "is at leaſt capable of 


cotrection and admonition; and is alſo, for: 
the moſt part, of an humble and teach: 


of being modeled into ſomerhing!uſcſub to 
mankind, ar leaſt of being made inoffenſive 
it not uſefulʒ whereas this othet creature is 


become at laſt a prey to flatterers and fyco- 
phants, and devoured, as the lotfier dorrup- 
tions of the earrh are, by robks and wermin. 

Now norhing is more lamentable; thaw 


: that the corruption of the beſt chings ſhould: 


thus become the worſt- Learning is, i 
queſtion, of excellent uſe to ſociety,” and 


contributes more to otit Well; being than a any 


thing elle t che wWorfd, Except rel Biete 2 N 
aſmuclt as it tends at onde tõ irtipr6ye the 


underſtandings and the môrals of mankind, 
together 


0 
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whemendlyaveatarſefub-and/Gicithavex: 
and;iim-conſequencs of :rheſe;i 1 di 
bleſs: nheiv lives: nd thereforg:a, man 
learning: (i mean of uſeful learn iug) is jufbs | 
l\pwickara@eriof great bb in the wrd; 
beruſc it it of excciteat/aſe't+ but then it n 
a elatucter, — RTE pry 
mich wore to infpire humiliry than come 
ſurhſtnuch as it brings natty iquaſ1=1allrage: 
fight yu __ own — 
of theworid ate utterly unacquainted wih. 
It tcacheth them, that every point oi matter 
is too big for their utmoſt reſearehes. Ihe 
air ye breathe, che light of tha ſun, and the 
duſt we tread upon, alk equalſy confound. 
their inquiries : their on being. maſkokall: 
the nature of the ſoul and hody] the alliance 
of: ſuch appoſites; the cohelien of tha patts 
| af matter, amazing — ag 


not crumble into the Xiginal of 1 
cyen chilſt he is meditating, upon it: and 
— thing but the laſt degree of ig- 


norance, 


aſa; der ahem andre of — 

et them do maso oο to man- 
—— and then let them 
reap that eſteem which is the juſt and natural 
rewardvofbeneficence,!' aaf, ul, 10 rut 
Another euufe ef pride is Wealth. Now 
wealth is honeurable, on acroumt of the 
doing goed: fer, if tis power be weIL di- 
regked, ir it great and godlike; but if it be 
_ Either unempleyed or empleyed to evil pur 
poſes, e defraud, and te oppreſd, it is tien; 
in the fbſtenſe uſeleſd and) in the latter, de- 
— — 'f And indeed it is nei- 


his Bthies, dt; ** e, 6 the' oa men 


the bleflings of Almighty Gi © eee Jon 
who'maketh, ther, oh man, tn diſfur frum 
anether 2 and what haſt les har "thou 
didft not receiue? Nou, if thowdidftires 
cet ve it, why-doft thuu glory asi thou He 
not received it? And cherefare x 

ſinitely more reaſon 10 beiſ 
diſcharge our duty in th ewas agli 68 | 
great fortune, than to be vain for bting em F 
Noyed in it: but if our wealth nner 
ſound to be the effect of villainy, and eviii 


arts Nw! it often is raifed without any one 
41 good 


mch a title, % b e dt 
2 here; among tie other 
— rength, and 
dende meuts of the body z but theſe 
bees dam muten nd; generally 
good purpoſe, ——— D— 
worth mentioning: at leaſt, ſince they are 
ſueh very vain and periſning poſſeſſions, ſures 
ly we may ſay of them, as the wiſe man 
doth af riches ; Mailt t hau ſit thun exec uam 
that whinh au et ö. und! herefore whoevet 
pride ches Saurs upon ank af theſe, are em. 
phaticallytoplifh:: and the only: wiſe conduct 
— — advan- 
tages can paſſibly fall into; is: this, that; 
whil nature continues to adorn theit bodies 
they apply all their diligence to imbeliſh and: 


2002 improve 


price of birherend it — 
— inthe 

i is made (perſonals and 
mee eee ee 
e ere ee re- 
gad. 0 e 
Aenne debe pues e gene- 
rowy principles and inclinntions, in the he 
of a great and good man, as of generous 
fun from the ſcion of a grnerousſipel d bus 
i chis fally as it too often duth; ſutoly un 
virtues — LINES? 


„ Becauſe it hach attalnetl ltr te; 


— — — 
14 eee ares nie „ . 
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aul oceaftes ef Pride; alte New fr you hw 
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if mens that doth any work on that ome 
day, the ſame. ſoul will I deſtroy from among. 
his people. He then adds, that this ſhall be 
an inſtitution of perpetual obſervance; 4 
Statute for ever throughout your generations; 
in all your dwellings: and that this humili- 
ation was to begin on the eve of the ninth 
an and continue till the eve of the tenth. + 

Io this day of ſolemn, national ilia - 
tion among the Jeu, hath Auccecded he 
firſt day. of Lent, in the Chriſtian i ſtitu 
tion: a day as utterly diſregarded; among 
many Clviſtians; and by ſome: even O the 
moſt ſerious and exalted Chriſtian characters, 
as if the obſervance of it were founded on 
no authority of God, or inſtitution of infi- | 
nite wiſdom, or pure and primitive Chxiſtian 
piety. Go of his infinite mere amend us, 
and deliver us from the guilt and horror of . 
this profane, unhallowed: War which! is gone 
out amongſt us. N de 3x hab, 

The next inſtitution: of Divig appoint- 
ment, and of excellent uſe to humble tha 
haughty heart of man, is to be found in the 
* N of Deuteronom, at tho:firſk,. 
F f and 


432 Tia Nature, c. Ser. 30. 
and following verſes. Rhe ordinance. was 
this; Whenthe 1/r4-lires were ſettled in the 
land which Gon had promiſed to their fa- 
thers, they wete each of them obliged to 
bring an annizal offering of, their fut ſtuitz 
unto the place that he fhould chuſe; and 
when the prieſt had placed them before the 
altar, they were to humble themſelves 
God, recounting the diſtreſſes, the miſery 
and captivity. of their forcfathers, and the 
mighty deliverances wrought for them by the 
hand of Gop, for which they now brought 
an humble offering of their firſt-fruits.—4 
Hrian ready to periſh was my father, and 
he went dawn into Egypt, and fojourned 
therewith a few ; and became there a na- 
tion, great, mighty and populous; and the 
Egyptians evilt-intreated us, and afflicted 
n, and laid upon us hard bandage Aua 
+ rect the Lo RD hawk, our voice, and 
looked on our a Aiftion, and our labour, and 
on our oppreſſion: and the Lo rn brought 
#5. forth out of Egypt, with, a mighty 
band, and un outſtretched arm, and 'with 
great tee. and a fegns, and with 


Wonders; 
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unnuderss and je hath brought us into this 
place, and hath given us this land, a land 
that. Soweth: meth milk aud honey: and 
now; de hd I haue brought the firſt. Fruits 
Ale a ue wor 9 Aan Hef gives 
Ne. 

Alas! my — were we e to 
recolle& our origin, and the bleſſings be- 
ſtowed, and che deliverances wroughr for us 
by the goodneſs and mercy of Gop;z how 
many of us would be obliged to recolle&t 
and recognize our anceſtors, in terms of 
anuch greater and more mortifying hnmili- 
ation'than that of, A Syrian ready to perifh 
Aus my father! How many of us would 
be obliged to derive our pedigtee from a 
much lower and meaner origin, from flaves 
and ſycophants, from robbers and murder- 
ers! in one word, from vice and villainy 
of every kind! and the beſt, the very 
beſt among the ſons of Adam, be obliged to 
ry out before the altar of Gop, A ſinner 
ready to periſh was my father; à vile miſ- 
-ereant, enſlaved to Satan, and doom d to 
eternal miſery, till thou, O Gom, didſt, in 
inc infinite mercy, interpoſe, to redeem 
1 Ff 2 him 


Aim from final deſtruction, by Ae erte 
of thy bleſſed Son Ixsus Cuni1sr, and exalt 
him into an heir of everlaſting flvation; 
for which We owe thee this our tribute of 
praiſe and "thankſgiving, our annual, our 
houtly, our e agh ne bebote e 
altar. * I 
e ie 2531163 ee, et oo 
After Al FRE hath been cd on this age 
need I add, that Pride is the moſt unphilo- 
ſophical, as well as the moſt unchriſtian 
principle in human nature? Unwiſe it muſt 
be, foraſmuch as it never falls at once to 
multiply our defects, and inflame every othe 
vice in our nature; and that too with this 
-unhappy circumſtance, that, whilſt it hides 
them from ourſelves, it expoſes and doubles 
them to the reſt of the world. More than 
this, it multiplies the human infirmities, by 
miſtaking and obtruding them all for per- 
fections. The proud man's effrontery is for- 
titude, his rudeneſs is ſincerity, his loud 
laugh, wit, and his ſupercilious dulneſs, wiſ- 
dom: and certainly there cannot be a more 
fooliſh or unphiloſophic principle in human 
nature, than that which at once multiplies 
11": the 
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the poſſeſſors ee and; ER 
from himſelf, - 

But, alas if . were all, it were x6 
be endured. The moſt dreadful character 
of Pride is, that it is utterly unchriſtian. 
It is the direct conttadiction to the Chriſtian 
virtue of humility: and the ſame haughti- 
neſs of heart, which carries men to look 
down on their own ſpecies, too often 
lifts up their heads to heaven, and fights 
againſt GOD. There is not a more hate- 
ful character among men, than that of So- 
Jomon's ſcorner; and of all ſeornets, the 
ſcorner of pings are: is a en. 
one oh AS 

Heaven-born humility nega after! * 
vine truths with care; examines them with 
modeſty, and the deference due from a be- 
ing confeſſedly imperfect and ſubordinate, 
to wiſdom infinite, unerring, and unſedrch- 
able; determines with candour, and ſub- 
mits with reverence. Pride, mortal Pride, 
not inquires, but queſtions; not examines, 
but arraigns; not ſubmits, but decides; 
queſtions with arrogance, arraigus with 
effrontery, and decides with diſdain ; faſti- 

dious, 


+ 
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dious, unruly; ſelf- will d, 3 - 
my brethren, pray againſt Pride; pray earneſtly; 
| without ceaſing, to hat Gp who rafterh 
the, proud, lu gi ueib grace to the lowly 
that he would ſabmit Our ſouls, with:hupable 
reſignat ion, to the diſpenſations and dedla- 
rations of his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs: 
abaſing ourſelves befate: him, obey ing and 
adoring 1; caſting down , imaginations, and 
every high thing that ie xaltet h it ſelf againf 
GoD, and bringing into captivity euem 
thought. tothe obe diance af CHRIST: be- 
ſesching Gp, in thegentleneſs and meok- 
neſs of asus CH fr, that he would guard, 
that he would ſhield us from unchriſtian, 
antichriſtian Pride; that he would keep us 
ſtedfaſt in his holy faith and fear, t0 di juft- 


ly, to love mercy, and, above all, to-walt 
ee 047.00 D. 


"Which he of his infinite mercy grant, thro 


the merits and W 65 of * SUS 
Cn H 181 18 r. 14.N0 
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